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Nota question of austerity 


mSports/A25 | 


Big day for Filipino 
chessers; Paragua 
zeroes іп on crown 


but a matter of quality time | 


"QUALITY time" for the 
family. Who would be- 
‘grudge anyone that? 

And so President 
Macapagal-Arroyo in- 
voked the basic human 
tight in defending her de- 
cision to bring the whole 
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‘vested intere: 


Smugglers, tax evaders, 
coup plotters warned 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


SAYING she did not mind becoming unpopular, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
vowed yesterday to take on all vested interests that would get in the way of her 
fiscal reforms and anticorruption campaign. 


“Let there be no mistake: I will move this 
nation forward and I will take on whatever 
vested interests stand in my way" the Presi- 
dent said at a breakfast forum of the Manila 
Overseas Press Club. 

Asked who the vested interests were, Ms 
Arroyo said: “АП sides right to left, .. I don't 
have to name them, including destabilizers." 

‘When the forum host inquired if these in- 
cluded coup plotters, smugglers and tax 
evaders, she said: “You mentioned them, all of 
them, yes.” 

Partly due to tax evasion and smuggling, 
tax collection fell to 12.5 percent of gross do- 
mestic product in 2003 from 17 percent in 
1997. It is estimated that the country is losing 


P175 billion yearly to technical (undervalua- 
tion of imports) and outright smuggling. 

‘The falling tax effort has forced the govern- 
ment to engage in а borrowing binge to fi- 
nance its expenditures, resulting in an ever 
growing public sector deficit and debt. 

The public sector deficit over the past seven 
years has reached P968.65 billion, while the 
debt has ballooned to P5.3 trillion as of 
September 2003. 

Eleven economists from the University of 
the Philippines had warned that the Philip- 
pines could face economic collapse in two to 
three years if the government did not rein in. 
the public sector deficit and debt. 
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Small bank 
declares 
holiday 


m 2bU!/CI 


Diary оға Pinay 
Peace Corps 
volunteer 


After surgery, Clinton tells 
Kerry how to beat Bush 


NEW YORK—Former US President Bill Clin- 
ton again showed his unerring instinct for 
stealing the political spotlight—even when 

ailing in a hospital, 
ton's successful open-heart surgery 
Monday dominated US media coverage on 
the Labor Day holiday, stealing the thunder 
from Democratic White House hopeful Sen. 
AFTER AIO 


7 по.273 website: wwwing].net. 


ATOUGH-TALKING President Macapagal-Arroyo tells members of the Manila Overseas Press Club that she means 
business in her campaign to “move this nation forwar 


Solon hits Pagcor-Stanley Ho tieup 


By Carlito Pablo 


SUSPECTED associates of Macau 
Casino magnate Stanley Ho have 
gained a foothold in the local gam- 
bling scene with the knowledge and 
approval of the state-run Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp., ac- 


cording to a lawmaker. 

In a privilege speech he delivered 
on Monday, Rep. Catalino Figueroa 
(Lakas, Samar) said “even industries 
catering to our vices are being taken 
over by foreigners.” He added: “А 
group of notorious characters, 
strongly identified [with) and obvi- 


TuNESU зз” 


gilded palace, Brune?’s Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah performs a traditional pre-wedding ritual with Dayangku Sarah Pengiran Salleh Ab 


Rahaman (left) and 


son, Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah. The young couple are scheduled to marry tomorrow. 


палес. 


One of Asia's grandest weddings 


BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN—It is shaping up to 
be Asia's grandest in years. 

Brunei was rolling out the red carpet yes- 
terday for royals and government leaders at- 
tending the wedding of the heir to the throne 
of the oil-rich Southeast Asian sultanate. 

Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah Bolkiah, 
30, will marry commoner Sarah Salleh, 17, 


tomorrow at the royal palace in ceremor 
showcasing centuries of Bruneian tradition. 

Aspectacular procession around this usual- 
ly sleepy capital will follow the wedding, 
palace aides told Agence France-Presse. 

The father of the groom, Sultan Hassanal 
Bolkiah, was once reputed to be the world's 
richest man. 


Bahrains King Hamad, Japan's Crown 
Prince Naruhito and other royals will join an 
impressive array of heads of government 
from Brunei's immediate Southeast Asian 
neighbors who will begin arriving today. 

The guest list includes Philippine President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, Indonesian President 


они 


ously using the name of Mr. Stanley 
Ho ... is now moving steadily and 
forcefully into controlling the casino 
and other gambling operations in our 

country.” 
Figueroa said a certain Jack Lin, al- 
so known as Lin Wei Cheng, “quietly 
SOLONHITS/A22 


3 Malacanang seeks 


1 supplemental 
budget for Napocor 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE DEPARTMENT of Finance 
will seek a supplemental budget 
because the proposed 2005 Gen- 
eral Appropriations Act submit- 
тей by Malacafiang to Congress 
does not contain the 37-percent 
interest expense of National Pow- 
er Corp. (Napocor). 

Finance Undersecretary Nieves 
Osorio admitted this yesterday at 
the hearing of the Senate ways 
and means committee, saying the 
proposed budget of P907.1 bil- 
lion next year was pegged to the 
capacity of the government to in- 
crease revenues to P758 billion 
“plus a little borrowing.” 

Budget Undersecretary Laura 
Pascua said: “We are submitting 
expenditures that can be funded 
by existing taxes." 

Pascua told the committee that 
the supplemental budget would 
be submitted after Congress ap- 
proved the "core" budget. 

“We know that we have very 
low capital expenditures, so apart 
from paying the interest expense 


for the debt of Napocor that will 
be assumed by the national gov- 
ernment, the supplemental bud- 
get will be largely for capex (сарі- 
tal expenditures such as infras- 
tructure),” Osorio said. 

"The P758 billion would not 
include the P80 billion in new 
taxes,” said Osorio, who stressed 
that the supplemental budget 
would be funded by the eight ad- 
ditional taxes proposed by Mala- 
саар to Congress. 

“Oh, yes, that can be ex- 
plained," she said when asked by 
Sen. Mar Roxas where the P80 
billion would go. 

Osorio told the senators that 
besides the interest expense of 
Napocor, the rest of the supple- 
mental budget would go to un- 
programmed expenses. 

"This prompted Sen. Ralph Rec- 
to, committee chair, to confront 
Osorio because 20 percent of the. 
unprogrammed expenses would 
go to government-owned and 
controlled corporations (GOCCs) 
in the form of subsidies, equity 
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THE ASSASSINS OF ABRA Church group 


By Artha Kira Paredes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


(First ofthree parts) 


Editor's Note: Citing security concerns, the 
people who talked to the Inquiner for this spe- 
cial report requested that their true identities 
not be revealed and they be identified only by 
pseudonyms. They al- 
Towed the  luqummes 
Abra correspondent 
Artha Kira Paredes and photographer EV Es- 
piritu to interview them and take their plio- 
tographs in a training site in a remote village 
somewhere in Abra, more than 50 km from 


E 


SPECIAL REPORT 


just like killing chicken" 


the capital town of Bangued. The Inqumen 
team reached the site after almost a day of 
traveling on a passenger jeepney along 
rugged roads, hiking through bamboo-lined 
villages and crossing a river and a stream. 


BANGUED, Abra—At 18, Julius has already 
Killed two people. 

He was 10 when his 
father, a member of a pri- 
vate or partisan-armed 
group (PAG) working for a politician in Abra, 
was gunned down by a goon of a rival poli 
cian while on his way home in 1996. 

JUSTUKE/ A4 


MEMBERS of private armed groups in Abra think killing is no big deal. 
‘One says that after a number of hits, you get used to it. 


formed to fight 
gov't corruption 


By Bernadette A. Parco 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY While other groups are donating 
money and jewelry to help the government 
weather the fiscal crisis, a Church-backed or- 
ganization here will focus its energies on how 
to fight graft and corruption. 

“Ours is a movement that will try to awaken 
the sleeping giant, the Church," Pr. Carmelo 
Diola, vice chair of Barug Pilipino (Stand Up 
Filipino), told the Inquinen yesterday. 

He said the group would "partner with the 
Office of the Ombudsman" and monitor the 
procurement processes of government agen- 
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junk Cabinet appointments, СМА, lawmakers 
Op named in re 
opposition senators ask SC defend pork barrel 


By Philip C. Tubeza department secretary may be PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo neling his pork barrel funds to his 
filled with the designation of an | yesterday said she agreed with hometown, Guimbal, where his son 
OPPOSITION senators asked the Supreme Court yester- undersecretary. the public's perception that the Oscar “Richard,” J. was the mayor. 
day to nullify President Macapagal-Arroyo's appointment If acting appointments were congressional pork barrel was  — Hesaid it hastened the release of 
of nine secretaries to her Cabinet, claiming that this was to be allowed, a President could tainted with graft. funds to projects in the seven towns 
unconstitutional, appoint an secretary for а num- Тһе President recalled that inhisdistric not to Guimbal alone. 
h ber of years, renewing it every when she was a senator herself, The PCIJ report identified 
Led by Minority Leader Aquilino had precedents in past adminis- year, without ever having to she had access to pork barrel, Garin as among the 16 congress- 
Pimentel, they asked the high tri- trations. О.А submit the acting appointment then known as the Countrywide теп in the 12th Congress who 
bbunalto stop the “acting secretaries” Не said there had been no у. 7 е CA for confirmation, the Development Fund. had released their pork barrel 
from performing their duties, problems before when Cabinet 1s petitioners said. К “гіс not a corrupt system рег funds to relatives who меге may- 
In their petition, ће opposi- appointees were allowed to take 1 “ме do not challenge this at- se but any institution сап be orsin their districts. 
tion senators said that the secre- over in an acting capacity while В j titude of trivializing the provi- made corrupt by the people who Garin released P4 million to 
taries had taken their oaths of they awaited CA confirmation. м2 sions of the Constitution, we run деді with it," Ms Arroyo said. Guimbal in 2001 and P15 million in 
office before being confirmed by ^ The nine Cabinet members Y z^. the risk of diminishing that re- — She said that one of the rea- 2002, according to the PCU report. 


сонгирау aav evesa минезинде 


the congressional Commission were Executive Secretary Eduar- 2 $ spect for the fundamental law sons she was popular with town Тһе former congressman, 
on Appointments. do Ermita, Florencio Abad (edu- а #2 thatisso vital if it is to continue mayors was that she turned over who was defeated in the guber- 
Until they get the nod of the cation), Avelino Cruz (defense), PIMENTEL meriting its value as the reposito- her entire CDF to them. natorial race in Iloilo in the last 
CA, the appointees are merely Michael Defensor (environment ry of the basic rights and liberties “It never came with the kon- election, said he chose to chan- 
deemed nominated and cannot and natural resources), Joseph functions of their respective of- of our people,” they said, tratistas (contractors), said the пе! the funds through Guimbal 
take the oath, much less per- Durano (tourism), Raul Gonza- fices, was “guilty of a serious The President and her sub- President, who was а senator in because mayors in his district 
form the duties of their office, lez (justice), Alberto Romulo breach of the Constitution." ordinates in the executive de- 1992beforesheran forvice presi- who were his political enemies 
they said. (foreign affairs), Rene Villa By extending acting appoint- partment apparently suffer dentin 1998, made it hard for barangay cap- 
‘They said that appointments of (agrarian reform) and Arthur Yap ments to her new Cabinet тет. {fom a propensity to do legal Тһе pork barrel, known as the tains, who were identified as his 
heads of departments while (agriculture). bers, the President “not only ip. Shortcuts in their efforts to Priority Assistance Development supporters, to access the funds. 
Congress was in session can be According to Pimentel, Cabinet nored the clear wording of (the Solve the problemsafflicting the Fund, is allocated for the pet pro. Іп Dagupan City, Pangasinan 
made only afterthe CAsconsent. members appointed” while Constitution) but also shows an ation,” they said. jects of legislators, many of Rep. Arthur Celeste said there 
Asked for comment, deputy Congress was in session and as- utter lack of respect” for the CA, _, Asidefrom Pimentel, hose who whom allegedly use them to was “nothing wrong” with his 
presidential spokesperson Ricar- suming office without being con- they said. signed the petition were opposi- make money from the bribes and “depositing” his PDAF allocation 
dloSaludo said the oppositionleg- firmed by the CA, “may beheld li- They said a nominee needing "On Senators Edgardo Angara, commissions from the private in the municipality of Bolinao, 
islators were "free to undertake able for usurpation of authority.” СА confirmation could not be “Мал Ponce Enrile, Luisa Ejercito- contractors of the projects. where his brother was the mayor. 
such actions.” F Не said the President, by au- appointed in an acting capacity Estrada, Jinggoy Estrada, Panfilo ^ Various congressmen who Celeste said the Bolinao gov- 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye thorizing the newly appointed merely to fill a vacancy They lacson, Alfredo Lim, Jamby меге identified in a recent Philip- ernment, under his older brother, 
earlier said the President's action Cabinet members to perform ће said a vacancy in the office of a Madrigal and Sergio Osmeña Ili. pine Center for Investigative former Mayor Jesus Celeste, only 
Journalism report as having dis- served as a conduit for the funds 

bursed their pork barrel funds to which were used to finance dif- 
: А 2 their own relatives who hap- ferent projects іп Pangasinan's 
Tog eth er, we wi І l p us h our pened to be local officials yester- first disrict іп 2002Jullet 
day defended the practice. Labog-Javellana, Yolanda Sote- 

їп lloilo City, former Пойо Rep. lo-Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon 


bus i ne 6 5 fo гмага. Oscar Garin St insisted that Шеге Bureau, and Villamor Visaya 


was nothing irregular with hischan- Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Sabaya’s sister kept 
ransom, cops claim 


By Philip C. TubezaandjulleS. Ше ‘Abu Sayyaf and negotiated 
Праја, PDI Mindanao Bureau for ransom, especially in the re- 
lease of the hostages, so we are 
ISABELA CITY, Basilan—Satra Ab- going to prosecute her like we did 
dulaup Tio, the younger sister of the others,” Cabaron said. 
slain Abu Sayyafspokesperson Abu Оп Monday, former Abu 
Sabaya, "is the key to Sabaya'shid- Sayyaf hostage Angelica Mon- 
деп wealth," said police authorities tealegre positively identified 
in the Autonomous Region in Mus- Tilao during a press conference at 
lim Mindanao. the Department of Justice. 
‘According to ARRM Chief бір: Montealegre said Tilao even de- 
Sukamo а, Mlaoserved asaran- manded an additional P150,000 for 
|. som negotiator-collector on behalf of her release in November 2001. 
the Abu Sayyaf She was also thecus- Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
todian of Sabaya'sshareoftheloot. — lez presented Tilao and another 
Tilao, 40, who was arrested in Аби Sayyaf bandit, Ibnomalik Is- 
s Р Basilan on Friday could have got- mael, to the media. 
EEN a ET ы " ^ 5 я p ten millions of pesos from the They both face 20 counts of kid- 
' E HERI ерган gri | ransom payments, Ikbala said. napping with serious illegal deteh- 
x v * Ricardo Cabaron, deputy pros- tion and ransom charges for the 
ае аа % i ARR : d ecutor for Western Mindanao, kidnapping of tourists from the Dos 
ee ш is said that despite her denials, the Palmas Resort in Palawan in May 
_ government had overwhelming 2001.With reports from Charlie C. 
We at EIB Savings Bank believe in the power of medium, small and even evidence against Тао. Senase and Rosa-May V. de Guz- 


5 À т "She (Tilao) conspired with man, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
micro enterprises. That's why we make our services easier and more 
accessible to you. We offer developing markets competitive and dynamic US envoy comes a-calling 
products and services in micro financing, SME financing and 
consumer/mortgage loans. 
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By Philip C. Tubeza “We talked about how to coop- 
erate and how we could make the 
IN AN apparent bid to mend rule of law stronger in both coun- 
à 5 fences, Ambassador Francis Ric- tries and what we could do to im- 
Let us be your partner in business. Push your ciardone visited the Department prove extradition proceedings in 
| " "n of Justice yesterday for a "strate- big picture things," Ricciardone 
business forward with EIB Savings Bank. OEE MENEE Sec- said in an interview as he 
тешгу Raul Gonzalez on how to emerged from thé DOJ. 
improve the United States legal — "Icameto pay my respects and 
relationship with the Philippines. — pledge my support," he added. 
iciardones call came on the Gonzalez said he had told 
heels of Gonzalezs tit-for-tat in- Chief State Prosecutor Jovencito 
structions to his subordinates last Zufio “to make it difficult" for the 
week to make it difficult forthe US US to get back wanted persons 
to extradite wanted suspects from from the Philippines "because 
E 1 B 5, AVE NG sS B. A М K the Philippines, following a Califor- they are making it difficult for us 
miacourtsdenialofaPhilippinepe- хо extradite (persons) we want”. 
i i titfon to have American Rod Lauren Asked about the Strunk case, 
= к 652) 975 4997 € pou Cebu extradited back to the country. Riccardone said he was not aware. 
Telefax: (032) 272-9981 ‘Strunk is the principal suspect of specific cases and that it was up 


Muro РОС eons ed pla P2000000. кони сены а BECAME conos xingsewas.| ‘the 2001 killing of his wife, ас. to the prosecutors and courts in 
tress Nida Blanca. both countries to work on them. 


From Lebanon to Malabon. 


Sa over 170,000 international at 6,500 local agent locations, 
siguradong may isang malapit sa iyo- Mas marami pa nga sa mga 
gasoline stations dito sa Pilipinas. 
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Small savings bank 
declares holiday 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


FIRST Savings Bank, a small bank owned by 
the Yujuico family, yesterday suspended oper- 
ations following a spate of heavy with- 
drawals. 

According to Alberto Reyes, Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas officer-in-charge, First Sav- 
ings officials declared a bank holiday as of 
5.30 p.m. yesterday. 

‘The BSP yesterday deployed examiners to 
determine whether or not to permanently 
shut down the bank, or if it was still viable for 
rehabilitation. 

‘The bank holiday was declared only a few 
hours after Reyes said there was “no cause for 
concern because this is a very isolated case.” 

Reyes said the bank was “very small,” with 
total deposit liabilities of only P193 million. 

“Irs not even 0.05 percent of the total 
banking system," Reyes said. 

But that assurance did not convince scores 
of depositors who crowded its Divisoria 
branch demanding to withdraw their de- 
posits. 

The bank, which caters to retail clients, has 
a depositor base of 10,000, according to 
banking sources. 

First Savings officials reportedly went to 
the BSP a few months ago to assure banking 
authorities that a new investor group was 
buying into the bank. But the deal reportedly 
did not push through. 

Based on its statement of financial condi- 
tion as of June this year, First Savings Bank 
had P213.47 million worth of assets against 
P215.58 million worth of liabilities. 

The Yujuico family, which used to own the 
defunct bus line Yujuico Transit, holds 88 per- 


cent of the bank. The remaining 12 percent is 
owned by the Bautista family group and 
board member Ricardo Ledesma. 

According to the BSP profile on First Sav- 
ings, the bank chair is Brendon Yujuico. 

The bank’s unnamed principal stockholder, 
said to be the family patriarch, reportedly 
died recently, resulting in a vacuum in the 
shareholder base. 

There is also a vacuum in the bank's man 
agement. Bank staff members said its pre 
dent, Maria Paz Diokno, resigned last month 
and no replacement has been named since 
then. 

The Inquinen yesterday tried to reach the 
bank's head office but none of the bank ofi- 
cials was available for comment. Bank staff 
members who answered phone calls said 
their superiors were either absent or in a 
meeting. 

"To head off a bank disaster, the BSP can ei- 
ther shut down First Savings if itis found to be 
insolvent and if the liabilities exceed the as- 
sets, or extend emergency financial assistance 
ifthe bank is stil viable. 

“We are now waiting for the report of the 
(BSP) examiners who went to the (bank) 
branches,” Reyes said. The report was expect- 
ed to be submitted last night. 

The bank has branches in Divisoria, Cubao. 
and Tanay. Its head office is located at 284 E. 
Rodriguez Blvd., Cubao, Quezon City. 

Reyes said that the BSP would base their 
decision on the examiners report. 

BSP data shows that the thrift bank has an 
authorized capital stock of P50 million and 
outstanding common shares of 500,000 with 
a par value of P100 per share. Its outstanding 
common stock is worth P49.19 million. 


DepEd scrambles to find 
room for one more usec 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


EDUCATION officials are at their wit's end try- 
ing to find room for the President's adviser for 
‘education, Mona Valisno, who has been ap- 
pointed as the Department of Education's 
sixth undersecretary by Malacafiang. 

Department insiders said the DepEd literal- 
lyhas no more room for an extra official, con- 
sidering the Palace order for all executive of- 
fices to practice austerity in the face of the fis- 
calcri 

The department already has six under- 
secretaries and five assistant secretaries, 
when the DepEd plantilla allows for only 
four undersecretaries and four assistant 
secretaries. 

DepEd employees have complained that 
Malacafiang apparently has a "double stan- 
dard” in its belt-tightening regime, with its 
austerity order applying only to the rank and 
file. 

New Education Secretary Florencio Abad 
earlier said he was stil thinking of what line 
function to assign to Valisno, who previously 
served as commissioner of the Commission on 


Higher Education and head of the DepEd's 
National Education and Testing Research 
Center 

He said Valisno’s appointment to the 
DepEd as “special assistant to the Secretary" 
with the rank of undersecretary was in line 
with Malacafiang’s “streamlining” of its oper- 
ations, shedding the presidential adviser for 
education. 

“The President requested me to consider 
bringing her in because her expertise is in ed- 
cation. She will be working here,” said 
Abad. 

Aside from finding work for Valisno, the 
DepEd also has to look for suitable office 
space for her as the Rizal Building, the main 
administrative building, has rio available of- 
fice space, the sources said. 

‘The DepEd also has to provide Valisno 
a staff, a driver, a service vehicle, computers, 
office furniture and supplies—expenses not 
included in its current budget nor in its pro- 
posed budget or next year. 

Valisno went to the DepEd for the turnover 
‘ceremonies on Sept. 1 but has not reported 
forwork. 


Mikey Arroyo seeks probe 
of Duty Free chocolates deal 


By Carlito Pablo 


SAYING every centavo counts nowadays, Rep. 
Juan Miguel "Mikey" Arroyo (Lakas, Pampan- 
ga) yesterday endorsed a detailed investiga- 
tion into the alleged "midnight chocolate 
deal" involving former Tourism Secretary 
Roberto Pagdanganan. 

Arroyo said he was familiar with details of 
the deal in which Duty Free Philippines (DFP) 
gave away its concession rights over the sale 
of chocolates and snack products to a foreign 
corporation based in the British Virgin Islands 
without a public bidding. 

Last week, the Duty Free Philippines Employ- 
ees Association filed graft charges before the Of- 
fice of the Ombudsman against Pagdanganan 
and DFP general manager Michael Kho. 

‘The employees claimed that DFP stood to 
lose P336 million a year, or P1.6 billion in five 
years, over the deal. 


Lost medal 


THE FIRST prize 
medal won by Wilfre- 
do О, Pascual in the 
essay category of the 
2004 Carlos Palanca 
Literature Awards, 
which he received 
last week, was lost in 
а tricycle plying the 
Quezon City Hall 
area оп Monday 
night. Pascual also » 
had in his bag a 
plaque he received 
from the Nueva Ecija 
provincial govern- 
ment on Monday 
morning. Informa- 
tion regarding the 
bag can be texted to 
0919-536-6787. 


Pagdanganan had responded by claiming 
that the deal was being renegotiated. 

Meanwhile, EDF managing director David 
Weil yesterday denied that his company had 
entered into а midnight deal with DFP and 
the tourism department and welcomed a 
probe by the Ombudsman. 

In a statement, Weil said his company 
would cooperate with the authorities to en- 
sure that the accord was in accordance with 
Philippine laws and regulations. 

He stressed their chocolates and confectioner- 
ies supply contract with DFP was negotiated and 
finalized after a rigorous process with DFP man- 
agement and with the full scrutiny and approval 
of its supervisory body, the PTA board. 

He added that the supply accord was done with 
faithful adherence to DEP’ long-established pro- 
tocols with regard to other similar arrangements 
dating back to 1989, when EDF first negotiated а 
supply contract for its supermarket operations. 


INQUIRER AVP Imee Alcantara (right) awards a Sony TV to Chiqui Dames, 
daughter of Ed Dames, last week's INQTY Tanong ng Bayan winner. Dames 
Was the text promo's I Ith winner, INQTV, which airs every Thursday at 8 
рл. on ABC Channel 5 will be giving away two more TV sets this month. 
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ELEVEN Filipino fishermen who were charged with sea piracy in Papua New Guinea arrived at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport yesterday after the Philippine government worked for their release. The II were partof |. 

ino seamen who commandeered 15 fishing boats in the southwestern Pacific country and held them 
while demanding higher wages from their employers. With them is lawyer Herr 
legal attache at the Philippine Embassy in Papua New Guinea. 


io Belarmino (2nd from left), 
кооамәвоцо |! 


Senate votes to postpone ARMM polls 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


VOTING 18-1, the Senate yesterday 
approved on third reading a bill that 
would defer for the sixth time the 
holding of elections in the Au- 
tonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao. 

In the approved bill, the ARMM 
election scheduled for Sept. 13 this 
year was moved to the second Mon- 
day of September next year. 

The bill also set succeeding ARMM 
regular elections to be held every sec- 
ond Monday of September every 


three years thereafter. 

Because of the change in the elec- 
tion date, the bill designated all in- 
cumbent officials elected in the first 
regular election to remain in office in 
holdover capacity until their succes- 
sors shall have been installed at noon 
of Sept. 30, 2005. 

Sen. Richard Gordon, chair ofthe Sen- 
ate committee on constitutional amend- 
ments, said the senators sought the post- 
ponement of the ARMM elections be- 
cause there was no budget for it given 
that the govemment was operating un- 
der the reenacted 2003 national budget. 


Likewise, he said, by postponing 
the election, this would give the Com- 
mission on-Elections time to ensure 
that next year's polls would be auto- 
mated. 

The only senator to oppose the bill 
presented by the committee on con- 
stitutional amendments was Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile. 

Gordon said Enrile opposed the 
measure because the ARMM election. 
had already been postponed five times, 

The election was postponed in 
1996, 1999 and three times in 2001, 
hesaid. 
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After his father’s death, Julius 
joined elder brother Armand, 
who belonged to another PAG, to 
train, After two months of basic 
lessons in karate and firing and 
handling a gun, he and his broth- 
eravenged their father's death. 
^ Julius was an “apprentice” 
then, His brother made the kill. 

As a full-fledged PAG member, 
Julius received his first “assign- 
"ment" and made his first kil 
when he was 14. 

Armand, at 20, has theblood of 
four people on his hands. He 
made his first killat 17. 

“The first time I killed a person, 
could not eat and sleep for a 
couple of days,” Julius told the In- 
Quien, "But you get used to it and 
„then you stop feeling anything. 
‘When I kill now, it seems like Pm 
only butchering a chicken.” 

Julius and Armand are just two 
of the 100 or so “goons” or mem- 
bers of private armed groups 
maintained by politicians in Abra 
(pop: 210,017 as of 2000), а 
landlocked valley іп the 
Cordillera. 

These groups have been 
blamed for politically motivated 
killings in the province starting in 
the 1960s. At least 14 killings of 
local politicians, two of them 
town mayors, have been attribut- 
ed to members of rival PAGs from. 
1998 to 2004. (See accompany- 
ing table.) 


State funds used to buy guns 

Weeks before the May 10 
élections, the Philippine Na- 
tional Police said it had counted 
119 private armies in all the re- 
gions of the country, except 
Metro Manila. One private 
army in Mindanao had as many 
as 200 members, armed with at 
least 120 high-powered 
weapons, it said. 

The existence of these armed 
groups has aggravated the prob- 
lem of loose firearms in the coun- 
try, which had been estimated ас 
between 200,000 and 300,000 
guns. 

А police official in the province 
acknowledged the strength. о 
PAGs in Abra. 

“PAG: members are better 
armed than us because the politi 
cians they serve use government 
funds to buy guns,” the official 
said. 

“In this province, the internal 
revenue allotment (IRA) is al- 
ways the source of contention. If 
you go to several towns, you will 
notice that there have been no 
improvements in their roads 
and other infrastructure for the 
past years. This is because the 
money was used to buy high- 
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HEAVILY armed but barefoot men agreed to have their picture taken—albeit not completely—by the 


Inquirer photographer at an un 


powered guns.” 

In the 1970s and 1980s, Abra 
was known as an active opera- 
tions base of the communist New 
Peoples Army. But from 1990s 
onward, the province was put in 
the limelight due to reports of the 
operations of hired goons and 
private armies. 


Need for private armies 

Longtime Abra politicians 
said the existence of private 
armies in the province arose 
from the need of some people to 
protect themselves from intense 
rivalries that had characterized 
Abra politics. 

Xander, a former commander 
of a private army of two Abra 
governors, traced the first 
known operation of political 
goons in the province to the ear- 
ly 19605. 

Now 64, Xander said the 1963 
elections in Abra, when Jose 
Valera—whose family had been 
‘politically entrenched in the 
province—and former’ Defense 
Undersecretary Carmelo Barbero 
ran against each other for gover- 
nor, was "the most violent” in the 
province. 

He alleged that one armed 
group included former convicts 
from Manila, 

“These men became vendors 
by day so they could familiarize 
themselves with the area,” Xan- 
der said. 

Lakay Tasyo, 84, a former me- 
dia practitioner, said the men 
were called “burik” because they 


losed place in Abra. 


sported tattoos. 

“To fight fire with fire and to 
balance the situation, [the other 
group) ‘imported’ goons from По- 
cos Sur. They were mostly men 
with bad [criminal] records, 
those who were on parole and 
who were wanted [by the po- 
lice],” Xander said 

‘Accounts from some old Abra 
folk said several political support- 
ersofthe rival groups died during 
that election period. 


Remembrance of things past 

"Nobody wanted to lose dur- 
ing that election," Lakay Tasyo 
айй, adding that one politician 
was backed "by the bourgeois" 
while his rival was supported 
"by people from the ili (vil 
lages)." 

But Lakay Tasyo disputed ac- 
counts that many politically moti- 
vated deaths occurred in Abra at 
that time. “There were only rare 
Occasions when people were 
Killed because of politics,” he 
said. 

Abra Gov. Vicente Valera, son 
of Jose Valera, vividly remembers 
that election year. 

“I remember very well when 
our ancestral house was struck by 
goons ... This was the time when 
political leaders would not want 
to go on the campaign trail any- 
more because of fear,” said Gov- 
emor Valera. 

A former Abra assemblyman 
said survival made the mainte- 
nance of a private armed group a 


“In response to the trend [of 
keeping goons) that was started 
[їп the 1960s] ... mayors felt the 
need to have goons as well,” he 
said. 

“Tt was not really as if private 
armies were established out of a 
whim. These were maintained as 
a defense mechanism to what 
was happening at that time." 


What is a private army? 

Senior Supt. Artemio Hicban, 
Abra police director, said the po- 
lice had identified only one 
group in the province that would 
fit the “operational definition" of 
aPAG. 

“There is only one group con- 
sidered to meet the [prescribed] 
parameters. Other politicians 
here maintain groups for security 
reasons," Hicban said. 

According to Hicban, police 
define a PAG as "any organized 
group of three or more persons, 


where at least one is armed with _ 


firearms and/or other deadly 
weapons and acts or is utilized to 
commit acts in violation of the 
law and/or human rights for pur- 
poses of engaging in or support- 
ing a partisan political and/or 
economic activity." 

Hicban defined partisan politi- 
cal activity as an "act designed to 
promote the election or the de- 
feat of particular candidate(s) to 
public office." 

“Рапізап economic acti 
on the other hand, is an "act de- 
signed to protect and/or advance 
the vested economic interest of a 


POSITION 


‘Just like killing chicken,’ says Abra hired gun 


AG 
YEAR of DEATH. 


Rosboio Рата 


Tagayan councior 


1898 


Jose Segundo Sr. 


“Tuba mayor 


2000 


Тато Bañez 


Piar ABC president 


2001 


Лапато Parado S 


Lagsyan councior 


2001 


Charito Tonto 


Langen ABC president 


2001 


Clarena Benwaren 


Tieg mayor 


2002 


Reynaldo Bataler 
and Restituto Benosa, 


Barangay aplans 
inPetarutia 


0 (билп We Aya 
Abra Festival parado) 


Тайпа бе 


Barangay аран 
in Langen. 


2002 


Neso Angin Beisaro > 


Barangay cipia 
in Bangued 


pg 


Tine Baisar 


"Iotake oath as barangay 
capiain in Langangiang 


p 


Talino Galibag 


‘Candidate for unlar 
inDanglas 


a 


Amor Bringas 


Forme barangay apilain 
in Bangued 


Rüben Ais 


la Paz ABC president 


(бәле жергі 


particular person or group of per- 
sons," he said. 

Hicban said groups whose ac- 
tivities were “purely criminal in 
mature" were not considered 
PAGS. 

Atleast two local officials and a 
scion of a politician here admit- 
ted to the Ingumer that they 
maintained private armies to pro- 
tect themselves from their politi- 
calenemies. 

One of them, Vladimir, 27, 
claimed that all Abra politicians 
maintained armed groups. 


"Everyone has private army’ 

"Actually, all politicians here 
have their own private armi 
Hindi uso ang demandahan dito 
(Lawsuits aren't the norm here)," 
he said. 

Vladimir said he grew up wit- 
nessing violence and conflict, and 
eventually learned to live by the 
gun. 

"The culture has made goons 
and private armies necessary 
here. Stealing and killing would 
be rampant if people did not fear 
anyone," he said. 

Valera said he was aware that 
private armies existed in the 
province and these groups had 
not been dismantled. 

“This matter had been brought 
арб the-euthiorities during the’ 
electioá périod and even up to 
now," hesaid. 

Valera denied allegations by 
his political rivals that he was 
maintaining an armed group. 

Asked whether it was impor- 
tant for an official in the province 
to maintain a private army, Valera 
said: “If this matter is not checked 
now, then it will have a con 
gious effect on other municipali- 
ties in our province. 

“I fear the day when everybody 
will be relying on goons, 
firearms, terrorism and threats 


just so these people will win elec- 
tions,” he said. 

Valera dismissed allegations 
that violence and the mainte- 
nance of PAG were part of Abra's 
culture.” 


Governor disagrees 

“I beg to disagree with that 
concept. Maybe 30 years ago, 40 
years ago, that was the trend 
"when it was a known faet that in 
our neighboring provinces, there 
were the so-called saka-saka 
(barefoot goons). It was only dur- 
ing this election (2004) that (we) 
had experienced this style of cam- 
paigning and style of maintaining 
again privare armies so one 
would win," he said. 

A police official said some 
armed groups did not resort to vi- 
lence and, in fact, respected the 
police and the people in power. 

“Kaunti lang ang mga walang 
PAG dito (There are only a few 
without PAGs here),” said the of- 
ficial. "But most officials use 
them for protection when they 
travel, unlike the group that had 
been positively identified by the 
police. These men are used to ha- 
Tass rivals and to win elections. 
They have more than 40 mem- 
bers.” 

The official added: “Other 
goons of politicians sare not 
killers.” 

He said it was only in Abra 
where even barangay captains 
and ordinary citizens asked the 
police for bodyguards. 

“In other provinces, only high 
ranking politicians (ask for body- 
guards). The culture here is very 
different and most police officers 
who are not Abra natives are 
shocked by that practice when 
they are assigned here,” the offi 
cial said. 

(Tomorrow: Private armies are 
‘pawns in Abra politics) 
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Church group formed to fight corruption 


From page Al 


and conduct lifestyle checks on 
local officials. 

According to Diola, contributing 
money to help address the fiscal crisis 
is a symbolic gesture “at best" be- 
cause the problem is caused by cor- 
ruption in the government. 

Barug Pilipino, which counts three 
bishops, a diocesan priest and lay vol- 
unteers among its members, was reg- 
istered at the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission on Aug. 27. 

Its chair, Cebu Archbishop Ricardo 
Cardinal Vidal, said the anticorrup- 
tion advocacy was the Church's re- 
sponse to the growing problem of 
graft and corruption. 

“We will teach the people the prin- 
ciples that they will need to pursue 
the advocacy. 1 know that the work 
will be very difficult, and this is where 
faith comes in," he said. 

Vidal officiated at the launching of 
the first of a series of modules on Aug. 
29 at the Ecotech Center in Barangay 
Lahug, Cebu City. 

Ina speech, Bishop Chito Tagle of 
the Imus Diocese said the Filipino 
people needed “a conversion, or a 
new way of looking at things.” 

"We must be open to change." Tagle 
said. “At present, around 80 percent of 
those who commit crimes in the 
Philippines are baptized Christians. 
This isa serious thing to ponder on.” 


Consolidated group 

In Manila, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo merged the Transparency Group 
with the Presidential Anti-Graft Com- 
mission, which will now be the lead 
agency to conduct lifestyle checks on 
government officials and personnel. 

"They are two different groups so I 
have decided to consolidate them,” she 
said yesterday at a breakfast forum of 
the Manila Overseas Press Club, 

Ms Arroyo appointed Defense Un- 
dersecretary Constancia de Guzman 


as new chair of the PAGC, and lawyer 
Nick Conti, an assistant secretary at 
the Office of the President who is in 
charge of the Transparency Group's 
lifestyle checks, asa member. 

De Guzman replaced Dario Rama, 
who was recently named postmaster 
general. 

She is a longtime aide of Ms Ar- 
royo's, having served with her at the 
Department of Trade and Industry. 
She was appointments secretary be- 
fore she was named to the Depart- 
mentof National Defense. 

Conti was Rigoberto Tigiao's deputy 
at the Transparency Group when the 
later was still Ms Arroyo's chief of staff. 
Tiglao has since been named head ofthe. 
Presidential Management Staff 

It was Conti who examined the 
statements of assets and liabilities of 
government officials and personnel, 
Which were made the basis for the 
lifestyle checks, 

‘Those with questionable assets or 
lifestyles vis a vis their salaries were 
investigated and charged with graft 
before the Ombudsman, 

Ms Arroyo said the PAGC was play- 
ing an important part in her campaign 
against corruption in the government. 

She said that like the Office of the 
‘Ombudsman, the PAGC needed more 
investigators to effectively carry out 
its task of weeding out corrupt offi- 
cials and personnel. 


‘New form of politics’ 

Barug Pilipino intends to pursue an 
advocacy that is "Church-based and 
Church-initiated but лос 
Church-bound," Diola said. 

“The country needs a new form of 
politics wherein leaders render gen- 
uine, humble service, wherein power 
and authority are balanced by humility 
and responsibility. To be a church of the 
poor isto fight corruption," he said. 

State auditor Heidi Mendoza of the 
Commission on Audit is assisting Vidal 
inthe group's anticorruption advocacy. 


would be trained to become not only 
effective partners in the anticorrup. 
tion program but also vigilant in the 
disbursement of government funds, 
“The Church can be a strong front 
against corruption because it can 
tackle moral reform programs when 
we can only work with structural re- 
form. Now, with the faith dimension, 
people will constantly be in touch 
with their conscience,” said Меп. 
doza, author of the book, "А guide to 
the investigation of common procure- 
ment fraud and irregularities,” and a 
volunteer of the Transparency Group. 


Periodic cycle 

In his homily during the launch, Vi- 
dal said that while the Filipinos had 
lived through a number of triumphs, 
their difficulties would not stop in 
this generation or even in the next. 

"Idealists have turned cynical over 
the cycle of euphoria and depression 
our nation periodically undergoes. 
But real advocates keep on," he said. 

Barug Pilipino spokesperson Paul 
Hubahib said a strict screening pro- 
cess had been putin place. 

Volunteers who want to join the an- 
ticorruption group will need the rec- 
ommendation of any of the members, 
and the board of trustees—which in- 
cludes Bishops Tagle and Tony Ledes- 
ma of the Ipil Diocese in Zamboanga 
del Sur—will be consulted before they 
are accepted, Hubahib sai 

He also said the group was solely 
relying on donations and monthly 
pledges from members, “which also 
have to be screened.” 

Many of the leaders of Barug 
Pilipino belonged to the now defunct 
Citizens for Judicial Independence, a 
multisectoral group that took up the 
cudgels for Chief Justice Hilario Da- 
vide Jr. when impeachment charges 
were filed against him last year. With 
а report from Juliet LabogJavel- 
lana in Manila 
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Plaints, lobbying holding up PNP revamp 5С junks heinous crime 
By Christian V. Esguerra Ebdane Jr, had requested Agli- ог instance, he said, there them from accepting with an cour ts to protect judges 


pay to allow some members of are some Metro Manila-based open mind whatever positions 
WHATS keeping top cop Edgar Philippine Military Academy officials who didn't want to as- their bosses deemed suited for By Philip C, Tubeza 
Aglipay from completing the re- Class 1981 to assume some sume posts in far-flung regions them. " Pe 
vamp of the Philippine National choice positions, the officersaid. like Caraga in Mindanao. Hav- The general explained that the si É 
Police? a" e ку. чс i hdecyPoddonstheyten emp wes delayed prinarlipby ДЫҢ опе һай abo 

Aglipay promised last week to vorite,” the batch includes Senior sidered provincial appoint. the lack of civil service eligibility 
‘announce new appointments to Superintendents Alex Monteagu- ments not appropriate to their of some officials up for promo- 
his six-month administration but 4о ала Alan Purisima, chiefofthe status, he said. tion. 
has since been silent. The reason: Police Anti-Crime Emergency Re- A member of the SOPBB, He also cited the cases of offi- 
his list had to go through last- sponse (Pacer) team. who is also a general, chided cers like Chief Superintendents 
minute revisions, owing to com- Another senior officer yester- the officer for what he consid- Marcelo Navarro and Victor Luga 
plaints and lobbying by police дау said a number of upperclass- ered their unprofessional atti- who have less than a year left in 
generals, and some technical men were dismayed at the al- tud the service. trative order that ercoted heinous’ allow them to carry gue cutside 
hitches. eged preferential treatment that “Why choose?" he told the In- — Since Navarro is set to reach crime courts. Бао таса. 

“He's having a tough time ap- some members of РМА 781 had qure. “We're supposed to be his mandatory retirement age of “(The order) is hereby revoked It said the Office of the Court Ad- 
pointing the people he wants,” been enjoying. professional officers here. They 56 in August next year and Luga owing to the relatively low ministrator (OCA) obtained a com- 
said a senior police officer. Another problem besetting should consider all appointments 19 days later, they cannot be pro- caseloads in the said courts and mitment from former PNP chief 
"Somehow, his hands are tiedbe- Aglipay, the officer claimed, in- ава stepping stone for better po- moted to the rank of director considering that the current set- Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. to grant the. 
cause there are some top officials volved some generals who were sitions in the future. But every- (two-star general), he said. up makes а heinous crime court request of judges to cary firearms. 
lobbying for their own men. not happy with the new assign- thing should be based on their But the official said the PNP judge easily identifiable, making The tribunal reminded the PNP 
Worse, there's also Malacafiang, ments Aglipay and the Senior Of- performance.” leadership had already ironed him or her an easy prey to vindic. that, under the Revised Adminis- 
which has the last say.” fers Placement and Promotions Тһе general said these officers out complications. He said Agli- tive litigants,” the high tribunal ` trative Code, judges are not re- 

Even his predecessor, retired Board had initially lined up for should abandon their “city boy” рау might announce the revamp said, i quired to secure permits to carry 
Director General Hermogenes mentality that purportedly kept within the week. Tt said that regional trial courts firearms outside their homes, 


would now handle heinous 
crimes. 

The tribunal issued its resolu- 
ished heinous crime courts in an tion after two judges were killed 
effort to stop the killing of judges last month and in June, raising 
allover the country. the number of magistrates killed 

In a two-page resolution dated іп the last five years to seven. 
Aug. 24, the tribunal approved The Supreme Court said that 
several measures to ensure the judges should have “special pro- 
security of judges, including the cessing privileges" when asking 
revotation of the 1996 adminis- the Philippine National Police to 
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DFA: Iraq still ll unsafe for Pinoy workers 


By T] Burgonio 


A PHILIPPINE security-monitor- 
ing team in the Middle East said it 
was not yet “100 percent” safe for 


ban on deployment of workers 
there stays. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo 
issued the statement Monday follow- 
ing reports that 24 Filipinos managed. 


ІТІТТЕГІ 
SYSTEMS 


Call for FREE DEMO 


Filipinos to work in Iraq, hence, the 
892-9073 to 77 


mam KNOW 


62222 


VERNON TAPALLA'S 


COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS 
and THE WRITING INSTITUTE 


SOO 
БЕТЕГЕ] The Success & Conidence Bulking Program 


IKAN On Spooch Improvement, Efecto 
Seltresentatons & Personaity Development 


ШЕШІ» Canon: Olivetti» Savin 
Also Available : LIQUID COPIERS 


ИТЕН On Speech, Grammar, Pub Speaking. 
Confidence Bigg. Personaty Devt 
2. Reating and Comprehension for kids 


COPYTRADE. 


perm В 
диде ote (Beside Rat Une 


Г We will show you how. 
Success. Friends. Confidence. You can have it all! 

Powers Programs. Personality Development. 

Executive Grooming. Corporate Training. Modeling. Acting. 
Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers diplom: 


CALL Now. 892 95 n. 
Def Qoo TE 


‘casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St, Legaspi Vilage, Makati 
‘CONVENIENT PARKING NEARBY 
CONGRATULATIONS TO KAREN AGUSTIN, 2ND RUNNER UP, 
“MODEL OF THE YEAR"-AT IMTA NEW YORK, JULY 2004 


Зоот 


Quality na gamot, sa presyong mas abot! 


Suggested Retail Price August 8, 2004 е Makatitipid ng higit sa 80% 


Analgesic/Antipyretic Leading 
(Para sa kirot, lagnat o trangkaso) Brand 
Melenamic Acid susp. 50 mgS ml 60 ml. 10400 
Malenamic Acid lab. 500 mg 2085 
Paracetamol syrup 125 mai ті 60 ml 6350 
Paracetamol tab 500 mg 245 


Anti-biotic (Kontra-Bakterya) 
Amoxicilin cap. 250 mg 
Amoxicilin cap. 500 mg 
Amoxiclin susp. 250 mg/S ml, 60 ml 
2 Ampicilin cap. 500 mg 
[| Chloramphenicol cap. 500 mg 
Chioramphenico susp. 125 mg mi 60 mi 
Co-timoxazole tab (TM-160mg SMZ-800mg) 
2 Gostimexazote cap. (TM-80mg 5М2-400т9) 
2 Co-timoxazole susp. (TM-40mg SMZ-200mg) 


Anti-cough (Para sa Ubo) 


ГҮ 
19.18/tab 
41.80/bot 

1:85лаь 


SSSS| 


as 
1575 
144.00 
1415 
3775 
39475 
2600 
1480 
11575 


©35/сар 
12.05/cap 
98.90/bot 

7.55501 

3455сар 

35435/bot. 
2370лаһ 
1220сар 
503550. 


to slip into Iraq and find work in US 
military camps despite the 


existing ban. 
“Ultimately it has to be our 


Ш Middle East Preparedness 
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DOMESTIG PROMO 
BORACAY P6888 


АТА TICKET ON ASIAN SPIRIT 
ÊN wotel. н/в, Transfers And. 
d'exy Island "Tour w/lunch. 


Team (MEPT), together with Charge 
d'Affaires (Ricardo) Endaya, who will 
give us the word. Until we are assured 
of the safety and security of all Fil- 
ipinos there, the ban on deployment, 
including truck drivers, should re- 
main,” Romulo said. 

Endaya is vice chair of the MEPT. 

‘The entry of 24 Filipinos into Iraq was 
reported by an interagency committee 
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озн HIGYSHENDIENSMACAU 
THU/SAT Dep. MIN 4 PAK 


Ho Direct-FLT DAILY 
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Бел ease 


IGE SHENZHEN? SRANGRAT 
SAN. TUES- MIN 10 PAX 


$378 


GOSH MKGP SHENZHEN” 
sene hon tan 12 S429 
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CUSTOMIZED CHINA PACKAGES (create your own itinerary) 


16 EUROPEAN ENCOUNTER 51,598. гамоз 


16 EUROPE WITH LOURDES $2,088.45. 15 


: To VANCOUVER/CANADIAN ROCKIES 5525:5% еее 


2 qo EAST COAST PACKAGE , 


$498, Пк Stang and 
Hali Su ey Алаштан ony) 


5 9 WEST COAST PACKAGE S £29 ut ien E] 
B 3-10 AUSTRALIA PACKAGE STARTS at 5%: Н 
pure. 


== 575 NUEVA ST: BINONDO: MANILA ^^: 
TEL: Len 244-9690, Tessie 309-1758; Lily 244-9692 Tera 245-4658 
Email: mulantraveló hotmail.com Сей No.: 0917-514-0378 


Screw Air Compressor 
Made by Bauer of Germany 


ROTORCOMP 


SU tue Pii. no hose connections 
ЕСКЕ 


SWAN 
, ar compressors 


оге year waranty 
Air coced 2HP 1o30 HP 


2 Bromhexine HCL syrup 4 тоб ml, 60 ml 
Carbocisteine cap. 500 mg. 
Carbocstene susp. 100 туб ml, 60 пі 


Anti-diarrhea (Para sa pagtatae) 
1025 


= Loperamide cap. 2mg 180 BASicap 
Mebibill ea sumusunod et ea тре Шр 
Botikang abot-kaya ang halaga. Wout of stock, cal 711933 712-4990 143-1636 
Rose 


| ЕМІЕНЕУ „Сб, 


7475 
1225 
8725 


2875501 
‘9.85/cap 
545501 
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PHARMACY 
For factory prices visi: www. DLI-Generics.com for complete product 8 price information 


p to 80% Off 
vari Ts Water Closet » ny Sei йа Sink ' : nn hoses 


вооон АруЕМТОВЕ IMPORT-EXPORT 


BATHROOMS, KITCHENS & TILES 


ÈT QUEZON CITY. GIF C. Ramirez Bldg. 121 Quezon Ave. сос Araneta Ave, Quezon City 
Tels. 781-0095 + 781-0096 4740080 Telefax No. 414-4788 (Mon. - Sat 9:00 6:00pm) 

MAKATI 7-Е UPY Bldg., Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, cor. Marconi St, Makati City 
Tels. 833-4643 «833-4642 + 720-6946 Fax No. 8164335 (Mon. - Sat. 9:00 -6:00 pm) 

MCOOR CAVITE (Near SM Bacoor) Km 20 Gen. Tirona Hi-way Mabolo, Bacoor Cavite Tel. (846) 434-3514 
+ (046) 434-9576 Рах: (046) 970-5364 (Monday - Sat. 6:00am. -5:00 pm] 

‘OFFICE Tel. 834-2543 + 515.0677 + 5515110 + 8312122 + 831-9123 « 831-3424 


Email : aiecomn!@info.com.ph 


Fax No, (6329314850 


Compressed Air Dryer 
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VACUUM BOOSTERS 
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PROCEEDS WILL GO YO THE UP ЖА SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
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m 
TATERDMORAPVTEPESE отыны) 
mitos DREN ont 


tasked to review the partial lifting of the ban on 
workers who want to work in US-run Camps Ana- ! 
conda and Victory in Baghdad, 

‘The country has existing agreements with 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Kuwait to stop Fil-: 
ipino truck drivers from crossing their borders 
into Iraq. 

Romulo stressed that the chief considera- 
tion for the complete lifting of the ban in the 
‘war-ravaged state remained the safety and se- 
curity of the Filipino workers there. 

“Obviously, when their safety is assured then 
we will talk about lifting the ban,” he said. 

Pending the issuance of a clearance by the 
MEPT, Endaya visited the work sites of Fil- 
ipinos to provide any form of assistance and 
to assure them that the Department of For- 
eign Affairs was ready to repatriate them: 
should they decide to come here. 

"The ban on the deployment of workers to Iraq 
was imposed in April and lifted on July 1. It was. 
reimposed nine days later after Iraqi militants 
seized Filipino truck driver Angelo de la Cruz. 
With Anthony S. Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


American traders' 
group warns on 
tax amnesty bill 


THE AMERICAN Chamber of Commerce of 
the Philippines Inc. has warned that the pro- 
posed tax amnesty bill in Congress "unduly 
favors the tax evaders and is disadvantageous 
to honest taxpayers." 

In a letter to the House ways and means 
committee, the chamber zeroed in on a provi- 
sion that requires persons earning P100,000 
and more per year to file statements of assets, 
liabilities and net worth. 

“The forced filing of the statements of assets, 
liabilities and net worth is an unnecessary re- 
quirement or a burden to middle income 
salaried taxpayers who diligently pay taxes by 
payroll deduction,” said Amcham taxes and tar- 
iff committee chair Cirilo Noel in the letter. 

Noel said there was serious concern about 
the handling, management and keeping of 
the SAL by the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 

“Concern for serious breaches of confiden- 
tiality will certainly discourage taxpayers to 
disclose all their assets and reveal their true 
net worth in the statements," Noel said. 

He said the filing of SALs could be used by 
organized crime syndicates to target victims 
for kidnapping and robbery. 

"The filing of the statements of assets, lia- 
bilities and net worth would just make it casi- 
er for kidnappers and robbers to select their 
targets," Noel said. 

As of yesterday, legislators were debating 
the merits of requiring the filing of SALs with 
Rep. Salacnib Baterina (Lakas, Ilocos Sur) 
saying it was unconstitutional, 

Baterina said the provision would in effect 
violate a person's right against self-incrimina- 
tion. Carlito Pablo 


Journalism grants 
available at Ateneo 


EIGHT fellowship grants will be awarded by 
the Konrad Adenauer Center for Journalism 
(СЕЈ) at the Ateneo de Manila University to 
working journalists interested in pursuing а, 
master's degree in journalism. 2 
The СЕЈ fellowships for the master's degree 
are granted to full-time staff members of a news 
organization in Asia and the Pacific Islands. Ap- 
plicants are screened on the basis of their p 
fessional and academic record, and commit- 
ment to journalism and leadership qualities. A 
-grant covers tuition and expenses for books, 
travel and accommodations. 
Eighteen journalists from six countries have: 
received the fellowship since it was established- 
in June 2003, which. 
coincided with the 
launch of is 12- 
course distance le 
ing program leading: 
toan MA. in Journal 
ism. 

Tor the first semester 
of the present school 
year, eight joumal- 
isis—one each from Sri 
Lanka and China, two, 
from Malaysia and four 
from е Philip- 
pines—received fel- 
lowships. 

Ateneo's М.А. Jour- 
nalism program is dis- 
tinctive for its innova- 
tive use of online and 
conventional leaming 
methods, With most. 

Í of the courses con- 
ducted online, work- 
ing }оштайыз and 
other professionals in 
the program are able 
to study at their own 
pace, and in their own 
homes or workplaces. 

Application forms 
may be downloaded 
from — hup/djate- 
meocdu or requested 
by email at news- 
roomQadmu edu ph. 
СЕ) may also be con- 
tacted by phoneat 632- 
9263252 or 632426- 
6001 (local 5215), ог 
fax at 632-926-3254, 
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We Supply HARD-TO-FIND Foods 1 
1. Potato Balls — 6.Stuffed Shrimps 
2. Asstd HK Dimsum7. Quikiam Balls 
3. Buchi Red/Uve 8. 5-in-! Ball 
4.Fun-Shaped 9. Beef Footlong 
Chicken Nuggets 10. Nachos & Displa 
5. Chicken Balls 


TC 
та ЛОУ This extraordinary house & lot (turn key) 
at Australia’s beautiful Gold Coast could 


Be yours for only US$ 249,000.00 


mn 


armers 
11, French Fries 
734-9088/734-9114 


IWATA Time RECORDERS 
ШТ & Reus, Атмозт 20 Years їн Tr Marner Now 


DEPARTURE DATE: November 9, 2004 
Msgr. Manny G. Gabriel 
Pilgrimage Chaplain 
Executive Resources, Inc. 
22 INTERNATIONAL PILGRIMAGE COORDINATORS 


Lower Lobby, Century Park Holl, P. Ocampo St, Malate, Manila 
Call Amie or Merle e Tel. Nos. 523-8581-89, 522-3689 
Fax: 526.0126 * E-mail: pilgrimage@execres.com.ph 
бдее Website: www executveresaurces.com ph. 
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For more information, call our hotline: 
(02) 848.0659 / 0660 
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> ss M Better Way to Get Connected 


KEY TELEPHONE SYSTEM 


Shepherd 


ACE WAROWARE SM мерей SH батат „О-П. ЕТ, Panos Сыйла aster 

DDOLT-CENTER setis Pace Нокас HARDWARE WORKSHOP SM Азга North Edsa SM Mala 

ROBINSONS FANDYUMN INC Exc Cagayan De Ora TRUE VALUE HARDWARE: Абл Төн Ceo 
[254 
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Pork за Usati подна Power Ран Mata rs Ponga 


CASH for DIAMONDS атон 


Nibor Diamond Buying Office of the Philippines кг а алы. 
EU eee 


A minute dive to ROTUNDA / 
Ф tthe back of MCDONALDS. 
апа OLVAREL PLAZA 


E eot 


P10,920 mo. 


IN- x FINANCING AND 
DOWNPAYMENT SCHEME AVAILABLE 


+ INSTANT CASH for 1 1/2 carat & above, antiques 
and modern jewelry. Also old-cut diamonds 
- WE ACCEPT LOANS on important diamonds and 2 z ош 
Jewelry 
ALL TRANSACTIONS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL, JUSTIC CORPORATION 
Tel. Nos.: 725-1823) 726-1931. Mobile No.: (0917) 536-2456 Ш мен 
Жыланы а naar логу белт ЕСЕЛЕГЕН 
Central Jewelry At The Jewellery. Greenhils Shopping Center. San Jun. ММ. = 
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Don t miss: this learning experierice, never before staged! 


Irrefutable Laws 17 Essential Qualities of 2 Events to learn these from 
a Team Player 


of Leadership the man who created them 


ROU 


Proudly Present 


LIVE IN MANILA 


BUILDING TEAMS Ш BUILDING LEADERS 


ІШІ 


September 15 m September 16 


High Impact 
Teams Seminar 


2 1. 


та 


JOHN MAXWEEb” 


EADERSHIP 


Acquiring the 17 Essential Qualities of a Team Player 
ec ec ане а ы 
Araneta Coliseum + September 15, 2004 

(Wednesday) 

6:00 pm to 9:30 рт” 


Ticket Prices at P400; Рид; "PIED; "9950; "P1,750; Р2250 and P2,750 
"invadiscló out seats 
Now Sections Opened at Ine back (South Gate P150, P200: P250 


Tickets are available at: 


AIM Alumni Association - 4F AIM Conference Center, Benavidez cor. Traslerra St., Legaspi Vill, Makati, Tel. 


SUMMIT 


LIVING AND LEARNING THE 
21 IRREFUTABLE LAWS OF LEADI A 


РСС + September 16, 2004 (Thursday) 
8:30 am to 540 pm 


Ticket Prices at *P3,200 ; P3,500 ; 
*P5,700 ; P7,300 ; P8,000 ; P9,000 ; 
P10,000 ; P11,000 ; P12,000 ; *P14,000 
"imitediscid-out seats 


Fees include lunch, snacks and whole 
day seminar. 


fr рағудатыр FOCK TOC Ray, ж реп naui 
5, 


. 5, лак 
Tel No. 928.7168, ask for Amylay Riconalla, PSTD - Suite 904 Cityland 10, Dela, Gosia St, Salcedo Vil, Makat, TNCS ҚОЛДАР ns, 


Loyola Heights, QC., 


Werd of Hope (103 Edsa, Quezon City. Tel. No. 3733041 


455-4281 loc. NT, ask for Joel Susara Lapuz Bido.. 160 PPan 
1 tee Rowena Vicente or сай 737-1509 for FREE OELIVIC New! Buy. 


World Teach - 3F Lazaro 


For Bulk Ticket Sales, Corporate and Group discount purchases, сай the producers, Salt and Light Ventures at: 830 
maxwell@saltandlightventures.com, www.saltandlightventures.com 
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BCD-PINPOINT 
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MARKETING CORPORATION 


EXCLUSIVE MARKETING NETWORK FOR S-TA. LUCIA 


Realty & Development, Inc. 


We celebrate our tenth year 
ith pride in our past, fulfillment 

in our present, and hope in our 

2 future. As we mark this momentous 
occasion, we express gratitude to 
the people who have been behind 
us through every challenge that 
went our way. We celebrate each 
victory with those who have 
contributed to our success. And 
we look forward to what is yet to 
come hand in hand with those who 

|. have remained faithful to our 
vision. 


Today, we step into a new chapter 
in our corporate history with a 
renewed commitment to serve and 2 ажылы ur 
> enrich the lives of our stakeholders. — ^ ‘THE EXECUTIVE COMMITEE 
Join us, as we brace ourselves to Matilde P. Robles: President 
, creating innovative strategies, Ма, Melinda A. Bernardino: EVP for Finance & Administration 
conquering pristine fields; and 
realizing new dreams! 


ELEERATING 


€ 
Ma. Carmina A. Sotto: EVP for Sales & Marketing TEAMWORK, Есекс & 


FAVORITE OF THE FAMILY ULIRANG TSUPER MOST ACTIVE BRANCH 
Hall of Fame 2004 Plaridel, Bulacan 


"Clemente Silos Болпа Jean Crüz & Imee Cruz Marlou Cajote Perla Bautista 
Employee Of The Year Branch Personnel Perfect Attendance Моя Punctual 


10-YEAR SERVICE AWARDEE, 10-YEAR LOYALTY AWARDEES 
= m ч А ---- 5-YEAR SERVICE AWARDEES 
LtoR: Bernadette La Madrid, 
Perla Bautista, 
Cecille Demate, 
Seated: Edwin Vital 


YEAR LOYALTY. 7 
AWARDEES 
Top Row L to R: Bienvenido 
San Juan, Victor Ramos, 
Eulalio Fabro, Leonardo. 


Lilia Peco, Benjamin 
Delfino, Nelia Carlos 
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Main ой ice: 6th Floor State Center Il, Ortigas Ave., Mandaluyong City / Tel nos.: 724-7101, 724-7107, 726-4205 / Fax: 2 


Plaridel Branch: La Mirada Project Site, Tabang, Plaridel, Bulacan Cavite Branch: #94 Aguinaldo Highway, Pala-pala, Sampaloc |, Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Tel. no: (044) 795-2933 Tel. no. (046) 416-1045 

Cabanatuan Branch: Unit 5, L. Padlemo Bldg.. National Наде) Catena Су, Numa БР Rosario Cavite Branch: clo POMC General Trias Hi-way, Rosario, Cavite 

Те по: (044) 600-001 Ты. по: (046) 438-7142 

Subic Branch: Club Morocco Beach Resor 8 Residential sales, Cabitaugan, Subic, Zambales Davao Branch: Unit 8-Vita Abril Bldg. ).P. Laurel Ave., Davao Cily 

Tel. No.: (047) 252-2726 Tel по: (082) 222-4146, (082) 222-4858 
Urdaneta Branch: Rm. 306 LIS Bldg., McArthur Highway, San Vicente, Urdaneta, Pangasinan 

Tel no. (075) 568-4199. 
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The RHMC's.10th Anniversary Thanksgiving Mass and Awarding Ceremonies will be held at the Main Office today. 
and the Grand Carribean Party will be held on September 10, 2004 at the NBC Tent, Bonifacio Global City. 


RSE RTE К С 5 " 1А ü 
Revive antismugele bodies, 
businessmen urge Gloria 


BUSINESS groups are question- 
ing President MacapagakAr- collections to P60.157 billion in 
Toyos move abolishing three key е first half of this year. Gil C. 
antismuggling bodies last month | Cabacungan Jr. 

despite the contin- 
‘ued influx into the 
country of cheap and 
substandard goods 
for which no duties 
are paid. 

In a letter to the 
President, the Federa- 
tion of Philippine In- 
dustries (ЕРІ) and the 
Fair Trade Alliance 
(FTA) appealed for 
the revival of the Cab- 
inet Oversight Com- 
mittee on Smuggling 
(Cocas), the National 
Anti-Smuggling Task 
Force (NASTF) and 
the Antismuggling In- 
telligence and Investi- 
gation Center (Asiic) 
Whose  responsibili 
ties were transferred. 
to the Bureau of Cus- 
toms оп Aug. 25. 

Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye said the 
President abolished 
the three bodies to 
give newly appointed 
Customs Commis- 
sioner Jorge Jereos 
up to seven months 
to prove himself. 

The FPI and FTA 
said the three bodies, 
headed by Interior 
Secretary — Angelo 
Reyes, had been very 
effective in curbing 
smuggling, citing the 


Т) 


Р8800 


INFINITE Сей for FREE DEMO 
SYSTEMS 892-9073 to 77 


13.4 percent increase in customs 


FOR ALL YOUR 
AUTO REPAIR AND 
SERVICE NEEDS... 


! WE'VE GOT iT! 


Auto Service Center 


DRIVE IN FOR A CHECK-UP! 


SEE THE DIFFERENCE АМО 
FEEL THE RESULTS. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
AYALA CENTER А ARNAZ AVENUE FORUERLY PASAY 
‘ROAD, CORNER WEST ORNE, MAKATI CITY 


8922212 ө 8922213 ө 8922214 
8867552 ө 8867551 


'ORMERLY PASAY ROAD) 


eo THis way 
ANSON 
EMPORIUM 


PARKING 


PARK SQUARE 2 


IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS 
by REEVES © ASSOCIATES 


24 Years Of Excellent Service To The Business & Immigrant Commui 
* R&A represents hundreds of Hospitals in California and 
throughout the U.S. that have immediate RN & PT openings 
* Devoted exclusively to the practice of immigration & 
nationality law 


Successfully immigrated more than 16,000 Filipino families 


* Case Information System allowing clients on-line access to 
their files 24 hours a day 
[| е RGA is the firm that other attorneys send their clients when 
their cases are too difficult or complicated 
* КОА is one of the largest, oldest and most trusted 
immigration firms in the United States 


Call (02) 759-6777 


YOU DESERVE TO BE REPRESENTED BY THE VERY BEST 
€ PASADENA 9 АН FRANCISCO Ө BEIJING € MANILA Ө) 
wwworreeves.com e-mail: rrphil@rreeves.com 


 Attomey & Board Сото! Specialist 
Immigration & Nationality Law (USA) 
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Choose, hest 27s. 
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MOTOROLA C650 |5 ЕР: 11,990] 
MOTOROLA V600 [SRP: 27,490] 


VGA CAMERA ` TRI-BAND m AXE 5 
PICTURE CALLER ID QUAD-BAND > ° 
WAP CAPABLE INTEGRATED VGA CAMERA W/ FLASH 
VIDEO PLAYBACK VIDEO PLAYBACK) 


INTERGRATED SPEAKERPHONE MP3 RINGTONES 


gros, AVAILABLE @ ADI TELECOM! 
М North EDSA, SM Fairview, SM Megamall, SM Marilao, Parksquarei, SM Southmall, SM Bicutan, 
SM Bacoor, SM Lucena, Savers Mali-Pampanga, Nepomall-Pampanga, Metrotown-Tariac, SM Baguio, 
SM Cebu, SM Davao FOR MORE INQUIRIES CALL 3720024 TO 291 
изо AVAILABLE AT: ALPHA DELTA (072009206) MOBILE EXPERT (8128399), QUALITY CELLULAR (322192) SEMICON (4834965), GLOBOTEL (8890194). IN 
оок CELLPHONE (3715104) MEGACELLULAR (5221639) EPIONE (6715436), GERMANTICS MKTG. (2529531), WAVE CELULAR (7221517) KAY CRLNORE (4217031), 
'CELSTTE (533672) WIRELESS CONNECTION (6381311), CELLTEX (7173739) ORANGE (7230924) NOVICEL (01704) 


WE ALSO ACCEPT DEALERS! INTERESTED DEALERS CALL OXFORD DISTRIBUTIONS INC. © 3720024 TO 29 LOCAL 2211 
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‘your housing loan? : 


c;P1,000,000 


Join the BPI Family 
Savings Bank 


Get the chance to erase P100,000, 
P250,000, Р500,000 


or even P1,000,000 
from your Happy Family Housing Loan! 


MECHANICS: 


1-АП diens who avail of a BI Family Savings Bank Happy Family Housing Loan, for a minimum Ioan 

amount of Р400,000, from July 1 to December 15, 2004 will be entitled to a raffle ticket. Loan 
avaiimenscouned through any BPI, BPI family Savings Bank Branch, рге Banking Center or 
Business Center nationwide or through BPI Express Online are qualified to join the promo. 


2. There will be one raffle ticket number for every loan booked. The raffle ticket number will correspond 
to the loan account number. 


3. To qualify for the promo, the pur 
Т Purchase of Lot House апа 
Howse Construction 
Home Renovation 
Relnsnng of eng loan with other banks 
Мақта Loan 


xe of the loan should be any of the following: 
t Townhouse or Residential Condominium 


4. There will be three draws and one Grand Draw wherein client's oan will be erased up to P1 Million. 
Norvwinning loan accounts are still qualified in the succeeding draws. The draw dates are as follows: 


ез Оган: September 10, 2004 (Friday) 
Second Draw: October 8, 2004 (Friday) | -cutolf dates: July 1 to September 30, 2004 
Third Draw : November 12, 2004 (Friday) - cut-off dates: July 1 to October 31, 2004 

Grand Draw : December 23, 2004 (Thursday) - cut-off dates: July 1 to December 15, 2004 


+ cut-off dates: July 1 to August 31, 2004 


The prizes are as follows: 

Ast Draw - 3 winners of P100,000.00 each, tax-free, to be applied to the principal balance. 
2nd Draw - 2 winners of P250,000.00 each, tax-free, to be applied to the principal balance. 
3rd Draw - 1 winner of 500,000.00, tax-free, to be applied to the principal balance." 
Grand Draw - 1 winner of P1.0 Million, tax ree, to be applied to the entire foan.* 


"In the event that the outstanding balance of the winner is less than the prize amount, the difference will 
be credited to the winner's settement account. 


5. АП eligible accounts must be in current status as of raffle draw date to be included in the гае. 
6. Each account number may win only once during the entire promo period. 
7. Winners will be notified through registered mail and will be published in leading newspapers. 


8. All employees of the Unibank, йз subsidiaries, its advertising and promo agencies and their relatives 
Gp to the second degree of consanguinityaffnity are disqualified to join this promo. 


9. Praes are neither transferable nor convertible to cash. 
10. Taxes on prizes exceeding P10,000 will be shouldered by BP! Family Savings Bank. 


11. In cases of dispute, the decision of ВРІ Family Savings Bank, with the concurrence of DTI, shall be 
deemed final. 


Promo runs from July 1 to December 15, 2004 only! Сай 845-6888 or 89-100 
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After surgery, Clinton tells Kerry how to beat Bush 


Frompage Al 

John Kerry and his bid to unseat 

President George W. Bush. 

| ^O With Kerry badly in need of a 
boost after new polls showing 

| him trailing Bush by double dig- 
its, voters at home on the holiday 
"were instead treated to reports 
that Clinton had been giving Ker- 
ту advice from his hospital bed. 

Tt gave the image that Kerry was 

the one in need of the “rescue op- 
eration,” CNN political commen- 
tator William Schneider joked. 
* The New York Times reported 
that Kerry had enlisted mare Clin- 
ton advisers to help shore up his 
faltering campaign eight weels 
ahead ofthe Nov. 2 election. 

Clinton, a  cigarsmoking 
workaholic whose family history 
of heart disease and passion for 
junk food had set him up for a 
heart attack in the near future, 
underwent a quadruple heart by- 
‘pass operation to relieve arteries 
5o severely clogged that they 
posed imminent danger of a ma- 
Jor heart attack. 

Blockages in some arteries 
were “well over 90 percent,” said 
Dr. Craig R. Smith, the surgeon 
"who led the operation at New 
York Presbyterian Hospital. 

"There was a substantial likeli- 
“hood that he would have had a sub- 
stantial heart attack,” said Dr. Allan. 
Schwartz, chief of cardiology. 

During the operation, Clinton's 
‘heart was stopped and he was put 
‘on a heart-lung machine for 73 
minutes, That process, used for 
"more than 75 percent of bypass 
patients, carries а small risk of 
stroke and neurological compli- 
cations. 

In a four-hour procedure, sur- 
geons took blood vessels from 
Clinton's chest and left leg and at- 
tached them to arteries feeding 
his heart, creating detours for the 


bloodstream around segments 
dangerously choked with plaque, 
the detritus of thousands of ham- 
burgers, pizzas and fried eggs. 

His team of 12 doctors, which 
included three surgeons, called 
the operation routine 


Magical touch 

"Throughout his career, Clin- 
ton, 58, has demonstrated an al- 
most magical ability to find the 
spotlight, helping make him the 
only Democrat to be elected to 
the White House since Jimmy 
Carter in 1976. 

His popularity with voters al- 
lowed him to survive sex scandals 
that led to his impeachment, and 
many Democrats blame presiden- 
tial candidate Al Gores 2000 
election loss on Gore's decision to 
try to distance himself from Clin- 
ton after the impeachment. 

Clinton drew thousands of 
people on a book tour earlier this 
year to promote his best-selling 
autobiography "My Life," and 
was widely seen as the star of the 
show at July's Democratic nation- 
al convention, overshadowing 
Kerry with a speech that electri- 
fied the party faithful. 

Democratic party chair Terry 
McAuliffe said Clinton had been 
expected to make 10 appearances 
for Kerry in September and cam- 
paign extensively for him in Octo- 
ber, the New York Times said. 

In а 90-minute conversation 
from the hospital on Saturday, 
the former president told Kerry to 
stop focussing on his service in 
the Vietnam War and instead at- 
tack Bush on job creation and 
health care, the paper said. 


Bush leads by double digits 

‘The report said there was ris- 
ing concern among Democrats 
about the state of the Kerry cam- 


Di 


a model of a human heart to explain to reporters the heart bypass surgery he performed on 
Clinton on Monday. At right, Bill Clinton jogs їп Washington in this. 5^ 
Sept. 15, 1994 file photo. The former US president had a successful quadruple heart bypass. 


former US President Bil 


‘operation on Monday to relieve clogged arteries. 


paign. There has been criticism 
that Kerry was slow to respond to 
attacks on his military record and 
to counter Bush on domestic poli- 


с. 

According to а poll іп Mon- 
day's Newsweek magazine, Bush 
would trounce Kerry by а 54-43 
percent margin in a head-to-head 
matchup held right now. Rival 
‘Time magazine also showed Bush 
with a double-digit lead. 

The numbers mark a huge 
bounce for Bush after last week's 
Republican national convention, 
where the US president pledged 
to continue the war on terrorism. 

Until the convention, repeated 
polls showed Bush and Kerry to 


bé in a neck-and-neck race with 
US voters sharply divided. 

Doctors said the burger-gob- 
bling Clinton would have to 
watch his diet in the future if he 
wanted to stay out of hospital. 

Clinton is expected to make a 
full recovery and live a normal 
life, doctors said, but the days of 
burgers and French fries that 
marked his presidency will likely 
bea thing of the past. 

"His future diet is going to play 
а major role in preventing recur- 
rence,” Schwartz said. 


Fears of heart attack 
Clinton had lost weight recent- 
ly thanks to a popular US diet but 


necro wince soren nes али 


‘Angelo Suarez, a nineteen-year-old, fourth-year literature student of the University of Santo Tomas, is 
the first Laureate of Bridges of Struga, a new international poetry prize. Created by the intemational festival 


Struga Poetry Evenings in coopera 


tion with Unesco (United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 


Organization), the prize was awarded during the festival which was held from August 25-29, 2004 in 
Struga, Macedonia. Suarez received the award for his poetry collection, “The Nymph of MTV" (UST 
Publishing House) and was chosen from among 24 candidates from 15 member countries of Unesco. 
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his medical team said that his 
heart had become badly blocked 
over time,;and thatthe was biithe 
мау to an imminent heart attack 
when he was admitted Friday. 

"The pictures of the arteries to 
his heart showed extensive block- 
age in each of the vessels supply- 
ing blood,” said Schwartz, 

Speaking to “CNN on Friday, 
Clinton admitted his appetite for. 
fast food may have contributed то 
hiscurrent predicament. 

“Some of this is genetic and I 
may have done some damage in 
those years when I was too care- 
less about what I ate,” he said. 

Doctors said Clinton's return to 
full health would take weeks. 

Clinton also had high blood 
pressure and may not have been 
adequately’ treated for high 
cholesterol. Doctors said he was 
put on a cholesterollowering 
drug a few days ago. Clinton was 
prescribed cholesterol medicine 
in 2001 as he was leaving office. 


Campaign trail 

"These past féw days have 
been quite ап emotional 
roller-coaster for us,” Clinton's 
wife, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton, said. "The president's opti- 
mism and faith will carry him 
through the difficult weeks and 
months ahead—of that we have 
no doubt." 

Clinton went to the hospital af- 
ter complaining of chest pain and 
shortness of breath, but doctors 
revealed that he'd had these 
symptoms fof several months. 
"They said he had blamed them on 


BAYANIHAN FUND 


Militants call on businessmen and civic-minded ci 


lapses in his exercise routine and 
acid reflux. 

Schwartz said it would be pos- 
sible for Clinton in the future to 
lead an “extraordinarily active 
ifestyle"—including hitting the 
campaign шай to promote 
Democrats running this year. 

Dr. W. Randolph Chitwood, 
chief cardiovascular surgeon at 
East Carolina University and a 
spokesperson for the American 
College of Cardiology agreed 
with Clinton's doctors that the 
former president had been in а 
dangerous state leading up to the 
operation. 

"Within the next couple of 
weeks, something was going to 
happen,” he said. 

Clinton has blamed his heart 
problems in part on genet 
ics—there isa history of heart dis- 
ease in his mother's family. 

Clinton was an avid jogger dur: 
ing his two terms in the White 
House. In recent months he has 
appeared much slimmer. He has 
said he cut out junk food, begun 
working. ош and adopted.the 
low-carbohydrate, low-fat South 
Beach diet. 

More than 45,000 get-well 
wishes have poured in for Clin- 
ton, including tens of thousands 
of e-mails sent to the website of 
his presidential library. 

“You are surrounded by cher- 
ished family, friends and a nation 
that adores you and prays for your 
full and complete recovery” wrote 
‘Toni Maryanna Rossi. “You'll be jog- 
ging 5 miles a day in no time.” Re- 
ports by AFR AR New York Times 


money to those who need it most—the country's vast poor 
population. The call was aired yesterday at a press conference in 


Quezon City. 
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BRUNEI'S Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah makes his wedding vows 
during a ceremony in Bandar Seri Begawan on Saturday. we 


One of Asia’s grandest 


weddings ... 


FrompageAl 


Megawati Sukarnoputri, Thai 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawa- 
tra, Singapore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong and Malaysian 
Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad 
Badawi. 

“The royal wedding will 
showcase ancient traditions 
[that have been observed] for 
generations. It is a combination 
of Muslim and ancient cultures 
that belong to us,” Brunei infor- 
mation officer Musa Mohidin 
told AFP. 

Brunei traces its beginnings 
1,500 years back to Hindu ori- 
gins, but its rulers converted to 
Islam in 1371. It fell under 
British rule in the 19th century 
and gained independence in 
1984. 


Fireworks 

The 14-day pageantry reaches 
its climax when the crown prince. 
and his bride hold court together 
at the throne chamber of the 
riverside palace tomorrow. 

After the ceremonies, the cou- 
ple will ride a limousine convert- 
ed into a golden royal carriage in 
the grand procession across the 
capital. 

Bandar Seri Begawan is be- 
decked with banners and bill- 
boards proclaiming divine bless- 
ings for the newlyweds. 

Fireworks will light up the 
Brunei sky for three successive 
nights starting Friday, and papu- 
lar performers from neighboring 
Malaysia will host musical variety 
shows. 

Excited Bruneians were specu- 
lating whether the bride's shoes 
and bouquet would be studded 
with diamonds, like those of the 


sultan’s daughter Princess 
Rashidah when she got married 
in 1997. 

But for sure, sources said, the 
couple's garments will be made of 
fabric accented with gold thread. 


Dress code 

The office of the sultan has not 
released information on the ban- 
quet menu, although wine is defi- 
nitely out because Brunei is an Is- 
lamic society. 

Since Thursday's ceremonies 
will be held in the daytime, pro- 
tocol guidelines require all 
guests outside of the royal fami- 
ly to wear dark-colored clothes. 
The royals are free to wear gar- 
ments of any color to set them 
apart. 

During the banquet, which will 
be held at night, all guests should 
be dressed in white, again except 
for the royal family. 

At the palatial Empire Hotel on 
the city’s fringes, staff yesterday 
stepped up preparations for the 
guests, including the Duke of 
Gloucester and two Saudi 
princes. 

Sources said Bahrain's king 
and his entourage have booked 
the $13,000-a-night Emperor's 


Suite, and the next most expen- - 


sive room, the Empress Suite. 

Japan's Prince Naruhito, who 
is coming alone after Princess 
Masako decided to skip the 
wedding due to health reasons, 
is staying at the presidential 
suite, the third most expensive. 
room. 

The government leaders will 
occupy lower-rate but still expen- 
sive suites and, a source familiar. 
with the arrangements told АЕР 
“each VIP guest will be assigned 
his or her own butler.” AFP 


Not a question . . . 


From page Al 
kit and caboodle—including her 
brother-in-law, her sons’ wives 
and her two granddaughters, 
plus their nannies—on her recent 
state visit to China. 

“Philippine culture is based on 
family, and I have such little qual- 
ity time with my family consider- 
ing my heavy workload,” the 
President said yesterday at the 
Manila Overseas Press Clubs 
breakfast forum. 

On top of which, she added, 
obviously unruffled by criticism 
that she had turned the event into 
a family vacation, "it did not cost 
the government a [single] centa- 
we 

But Malacafiang continued 
to hold back disclosure of the 
exact amount spent on the Chi- 
na trip. The Palace earlier said 
the family entourage within the 
official party was a “private 
matter,” 

“Personal family decision” was 
how deputy — presidential 
spokesperson Ricardo Saludo рис 
it. "The question of who in the 
family goes is a question for the 
family because itis their expense 
and not the government's,” Salu- 
do said during a press briefing al- 
so yesterday. 

‘The media didn't look into the 
personal affairs of every person 
who went abroad, he said. "We 
should accord the same privacy 
to the First Family, [provided] 
they do not use government 
funds.” 

Asked about the propriety of 
the First Family thus flaunting 
their wealth, Saludo said: “I 
don't think [the President] did 


that to show off. She did that be- 
cause of a family decision to be 
together.” 

He lamented that the issue had 
been “belabored to the point that 
it is no longer helpful to public 
Policy.” 

‘The much-awaited statement 
of expenses would be released 
only after the Commission on 
Audit had gone through the de- 
tails, Saludo said. Meanwhile, 
he assured reporters: “Spending 
for the trip was no more, and 
probably less, than previous 
trips undertaken by the govern- 
ment.” 

But he had no data to support 
this claim. 

Although family members 
had previously joined presiden- 
tial foreign travels, the China 
trip caused a stir because it 
came on the heels of Ms Arroyo's 
repeated calls for austerity, in- 
cluding cutting government 
travel expenses. 

Miffed by the public censure, 
the President said the restrictions 
did not mean government offi 
cials could no longer go on for- 
eign trips. "The travel ban is for 
those who use government mon- 
еу. If it's not government money, 
һу ай! means go, because you sup- 
port the travel industry. What we 
want to be austere about is gov- 
ernment funds such as per diems, 
transportation and clothing al- 
lowances." 

Ms Arroyo is scheduled to take 
one trip abroad for each of the re- 
maining months of the year. She 
flies to Brunei tomorrow to at- 
tend a wedding in the sultan's 
family. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday said she was attend- 
ing the big social event in 
Brunei, but that she had other 
plans there. 

Ms Arroyo announced an i 
tiative to reform Muslim schools 
in Mindanao, with the help of 
Brunei, to deny Islamic militants 
a recruiting ground. She said she 


‘would be briefed at the Universi- 
tyof Brunei. 

"They have school programs 
for our madaris, or teachers in 
madrassahs (Islamic schools), to 
teach moderate Islam rather than 
fundamentalist Islam," she told а 
press conference. 

‘Ms Arroyo considers the threat 
of Muslim militants as the coun- 
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пуз No. 1 security threat follow- 
ing the wave of deadly bombings 
in recent years in the South. 

Her security aides said certain 
Islamic schools financed by inter- 
ests abroad preached hate and re- 
ligious intolerance and served as 
fertile grounds for new rec 
for the Jemaah Islamiyah, а 
Southeast Asia-based militant 


group blamed for the 2002 Bali, 
Indonesia, bombings that killed 
more than 200 people. 

Arroyo said she would also 
meet with Brunei's 10-member 
contribution to an international 
committee, led by Malaysia, that 
is monitoring a ceasefire between 
the government and Muslim sep- 
aratists. AFP 
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The force of the blast on 4 
dusty stretch of wasteland 14 km 
north of Fallujah, a hotbed of 
Sunni insurgents, wrecked two 
Humvee vehicles on Monday and 
hurled the suicide сагъ engine far 
from the site, witnesses and mili- 
tary officials said. 

The bombing underscored the 


School raid 
involved 
months of 
planning 


MOSCOW—Militants appear to 
have planned their seizure of a Rus- 
sian school carefully, starting 
months earlier and sneaking 
weapons into the building in ad- 
vance. Still, some of the raiders may 
nothave known what they were get- 
ting into and were appalled to find 
they were holding children hostage. 

‘There are indications that some 
of the objecting militants were 
killed by their own comrades. 

Pieces of the picture of how 
militants took more than 1,000 
hostages at the school in Beslan 
reveal months of cold, careful 
planning. 

Officials are saying little pub- 
licly, but Russian news reports cit- 
ing unspecified but presumably 
official sources portray the raid аз 
a fastidiously prepared operation 
taking place almost literally un- 
der authorities’ noses. 

School No. 1 in Beslan is only 
about 200 meters from the local 
police’department headquarters. 

“Why the law-enforcement bod- 
ies didn't know and why they al- 
owed a column of fighters to get in- 
tothecity pastall checkpoints—this 
is something that can be judged on- 
ly through rumors,” the newspaper 
Novye lzvestia said Monday. 

Russian news agencies cited 
unnamed security sources as say- 
ing that the planners of the raid 
were believed to have scouted ас 
least two schools in Beslan. 

“Judging by everything, they 
felt the better one for their goals 
was the main building of School 
No. 1 with its half-basement gym- 
masium annex, where the floor 
had to be replaced,” the Itar-Tass 
news agency quoted а law-en- 
forcement offical as saying. 

“The bandits were able to bring 
{nto the school a large quantity of 
weapons, ammunition, equip- 
ment and explosives, under the 
guise of planks, cement and other 
building material, enough to de- 
fend the seized place for a long 
period," news agency quoted the 
official as saying. 
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challenges that US commanders 
face in securing Fallujah and sur- 
rounding Anbar province, the 
heartland of a Sunni Muslim i 
surgency bent on driving coal 
tion forces from the country. 

US forces have not patrolled in 
Fallujah since ending a three- 
week siege of the city in April that 


w 


had been aimed at rooting out 
militiaman. Insurgents have only 
strengthened their hold on Fallu- 
Jah since then. 

With Monday's deaths, 990 US 
service members have died since 
the beginning of military opera- 
tions in Iraq in March 2003, accord- 
ing to a count by The Associated 
Press based on Pentagon figures. 

The military condemned the 
bombing as “a desperate act of in- 
humanity” but insisted American 
troops would stay the course in 
Iraq until local forces were іп a 
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Suicide blast kills 7 US Marines in Iraq: 


BAGHDAD—A suicide attacker sped up to a US military 
convoy outside Fallujah and detonated an explosives- 
packed vehicle, killing seven Marines and three Iraqi sol- 
diers, US military officials said. It was the deadliest day for 
American forces in four months. 


position to take over security op- 
erations. The slain Americans be- 
longed to the 1st Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, 

Hours after the attack, an un- 
manned US spy plane crashed in 
Fallujah. Afterward, jubilant resi- 
dents picked up pieces of debris 
and danced in the streets, dis- 
playing pieces of the aircraft to 
reporters, witnesses said. 

Since the Marine siege ended, 
gunmen have been using the city 
а base to manufacture car bombs 
and launch attacks on US and 


Iraqi government forces. Fallujah 
has become a virtual no-go zone 
for US troops, although American 
‘warplanes have repeatedly car- 
ried out air strikes against alleged 
militant safe houses there. 

In Baghdad, US forces battled 
insurgents loyal to radical Shiite 
cleric Moqtada Sadr in the slum 
of Sadr City on Tuesday, killing ас 
least 34 people. 

US Army Capt. Brian O'Malley 
said the American soldier was 
killed by small arms fire and that 
several others were wounded 


RELATIVES of victims of the Russian hostage siege mourn under a heavy rain at the cemetery in Beslan, North Ossetia, Sept. 6. ГА 


Putin rejects calls for talks with Chechen rebels 


BESLAN, Russia—Mourners pre- 
pared caskets, wreaths and once- 
cherished toys to carry to the fast- 
growing town cemetery for a third 
day of burials in this southern Rus- 
sian town on Tuesday, and Russian 
President Viadimir Putin denied a 
link between Russia's policies in 
Chechnya and the hostage-taking 
that claimed more than 350 lives. 

In an interview late Monday with 
foreign journalists and academics, 
Putin again rejected Western calls 
for negotiations with Chechen rebel 
representatives, Britain's Guardian 
newspaper reported. 

“Why don’t you meet Osama 
bin Laden, invite him to Brussels 


orto the White House and engage 
in talks, ask him what he wants 
and give it to him so he leaves you 
in peace?" the Guardian quoted 
Putin as saying sarcastically. 

“You find it possible to set some 
limitations in your dealings with 
these bastards, so why should we 
talk to people who are child-killers?” 

Putin said foreigners should 
have “no more questions about 
our policy in Chechnya” after the 
attackers shot children in the 
back, and said the Chechen cause 
жаз aimed at undermining all of 
southern Russia and majority- 
Muslim regions of the country. 

"This is all about Russia's terri- 


torial integrity,” Putin was quoted 
assaying. 

He also said his government 
would conduct an internal investiga- 
tion but not a public one—waming 
that a parliamentary probe could 
tum into “a political show." Two op- 
position politicians had called Mon- 
day for an investigation, including 
into the questions of whether the au- 
hores had prior information 
about planned terrorist attacks, and 
‘what the government was doing 10 
stabilize the situation in Chechnya. 

In Vladikavkaz, the North Osse- 
tian capital about 30 km north of 
Beslan, hundreds of people gathered 
оп central Freedom Square on Tues- 


Israeli air strike leaves 14 militants dead 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip—Israeli he- 
licopters attacked a Hamas train- 
ing field in Gaza City early Tuesday, 
killing at least 14 militants and 
wounding 30 others in the deadli- 
est air strike on Palestinian mili- 
tants in four years of violence. 

‘The attack came a week after 
Hamas suicide bombers blew up 
two buses in the Israeli city of 
Beersheba, killing 16 people. 

Hamas vowed revenge for 
Tuesday's air strike. Hours later, 
Palestinian militants fired rounds 
of mortars and homemade rock- 
ets at Jewish settlements in the 
Gaza Strip and Israeli towns bor- 


dering the coastal area. One Is- 
raeli in the border town of Sderot 
was lightly wounded in a rocket 
attack, rescue officials said. 

‘The Israeli Army said it struck a 
field that Hamas used to train mili- 
tants for firing mortars and rock- 
ets. In the past month, Hamas as- 
sembled a large bomb and a sui- 
cide bombers explosives belt at the 
training camp, the army added. 

In Gaza, children stayed home 
from school on Tuesday and shops 
remained closed їп a sign of moum- 
ing. Black smoke billowed over the 
city as students bumed tires at 
spontaneous demonstrations. 


Mosque loudspeakers ampli- 
fied excerpts from the Koran and 
announced that a joint funeral 
for the dead militants would be- 
ginat 1 p.m. 

During the past four years of 
fighting, Israel has frequently target- 
ed Palestinian militants through air 
strikes and other military operations. 

But the strikes are usually aimed 
at very specific targets—usually se- 
nior members of the group or mili- 
tants on their way to an attack. 

In March, an Israeli strike 
killed Hamas founder and spiritu- 
al leader Ahmed Yassin. Three 
weeks later, in a similar air strike, 


the Army killed Yassin's succes- 
sor, Abdel Aziz Rantisi. 

Tuesday's attack was the first 
time the Army had targeted such 
a large gathering of militants. 

This policy, which Israel calls 
"targeted killings,” has enraged the 
Palestinians and drawn internation- 
al condemnation, especially be- 
cause of frequent civilian casualties. 

In one of the deadliest attacks, 
Israel killed a Hamas military wing 
leader, Salah Shehadeh, along with 
14 others, including nine children, 
ina July 2002 bombing by an F16 
warplane. The attack was sup- 
posed to kill only Shehadeh. . AP 


Early return of Anwar to politics seen 


KUALA LUMPUR—Malaysia’s 
highest court on Tuesday began 
an appeals hearing that could 
erase newly freed former 
Deputy Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim's criminal record and 
allow him back into politics. 

‘Anwar, 57, was walking in his 
hospital room three hours after 
successful back surgery Monday іп 
Munich, Germany, to repair dam- 
age that he maintained was caused 
by a police beating in custody in 
1998, aides said in statement. 

The threc-judge panel of the 


Federal Court unanimously dis- 
missed prosecution objections 
to allowing a rare appeal of the 
cour's earlier ruling that had 
upheld Anwar's conviction for 
corruption. 

Anwar's attorneys immediately 
began arguing against the court's 
previous refusal to quash the con- 
viction, issued when Anwar’ foe, 
retired Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad, was still in office. 

But the hearings adjourned un- 
til Wednesday after the lawyers 
disputed among themselves 


whether to attack the original con- 
viction as а political conspiracy, or 
tostick to technical legal issues. 

Anwar, contacted in Ger- 
many, gave the go-ahead to use 
the conspiracy theory, attorney 
Sankara Nair told reporters. But 
the legal team will need to in- 
form the court of its final plans 
on Wednesday. 

If the conviction is eventually 
overturned, Anwar would be free 
of a five-year ban on former 
felons running for office or lead- 
ing parties. AP 


day to protest against terrorism and 
то castigate local authorities for fail- 
ing to prevent last weeks tragedy. 
“Today we will bury our children 
and tomorrow we will come here. 
and throw these devils out of their 
seats, from the lowest director upto 
ministers and the president,” said 
one of the speakers, who refused to 
identify himself to reporters. 
“Corrupt authority is a source of 
terrorism,” said a poster held above 
in the crowd. Along with thin wax 
candles, which they lit and placed 
along the square, protesters dis- 
tributed fliers calling for North Os- 
sedan President Alexander Dza- 
sokhov to step down. AP 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


when militants attacked US forces. 
carrying out routine patrols. 

А senior Iraqi health ministry. 
official said 33 people had been. 
killed and 193 injured in the Sadr 
City clashes in the past 24 hours. 
He said 15 people died and 67 
were wounded on Tuesday morn- 
ing alone. 

The renewed fighting came after 
а period of calm in the impover- 
ished neighborhood after Sadr, 
called on his followers last week to 
observe a ceasefire and announced. 
that he planned to enter politics. AP 


Chechen war 
marked by 
violations of = 
human rights 


LONDON—In war-ravaged Chech-` 
nya, civilians disappear almost ev- 
ery day, seized from their homes by 
Russian forces who later dump 
bodies bearing the marks of tor- 
ture, say human rights advocates. 

The bloody conflict that forms 
the backdrop to last week's deadly 
school seizure and other terror at- 
tacks blamed on Chechen fightersis 
marked by abuses that Amnesty In- 
ternational has labeled war crimes. 

‘Russian troops who torture, rape 
and kill detainees in the separatist 
province are rarely investigated or 
punished, creating an atmosphere 
of lawlessness, say Amnesty and 
Human Rights Watch. 

‘Years of fighting in Chech- 
nya—the first war there raged 
from 1994 to 1996 and fighting 
started again in 1999—have been 
marked by atrocities committed by 
both Russian federal troops and 
Chechen rebels, observers say. 

"With disappearances and vi 
lence a daily occurrence in Check 
nya, “the amount of anger and. 
security is growing," said Alexan- 
der Petrov, deputy director of Hu- 
man Rights Watch's Moscow office. 

“In conditions like this, of course, 
rebels are able to manage very easi- 
ly to recruit new fighters to their 
ranks and to easily find so-called 
‘black widows"—griefstricken or 
helpless women who turn to vio- 
lence after losing husbands or male 
relatives in the Chechen fighting. 

Both Human Rights Watch and 
Amnesty have warned about 
widespread abuses in Chechnya 
for years. 

"Disappearances ^ arbitrary 
detentions and extrajudicial exe- 
cutions and attacks by armed op- 
position groups ^ continue,’ 
‘Amnesty said in a June report. 
“Such abuses, many of which 
constitute war crimes, are over- 
whelmingly committed with im- 
punity, the majority of invest 
tions which are undertaken are at 
best inconclusive and very few 
perpetrators are ever identified 
and brought to justice.” AP 


PALESTINIANS carry the body of one of the militants killed in an Israeli 
attack ona Hamas training camp during funeralsin Gaza City | rums 


TAMPA, Florida—"Frances" completed its 
two-day assault on Florida, leaving storm- 
weary residents Tuesday with flooding, 
frayed nerves and long lines for everyday 
items such as gas, ice and water. At least 10 
deaths were blamed on the storm in Florida 
and Georgia. 

About 3 million people had no power in 
Florida and more than 40,000 more were 
without electricity in Georgia because of 
winds that downed trees, limbs and power 
lines. Schools in 56 Georgia counties were 
closed Tuesday. 

The onetime-hurricane had weakened to a 
tropical depression early Tuesday and was 
pouring up to 12.7 cm of rain on south-central 
Georgia, with another 5.08 to 10.16 cm possi- 
ble overnight. Several tornadoes were report- 
ed in Georgia. 

The storm caused flooding in parts of 
Tampa, forcing police to patrol streets with 
two amphibious tanks and close about a 
mile of a busy thoroughfare. More than 100 
residents of a retirement home were evacu- 
ated in wheelchairs as floodwaters sloshed 
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China floods kill 100 

SHANGHAI, China—Floods unleashed by tor- 
rential rains have killed at least 100 people and 
left dozens more missing in southwestern Chi- 
па, prompting authorities to put the massive 
‘Three Gorges hydroelectric project on alert. 
Authorities called in more than 5,000 Army and 
Navy personnel to help after five days of contin- 
ual downpours in Sichuan province. An alert 
was ordered and navigation halted after flood 
crests passed through the Three Gorges Dam 
along the flood-swollen Yangtze River, the offi- 
cial Xinhua News Agency reported. More rains 
were expected, it said. АР 


Typhoon peunds Japan 
TOKYO—A powerful typhoon pounded Japan's 
‘southern main island of Kyushu with heavy 
rains and strong winds Tuesday, forcing thou- 
‘sands to evacuate their homes and knocking 
out power to over a million households. Across 
the country 75 people were injured, Kyodo 
News reported, while 22 crew members of an 
Indonesian cargo ship were missing. Police 
and Coast Guard were also investigating re- 
ports that a Russian-registered freighter had 
‘sunk in western Hiroshima prefecture (state) 
and its 19 crew were missing. Packing winds of 
up to 144 km per hour, Typhoon "Songda" 
plowed into the city of Nagasaki, about 980 km 
southwest of Tokyo, before it roared across 
western Honshu, dumping heavy rains and un- 
Jeashing fierce winds in its path. AP 


‘Ivan’ threatens Caribbean 
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados—islanders braced for 
Hurricane "Ivan," scrambling to put up storm. 
shutters and buy water, just days after Hurricane 
"Frances" tore across the Caribbean. Ivan was. 
approaching Barbados on Monday night with 
sustained winds of 168 kph. Forecasters warned. 
the storm could strengthen by Tuesday. А hurri- 
‘cane warning was issued for Barbados, St. Vi 
cent and the Grenadines and Grenada; and a trop- 
ical storm warning for St. Lucia, Trinidad and To- 
bago, as well as Martinique. АР 


Doubts over ransom bid 
PARIS—Experts on Islamic militant groups are 
‘skeptical about a Web posting demanding 
US$5 million in ransom for two French journal- 
ists held hostage in Iraq, France's prime minis- 
ter said Monday. "We always treat such infor- 
mation seriously," Jean-Pierre Raffarin told 
RTL radio. But the new message "has ргоуокеф 
a lot of skepticism from experts.” Christian 
Chesnot and Georges Malbrunot disappeared 
Aug. 20 on a trip to the southern Iraqi city of 
Najat. Intense negotiations by French diplo- 
mats and overwhelming support from the Arab. 
world and France's own large Muslim commu- 
nity >d hopes last week for the journalists" 
imminent release. The militants claiming to 
hold the men have demanded that France re- 
voke a law banning Islamic head scarves from 
state schools. The law went into effect as. 
planned last week, and France has refused to 
back down. АР 


Unfinished business 

TOKYO—A Japanese aid worker held hostage 
by Iraqi militants for a week in April said Tues- 
day she hopes to return to Iraq to continue her 
humanitarian work. "I think ІІ go back. There 
is still a lot of unfinished business there for 
me," Nahoko Takato told the Foreign Corre- 
spondents' Club of Japan, Takato was one of 
three Japanese taken hostage by insurgents 
who threatened to burn them alive unless. 
Tokyo withdrew its troops from Iraq. Two other 
Japanese were taken hostage separately in Iraq 
around the same time. Japan refused to with- 
draw its troops, and all five were later released. 
unharmed. 


High on spi 

SYDNEY—Inmates in an Australian prison 
have been caught breeding deadly redback spi- 
ders that they milked for venom to inject them- 
selves for a high, according to government 
records. Four spiders—with venom that can 
kill children and the elderly with a single paintul 
bite—were found in Grafton maximum security 
prison in New South Wales state on Feb. 15. 
Prison authorities suspect inmates found the 
spiders, which are common in Australia, in the 
prison nursery. They bred the spiders in jars, 
milked them of venom which they diluted with 
water before injecting, opposition Liberal Party 
justice spokesperson Andrew Humpherson 
‘said. "It just shows how comfortable they 


against their feet. 

Residents of the Florida Panhandle with- 
stood the tropical storm’s heavy rain and 
winds of 104 kph on Labor Day, ruining the 
holiday weekend that forced most of the 
state to deal with the storm and its after- 
math. 

‘Along the Atlantic coast, motorists wait- 
ed for gasoline in lines stretching up to 8 
km while there was heavy demand for wa- 
ter, ice and basic supplies. About 1,500 peo- 
ple gathered at a Wal-Mart in Palm Beach 
County while up the coast in Fort Pierce, 
hundreds of people stood in a line with 
buckets and ice chests on a sunny, steamy 
afternoon. 

“This has been along haul,” said 64-year- 
old Judy Duffy, of Fort Pierce, who searched 
with her husband for ice and water but 
drove away from a distribution line with an 
empty cooler. “It’s tested my patience. I'm 
not a nice person today— haven't had my 
coffee.” 

At a Florida Turnpike rest stop in West 
Palm Beach, an 8-km line of motorists wai 


ed for fuel. 

Frances charged into Florida's east coast 
early Sunday, ripping off roofs, smashing 
boats and flooding West Palm Beach streets 
up to more than a meter deep. 

The hurricane did more damage to the 
Kennedy Space Center than any storm in 
history, ripping an estimated 1,000 exterior 
panels from a building where spaceships 
are assembled. No space shuttles were in- 
side the building, but center director James 
Kennedy said he feared the damage could 
set back Nasa's effort to resume shuttle 
launches next spring. 

Nine deaths in Florida were blamed on 
Frances, including a grandson and a former 
son-in-law of Florida State University football 
coach Bobby Bowden, who died in a collision 


‘And in Georgia, officials said an 18-year- 
old woman died Monday after the car she was 
riding in hydroplaned and overturned during 
the storm. There were two earlier deaths in 
the Bahamas, where Frances forced thou- 
sands from sheir homes. AP 
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‘are—actually accessing and in this case breed- 
ing their own source of venom; their own 
source of drugs," Humpherson told reporters, 
In an attack on the Labor-led state govern- 
ment's law and order policies. 


Buy a Panasonic Twin Tub or Fully Automatic Washing Machine Or purchase a Panasonic Single Tub Washing Machine 
from July 6 to September 30, 2004 and get a ps > from Aug. 16 to October 31, 2004 to get a 
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Oink (again) 

HERE is a saying in the American South that the on- 

| ly part of the pig politicians don't use is the oink. 

Here it can be said that when it comes to the pork 
barrel of our legislators the only thing the people get is 
the oink. 

Atypical oink came from Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
who, in response to the loud public clamor to abolish the 
m congressional pork barrel, issued a 
"EDITORIAL statement saying that really, the pork 
; barrel isn't so bad. At a time when there 
іса groundswell of support for eliminating the pork bar- 
rel, a public feeling being shared even by a growing num- 
ber of politicians, the last thing the country needs is an of- 
ficial defense of the pork barrel coming from Mala- 
cafiang. 

And yet it has been made, and we have heard this type 
of reasoning before: guns don't kill, people do; drinking 
and gambling don't destroy lives, drunkards and gam- 
blers do. Which ignores the responsibility of the state to 
ensure that people aren't given the means to irresponsi- 
bly destroy their lives or that of others. When it comes to 
illegal drugs, for example, we may all agree to save the 
ser by offering rehabilitation, but we also all agree to jail 
the pusher—which also means cracking down on traffick- 
ing in illegal drugs. 

The same responsibility applies to the pork barrel, the 
Tüost addictive and pernicious political drug there is, next 
to armed terrorism. Whatever good things may be said in 
defense of the pork barrel, the fact remains that it is not 
only a cause of corruption among politicians but it also 
fosters breaking the law among private contractors, civil 
servants, and promotes cynicism and selfishness among 
their constituency. The pork barrel system as it has mutat- 
éd over the years, is so thoroughly rotten, so totally with- 
ut merit or fiscal logic, that it must be eliminated com- 
pletely. 

. Just how thoroughly corrupt and counterproductive 
the pork barrel has become is best illustrated by what 
foreign observers say of our politicians. Even jaded types 
point out that while the Philippines is far from being un- 
usual in having so many politicians and contractors out 
to skim funds from the pork barrel, the greed of our 
politicians and their friends is without equal. There is 
simply no end to it. And reports such as those of the 
Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism indicate 
that the skimming of percentages has become quite in- 
stitutionalized on a national level. Foreigners will tell 
any Filipino who will listen that the problem is that our 
politicians don’t know when to stop, and neither do their 
friends. 

; Filipino expatriates who live in countries that also see 
Вшпегонв cases of corruption often say the same thing. 
The difference between our corruption, for example, 
and the crookedness that occurs in some of our neigh- 
boring countries, is that a P10-million road will be built 
iri another country at a cost of P15 million, while here at 
home, we get a P1-million road after spending P10 mil- 
lion. 

Should Malacafiang then argue degrees of utility, with 
Varying shades of ambiguity, when to the rest of us and 
еуеп some of our politicians who still have a conscience, 
everything is crystal clear? The pork barrel is bad. It is bad 
because it transforms public service into an instrument 
for personal gain and cronyism as well as a source of cor- 
fuption for both the public and private sectors. It is bad 
because it diverts our nation's resources into private 
pockets and by its very nature makes it easier to break the 
law than follow it. We can obsess on the anatomy of cor- 
fuption all we want, but until the putrefying flesh is 
buried once and for all, it will stink. 

There are rare times when public opinion is able to іп- 
spire our leaders to give up the means to retain power, 
and these are such times. And yet what do we have, but 
ap administration, which got the ball rolling by calling for 
а 40-percent cut in ће pork barrel, now trying to stop the 
very momentum it tried to create. The public has to won- 
der at the kind of leadership that is able to latch on to is- 
sues that resonate with the public, only to devote its ener- 
gies to disproving any benefits from its own proposals. 

Could it be that having succeeded in getting the Fil- 
ipino people interested in addressing the looming finan- 
cial crisis, Malacafiang is now afraid of the results? 
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АТ А FORUM where President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo was being interviewed, I happened to sit 
with a group of Chinese businessmen who 
were with the presidential party in that terror- 
filled (for the businessmen) flight to China. 
One of them immediately disagreed with my 
Sept. 6 column about what transpired on 
board, when they reportedly contributed P350 
million to what is now known as the Bayani- 
han Fund. “You were wrong,” he said. “It (the 
contributions) was nota matter of pride; it was 
a matter of fear.” 

“What do you mean?" I asked. 

"Well, it was not voluntary contribution; it 
was more like coercion and extortion,” he said. 
“You know us Chinese, we are easy to scare." 

"That was the sky version of a bus holdup,” 
another chimed in, "with the passengers un- 
able to escape." 

"Well, robbery is the next step after theft" 
said the first. 

“Why, what's the difference between theft 
and robbery?” asked the second. 

“Well,” replied the first, “theft is what the 
congressmen have been doing with the pork 
barrel. Robbery was what the Speaker just 
did.” 

“That was not simple robbery” a third 
joined in. "That was robbery in band." 

"It was really scary. There was no escape. I 
made several trips to the lavatory to escape no- 
tice, but every time 1 came out, he was still 
there pointing a finger at us and counting mil- 
lions of pesos." 

“I wanted to jump out of the plane, but it 
was flying at 35,000 feet.” 

1 don't think the President is serious 
about tax reforms, reducing the budget 
deficit, and curbing graft and corruption. 
Malacafiang just defended the pork barrel 
of legislators, the most glaring example of 
corruption and wastage of taxpayers’ mon- 
ey, and the same pork that she wanted cut 
by 40 percent and which the whole nation 
wants abolished completely. And the Presi- 
dent herself announced that she has no in- 
tention of taxing religious schools for the 
rich that rake in millions of pesos in profits, 


А COUPLE of things have happened over the 
last couple of months. The first is that Edu 
Manzano has taken the place of Bong Revilla 
as head of the Videogram Regulatory Board 
and has been just as resolute, and unenlight- 
ened, about ridding this part of the world of 
rates. 1 read about his misadventure in Vitra 
Mall a couple of weeks ago in the Business sec- 
tion of the Inqumen. The editors had the good 
sense to keep it small, out of a very good sense 
of proportion, though 1 don't know how it 
fared in the entertainment pages. 

What happened apparently was that he 
stormed into Virra Mall in the company of cops 
and confiscated the DVDs sundry vendors were 
selling there. 1 know the place; I've been there. 
‘Though not as a customer of DVD, the reason for 
that being financial judgment rather than moral 
scruple: the M in Quiapo sell the stuff 
much cheaper. But I have been to Virra Mall, at 
one point quite frequently, for the software and 
the MP3 discs. The only reason 1 am na longer 
going there frequently is that I've shifted to DSL, 
the broadband Internet service, and can now 
procure both without having to brave Metro 
Manila's traffic. That is through the wonders of 
downloading. ГЇ get to that point later. 

‘Anyway, Manzano stormed into Viera Mall 
and began carting off the DVDs for sale on the 
stalls there and earned for his pains a lot of 
boos and hisses and catcalls. He apparently 
took them all in stride, figuring sticks and 
stones might break his bones but not boos and 
hisses and catcalls. But the latter took the 
equivalent of sticks and stones at one point in 
the form of crumpled pieces of paper and fruits 
which flew his way while he and company 
were climbing down the stairs. 

‘That brought out the action star in him. He 
swiftly ran up the stairs, drew out a gun, and 
pointed it at his tormentors, while passersby 
screamed and scampered for safety. His tormen- 
tors appeared to be cowed, until he proceeded 
to descend the stairs again, when one of them 
shouted with wry glee, “Idol, makakaganti rin 
‘ako sa yo (Idol, ГЇ get back at you someday)." 


Neal H. Cruz 


as many have proposed to help raise funds 
for the cash-strapped government. At the 
same time, she wants to increase and im- 
pose new taxes on the ordinary citizens who 
are already hard put making both ends 
meet. How can she do this? 

As even the high priests who want to Бе 
tax-exempt will agree, the President and 
Congress have no moral right to increase 
taxes if the pork barrel in the whole govern- 
mentis not abolished, those who can afford 
to pay are taxed properly, and the govern- 
ment itself tightens its belt. 

"Let us all sacrifice and unite," she keeps 
Tepeating 10 the people. But she says one 
thing and means another. It turns out that 
what she means by "sacrifice" is for the little 
people to contribute their hard-earned money 
to the Bayanihan Fund so she and her officials 
can spend it for their perks and privileges. 

Should not the leaders lead in making sac- 
rifices so the people will follow? Should not 
the President set the example by abolishing 
her own pork, the PI-billion intelligence and 
social fund? Anyway, Pagcor already remits 
to her social fund P1 billion every year which 
isnot included in the budget. 

‘Among her austerity measures, she sup- 
posedly stopped all foreign travel by public 
officials. But why did she increase by P20 
million the Travel Fund in her proposed 
budget? In fact, she herself is going on four 
more foreign trips before the year is over. 
She ordered a stop to advertisements by 
government offices, but why did she in- 
crease the Advertising Fund? If the govern- 
mentis so short of funds that it has resorted 
to begging, why did she increase the budget 
for the coming year? 

‘She doesn’t have to ask the permission of 
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The second thing that happened over the last 
couple of months is the remarkable éxplosion of 
(Pirated) DVD titles. They now include not just 
Hollywood classics but classics from other 
countries as well, or at least movies from other 
countries that have reaped numerous awards. 1 
remember saying in a column a year or so ago 
that my only misgiving about the pirated DVDs 
circulating in our midst was their quality. By 
that I did not mean technical quality, though 
some of the stuff was absolutely wretched in 
that respect—even the ones that were already 
copied from DVDs and not ripped off from pro- 
motional copies or from screenings in movie 
theaters. It had to do with the extent of com- 
pression, but never mind that, leave that to the 
techies. What 1 meant by it was that the titles 
were largely an action-movie-lover' paradise. 
Occasionally, you found a "Cinema Paradiso 
among the Steven Seagal movies, but it was just 
that, occasionally. 1 said then that the day the 
“Pirates of Carriedo" (as a Tshim 1 got for 
Christmas puts it) realized there was a huge 
market out there for serious movies—indeed 
the day they began improving the public taste 
by putting out movie classics instead of movie 
rejects—was the day their claim to existence be- 
‘came more ironclad. 

"That day has come. These days you will not 
just find Seagal and Stallone and Van Damme in 
the stalls, you will find John Ford, Charlie Chap- 
lin and Alfred Hitchcock there. You will even 
find Sergei Eisenstein and D.W. Griffith, whose 
“Battleship Potemkin” and “Birth of a Nation” 
spawned the birth of movies on this battleship 
‘earth. Astonishingly, Akira Kurosawa's works 
are amply represented. Ive seen variously 


the legislators to reduce the pork barrel. 
They do not deserve any of it. It is a graft- 
ridden benefit that they give themselves ev- 
ery year. Their job is to enact laws, not to 
usurp the functions of the Department of 
Public Works and Highways. 

All she has to do is to remove the appro- 
priations for the Priority Development As- 
sistance Fund (PDAF)—the pork barrel by 
another name—from the budget and that's 
the end of it. Congress cannot put it back in 
because it cannot increase the proposed 
budget; it can only decrease it. To get even, 
Congress can remove all the pork in the ex- 
ecutive department by abolishing the intel- 
ligence funds (which are not audited) and 
the discretionary funds of the President and 
her Cabinet. We already have intelligence 
agencies in the military, the police and the 
Office of the National Security Adviser and 
other departments do not need any intelli- 
gence funds. So that levels the playing field 
and the legislators do not have to fear the 
President's own pork. 

By simply cutting all allowances by 20 
percent, across the board, from the budget, 
GMA will be saving billions of pesos more. 

Abig portion of our foreign debt is made up 
of loans passed on to the national govern- 
ment by government-owned or -controlled 
corporations (GOCCs). Napocor alone passed 
on at least P200 billion, equal to the budget 
deficit. Besides increasing power rates, which 
will bring more hardships to consumers, the 
same consumers will still be made to рау for 
these debts with the taxes they pay. They will 
be hit bya double whammy. 

Yet Napocor officials are among the 

est paid public officials. And they аге 
not willing to give up any part of their 
perks. In private companies undergoing fi- 
nancial problems, executives voluntarily 
take pay cuts, but not public officials. They 
make small wage earners contribute to a 
Bayanihan Fund but are not willing to 
make their own sacrifices. 

The same is true of other GOCCs. But 
their executives are still wallowing in 
wealth. Shouldn't they make sacrifices, too? 


"Dreams," “Rashomon,” "The Seven Samurai," 
"Red Beard," "The Hidden Fortress," "Throne of 
Blood” and “The Idiot." 1 don't know what oth- 
ers there are. Гуе been looking for his “High and 
Low” but haven't found it yet. 

More importantly, you'll find movies from 
France, Spain and Germany, along with those 
from China, Taiwan, Iran, Greece and Thai- 
land. You'll find such exotic titles as Santosh 
Sivan’s “Asoka,” Bahman Ghobadi’s "Ma- 
rooned in Iraq,” Emir Kusturica’s "Under- 
ground,” Abbas Kiarostami's "Ten," and Sadigh 
Barmak's "Osama." The last has nothing to 40 
with Bin Laden, it has to do with a girl who 
passes herself as a boy to find work in Taliban- 
controlled Afghanistan. 

‘The old Hollywood classics are there in pro- 
fusion as well, including those movies thrilled 
to as a kid: "The Adventures of Robin Hood, 
Scaramouche" and "The Three Musketeers.’ 
‘The last starred Gene Kelly who makes up for 
not being able to dance in the movie with a lot 
of friskiness: never has D'Artagnan been more 
frenetically kineti 

“Тһе black-and-whites are there, and I'm per- 
sonally curious how they fare. They include 
“Citizen Kane," “How Green Was My Valley" 
and "Casablanca," Oscar winners all. The old 
John Wayne movies are there as well, though I 
ceased to be a fan of his in my college days 
when I found his politics far too reactionary for 
my taste. It wasn’t just his hawkish views on 
Vietnam, it was also his justification of blacks 
having inferior roles in Hollywood movies, 

1 used to see only а handful of people pa- 
tronizing the pirated DVDs three years ago 
when they first appeared in Quiapo, Virra Mall 
and other places. Now there's always a crowd 
there, especially on weekends, including the 
well-heeled. In fact, 1 have yet to know any 
movie lover, resident or visitor, who hasn't 
bought a pirated DVD in his or her life. Show 
me one, and I'll show you a saint or a fool 

What to do in the face of this? What rational 
policy to pursue? 

Leave that for tomorrow. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 


DURING HER inauguration last June 30, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo bifurcated the inaugura- 
tion with two ceremonies. She delivered her inau- 
gural speech at the Quirino Grandstand in the 
Luneta, and a few hours later she took her oath of 
office in Cebu City. 

‘When President Joseph Estrada was inaugurat- 
ed on June 30, 1998, he split the event by taking 
his oath at Barasoain Church, in Malolos, and de- 
livered his inaugural speech at the Luneta. The 
oath-taking at Barasoain was symbolic. The 
church was the site of the first Revolutionary Re 
public in 1899. He sought to give his election a 
historical significance by associating it with the 
Revolution. 

‘The significance he explained in his Luneta 
speech. "The common people have waited long for 
their turn, for their day to come," he said. “That 
day is here.” On this "new day of the Filipino mass- 
з... one of their own is finally leading them." 

President Arroyo had a different message 
when she took her oath before Chief Justice Hi- 
lario Davide Jr, himself a son of Cebu, in the 
shadow of the historical umbrella of Mactan, 
where Filipinos first resisted foreign invasion by 
killing Ferdinand Magellan. The message was 
wrongly interpreted. The obvious interpretation 
was that the Cebu segment was an expression of 
gratitude for giving her a landslide win—more 
than а million votes—that overhauled her vote 
deficits in Metro Manila, Luzon and Mindanao, 

In Cebu, she announced the city would be the 
Malacafiang outside the national capital. The for- 
mer offices of the Bureau of Customs were con- 
verted into "Malacafiang sa Sugbo,” her residence 
in the south, as well as part-time office. 

‘The truth is that it was not Cebu alone that 
gave her the bulk of the votes that enabled her to 
make up for her losses in Luzon and Mindanao. It 
is reasonable to conclude that it was the vote of 
Central Visayas and Western Visayas that swept 
her to the presidency in Мау 2004. 

During the inauguration, the enthusiasm and 
jubilation over her election were most pro- 


Why Cebu as se 
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nounced in Cebu. While it rained in Manila dur- 
ing the Luneta inaugural speech, there was sun- 
shine in Cebu and the streets where her motor- 
cade passed from the Mactan airport to the Cebu 
City center were lined by enthusiastic people, re- 
flecting the massive vote they gave her. 

Their rapturous welcome was reciprocated. 
‘The President and her party stayed overnight in 
Cebu for the traditional diplomatic reception, 
and for street dancing among the common peo- 
ple in the evening. 

The declaration of Cebu as an alternate seat of 
power outside Manila, albeit only part-time, has a 
larger symbolic meaning than just an expression 
of gratitude over a decisive electoral support. It 
means that the President has given concrete con- 
firmation of the historic role of Cebu not only as 
the second city of the Philippines, and not just in 
‘economic but moreso in politcal terms. The trans- 
fer to Cebu is a tangible blow for the irreversible 
decentralization of the Philippines toward region- 
al centers and the devolution of power from Impe- 
rial Manila. It is symbolic of the gains of the re- 
gional autonomy movement embodied in the Lo- 
cal Autonomy Act, a process that can no longer be 
reversed and that is waiting for formalization bya 
constitutional mandate for federalism, whose im- 
pulse is most radiant from Cebu. 

Historically оГ ай Philippine cities and regions, 
Cebu has been the cradle of political leadership 
since the Philippines started on the road to self 
government in 1907, when the first national elec- 
tion for the Philippine Assembly gave birth to а 
constellation of regional leaders, the most out- 
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standing of whom were Manuel L. Quezon of Lu- 
zon and Sergio Osmefia St. of Cebu. In fact, Osme- 
fia was the foremost Filipino leader during the 
days of the Philippine Assembly, where he was the. 
iged leader of the legislature ahead of 
Quezon. As early as then, Cebu had wrested the 
Grown from Imperial Manila, competing with it in 
both political preeminence and economic impor- 
tance. It is this historical circumstance that has 
driven Cebu's autonomy movement, and Cebuano 
nationalism, which until today, refuses to ac- 
knowledge the Tagalog based national language. 

‘The undeniable economic reality is that Cebu 
is Metro Manila's rival as the dynamo of econom- 
ic growth despite the fact that theresa large con; 
centration of industries in the National Capital 
Region. Cebu is the undisputed shipping and air 
transport hub in the Visayan region and is the 
gateway to Mindanao. There are international 
flights in Mactan, making it the gateway both to 
Luzon and to Mindanao as well as the Visayas. 
Despite the paucity of natural resources, Cebu 
has an economic growth rate many times higher 
than the growth in Gross National Product. It is 
not facetious to compare Cebu with Singapore as 
a strategic economic and trade center. Cebu hasa 
robust entrepreneurial community that is he mo- 
tor of its economic 

If the movement for federalism or decentral- 
ization is going to accelerate at all, it already has 
a platform for the takeoff. It will be powered from 
Cebu, аз a model for regional autonomy in both 
economic and political terms. If there is a viable 
model of regionally driven autonomous econom- 
ic growth, not dependent on largesse from Mani- 
Ja, then Cebu is it. 

Elections may come and go, but there is no 
doubt that Cebu will continue to have a pivotal 
role in the outcomes of presidential elections. 
This is not because of its solid vote but because 
Cebuanos have a political, commercial and en- 
trepreneurial dynamism that makes it impossible 
to deny its destined role as the center of gravity of 
the decentralization movement. 


Saving mothers’ lives 


WHERE are we now? Where have we succeeded? 
Why and where? Seeking answers to these ques- 
tions, NGOs around the world got together to 
compile data on how far various governments 
around the world have gone to meet the goals 
they committed to in the 1994 International Con- 
ference on Population and Development. 

The results are published in a report card" that 
first ranks 133 countries (with a population of one 
million or more) on 13 indicators of reproductive 
health risk—from highest risk to lowest-risk—then 
looks at 62 of the countries that have data on a 
smaller set of these indicators and ranks those 
countries on their direction and pace of change. 

The Philippines, ranked as a “moderate risk” 
country, is counted among those that have made 
“significant progress” in the past decade, together 
with Tunisia, Bangladesh, Nepal and Peru. 

“But as was pointed out in a press conference 
during the Global Roundtable last week in London, 
the health of mothers and children even in these 
“progressive” countries sill depends on where the 
starting point is in the first place. Though the 
Philippines may have made more progress in the 
last 10 years in meeting the ICPD goals, a woman 
still has better chances of surviving pregnancy and 
childbirth in Europe and the United States, and 
even in neighboring countries like Singapore, 
‘Thailand and Vietnam, than in the Philippines. 

‘And with the recent announcement of Health 
Secretary Manuel Dayrit that it is not his depart- 
теп? responsibility to buy and distribute contra- 
ceptives, bring down the population growth rate 
or even promote family planning, what do you 
think are the chances of the country’s winning a 
higher score on the global report card the next 
time around? What do you think are the chances 
that fewer Filipino women will die from pregnan- 
cy- or childbirth-related causes? 

Тт not a gambling person, but 1 would wager 
the chances are nil. With the Department of 
Health, through Dayrit, washing its hands of any 
responsibility for the reproductive health of citi- 
zens, I can foresee the number of unwanted and 
unplanned pregnancies, sexually transmitted dis- 
eases, including HIV/AIDS, unsafe abortions and 
risky childbirths increasing dramatically. 


Rina Jimenez-David N \ 


А TOTAL of 23 countries, including the Philip- 
pines, have made significant progress in meet- 
ing the Cairo commitments, true, but 17 coun- 
tries, including the United States, have achieved 
little or nothing, or actually lost ground. 

‘Some key findings of the “report card”: 

ө Access to contraceptives has improved 
worldwide, but 123 million couples want to 
wait before having another child, yet cannot get. 
access to effective family planning methods. 

© More women hold policymaking offices 
worldwide, but women are still under-repre- 
sented in parliaments. 

© Much of the world has made significant 
progress toward gender parity in secondary 
School enrolment. 

ө Despite some liberalization of abortion 
Jaws, one in every 10 pregnancies still ends in un- 
safe abortion—about 19 million per year. Unsafe 
abortion kills one woman every seven minutes. 

ө The rate of adolescent pregnancy re- 
mains much the same as it was in 1994. 

© A woman dies minute from the 
complications of pregnancy or childbirth. Lit- 
tle progress has been made since 1994 to save 
these women's lives. 

© Many more women are in the formal 
workforce than in 1994, but they still earn less 
than men in most places. 

‘© HIV infection rates have increased expo- 
nentially since 1994 and in many countries, 
women now account for more than half of 
those infected. 

NO other indicator, said Hilary Benn, secretary of 
state for international development of the United 


Kingdom, illustrates the dramatic difference be- 
tween the status of women in the developed and 
the developing world than maternal mortality. 
“The difference in maternal deaths between 
rich and poor countries is staggering,” Benn not- 
ed at the closing rites of "Countdown 2015." "A 
‘woman in sub-Saharan Africa is more than 200 
times more likely to die of a complication of preg- 
nancy or childbirth than a woman in the UK." 
‘And the той is paid not just in women's lives or 
women's health. "The social cost is huge,” Benn 
said. "Two million children lose their mothers to ma- 
ternal death each year. Lack of skilled care in child- 
birth, unsafe abortion, and sexual violence all con- 
tribute to a situation where women cannot take an 
active part in society As a result they are excluded. 
"Maternal health is essential to newborn 
health, and both are essential to development..." 
And this is why, Benn said, the Department for 
International Development, which he heads, has 
just identified the reduction of maternal deaths 
worldwide as a key goal of Britain's global health 
DRE ae 
THOUGH the Blair government has been the 
staunchest supporter of the Bush administra- 
tion's policies in Europe, especially regarding 
Iraq, it has clearly parted ways with “Dubya” on 
the matter of sexual and reproductive health 
and rights. Indeed, along with the rest of the 
European Union, the United Kingdom has 
stepped into the breach, filling in the funding 
gap created by the Bush administration's uni- 
lateral withdrawal of funding for international 
reproductive health programs, most especially 
from the UN Population Fund and the Interna- 
tional Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF). 
“Maternal health and sexual and reproductive 
health and rights have always been a priority for 
DFID's work in developing countries,” Benn said. 
Each year, according to DFID, some 80 million 
‘women face unwanted or unplanned pregnancy. 
About 20 million or one-fourth of these women 
will risk an unsafe abortion and 68,000 will die 
as a result. These deaths could be prevented by 
access to family planning services, safe abortion 
where itis legal, and post-abortion care. 


Sullen looks and ‘footshakes’ 


EVEN as an undergraduate student raiding the Fil- 
ipiniana section of the university library for old 
travel accounts of the Philippines and the Fil- 
ipinos, I would often get worked up by the racist 
and unfair comments made by foreigners about 
my country and people. This irritation doubled 
‘when the books came illustrated with photographs 
taken by Europeans during the late 19th century 
and even those taken by Americans in the early 
20th century. noticed that Filipinas in period pho- 
tos did not or refused to smile for the camera. 

Is smiling for the camera something that we do 
naturally today and was it not the norm in the 
past? The standard excuse has always been that 
due to the slow film speed, those being pho- 
tographed a century ago were advised to sit still 
for the picture to come out well. If one did smile 
as we do today, one would have to keep the smile 
long after his teeth had gone dry to make sure 
there was no movement and thus no blurred de- 
tail in the resulting photograph. 

Reviewing these photographs of “surly Fil- 
ipinos” today, one has to examine the image and 
try to understand the context. Can we assume 
that early Filipinos look angry or distressed in 
photos because they were made to pose in certain 
ways or simply forced to pose in front of a cam- 
era? What about women from ethnic minorities 
made to pose topless for a foreigner? Context is 
indispensable for an appreciation of history. 

When the Frenchman J. Mallat published his 
two-volume work on the Philippines in 1849, he 
did not have a camera. So he illustrated his work 
with prints that came separately as an atlas in a 
third volume. His impressions of the "indios," as 
we were then called, make me wonder how many 
people he examined and how he arrived at his con- 
clusions. For example, he wrote: “All indio children 
are born with a more or less large blemish below 
the spine; as they grow, the blemish expands and 
gets discolored, ending up by blending with the 
general color of the skin, which remains darker." 
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1 haven't seen this on people nowadays. What 
was Mallat talking about? If it was a birthmark, 
why the generalization? 

His observations are quite quaint. Read on: 

"One of the most singular traits shown by these 
people is their widespread toes which make it 
possible for them to easily grasp and pick up very 
small objects, like for example a cuarto, a coin 
worth three centimes; they also use their toes for 
climbing and grasping a rope. When an indio 
drops something, he picks it up with his feet with- 
‘out stooping, and he goes down the stays of a ship 
with his head below, like a cat. His big toe is often 
quite separated from the others, considerably ex- 
tending his fulcrum, at the same time relating 
them in dexterity to the quadrumanes. If to this 
conformation is added a great suppleness in all 
articulations of the toes, one could imagine that 
an indio could, if one may say so, give one a foot- 
shake, like Europeans give a handshake.” 

While I know of a contemporary Filipino 
painter who uses his feet to paint, the act of using 
feet to pick up objects from the floor is something 
rarely seen today, except, perhaps, when you 
switch on an electric fan with your toes instead of 
your fingers. Have we changed that much in a 
Century? In the days before remote-controlled 
television, one had to contend with a dial. Then 
there were push button models that were best en- 
Joyed with one's feet. But all those are as old as 
dinosaurs today. 

Going to another topic, watching all those de- 
odorant and anti-perspirant commercials today 


makes me rethink what Mallat said about our 
sense of smell: 

“Indios have an extraordinarily fine sense of 
smell; there are servants who recognize, after re- 
turning from the wash, the shirts of their master 
among those of 10 or 12 other persons, only by 
the odor. Itis also claimed that ifa man finds him- 
selfbesidea woman of whom he is enamored, she 
guesses his sentiments from the odor of his per- 
spiration, and vice-versa. Asa sign of tenderness, 
they ask for a shirt which has been worn by the 
loved person, and when it has lost its odor, they 
change it with another one; for them it has the ef- 
fect of alock of hair in Europe.” 

T know of lovers who exchange used clothing 
or pillows when one of them leaves for a long trip, 
though I don't know if this has something to do 
with smell. I was also told that to keep a baby qui- 
есіп bed, you put something the mother has re- 
cently worn. 

How much of Mallats observations are accu- 
rate or made up, we can only guess. Comparing 
lowland Christian Filipinos with ethnic groups in 
the mountains like Igorots, Mallat noted very lit 
Че difference in physique and that one distin 
guished the lowland Christian from the ethnic 
mountaineers by their costume when they we 
in the market, He added: : 

"The only difference seen in the features of 
their faces consists of greater development of the. 
cheek-bones and the lower jaw, a result of this no- 
madic people having to chew often green and 
hard fruits for nourishment and sugar cane from 
which they extract the juice with their teeth. Civi- 
lized indios, on the contrary, eat only rice and 
foods easy to grind.” 

Reading Mallat today makes me laugh, and al- 
so makes me compare and contrast our times 
with the past and wonder if we are indeed better 
off today. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 


An SUV personality? 


THERE it was, looking like some mortally wounded prehis- 
toric beast after it fell off Katipunan Avenue into a construc- 
tion pit. m 

"TÉ" was a Ford Expedition. In the car was Vandolph, actor 
Dolphy’ son, and his friends. It was the second time he was 
involved іп a serious vehicular accident, the first one result- 
ing in the death of his girlfriend. IfI remember right, the first 
accident ako in- 
volved a sports ut 
ty vehicle (SUV). 

By coincidence, 
the day the newspa- 
pers featured Van- 
dolph's accident, 1 
also had a column 
entitled, | "What 
would Jesus drive?" 
featuring a US-based campaign to move toward more en- 
ergy-efficient cars. The campaign includes strong criti- 
cism against SUVs for being not just gas-guzzlers but also 
dangerous cars, with a greater tendency to roll over. 

But there may be more to the safety problem than the 
physical construction of the vehicles. I'm more con- 
cerned with the way the vehicle seems to correlate with 
particular personality traits. In that column, 1 said I was 
not surprised there were studies showing that SUV own- 
ers tended to have problems with self-esteem and to have 
less social responsibility. 

Self-oriented; other-oriented 

Okay, I can hear some SUV owners protesting now, and I 
will warn against using research results to stereotype people. 
1 до have friends who are SUV owners and they seem to be 
quite decent folks. Conversely, I also know really low life 
scumbags who don't own SUVs. 

Yet, and this comes from many of my friends here and 
abroad, 17% hard not to notice how SUV drivers seem to be 
more reckless and aggressive, if not arrogant. Then I start. 
wondering if its the vehicle that creates monsters, or if itis 
people, already obsessed with power, who make the SUVs so 
dangerous. Or maybe its both humans and SUVs that bring 
out the worst in each other. 8 

Back in 2000, The New York Times had an article summa- 
rizing some marketing research studies оп car ownership; 
with a self-explanatory title: "Study: SUV owners ‘selF-ori- 
ented’; minivan drivers 'other-oriented"" These aren't small 
time studies. Strategic Vision, a market research company in. 
San Diego, did one of the surveys involving 19,600 recent 
buyers of vehicles, including 5,400 minivan and SUV buyers. 

The studies show that buyers of both types of cars are fair- 
ly affluent married couples in their 40s, with children but 
that's where the similarities end. The minivans, it turns out, 
are favored more by women (which is why they are some- 
times called "mom-mobiles"), and by people concerned with 
issues like safety, with being able to park and maneuver 
around in traffic, and with being able to get elderly people in. 
and out of the vehicles. 5 

The minivan owners are more likely than buyers of апу 
other kind of vehicle to be attending religious services, to en- 
gage in volunteer work and to be involved with their com- 
munities and families. ) 

SUV owners, on the other hand, tend more often to Бе 
males, although it's interesting they outnumber women only 
slightly, at least in the United States. These SUV owners are 
described as generally having more reservations about mar- 
riage and parenting, more concerned with their SUV's exter- 
nal appearance and image, rather than practicality. ' 

The SUV owners are less likely to be doing community 
work, with a greater inclination toward dining in finie 
restaurants, going to nightclubs and sporting events, and 
working out. 4 

Invincible Б) 

Whether driving or being driven in an SUV the feeling you 
get is one of invincibility. With this sense of invincibility, ir 
not surprising SUV drivers become so reckless. - 

The market studies do show SUV owners also tend to майт 
to be in control of people. That might help us understand 
how the vehicles and people feed into each other. As I ex- 
plained in my earlier column, auto manufacturers concocted 
the SUVs when the United States enacted stricter laws on fi- 
el economy. The SUVs are really nothing more than "pretti- 
fied” trucks. As trucks, these vehicles would have been sub- 
jected to stricter standards on fuel efficiency; as "SUVs," а 
kind of hybrid large family car, they could get around the 
new laws. 

‘The manufacturers knew the market for these pretty 
trucks wasn't to be found in a family man. It was still your 
testosterone-driven male, eager for speed and size. Knowing 
their potential buyers are control junkies, SUV manufactur- 
ers install their seats higher than in minivans, giving the 
drivers a sense of being above everyone else. 

One market researcher glibly put it this way when inter- 
viewed by The New York Times: “If you have a sport utility, 
you can have the smoked windows, put the children in the 
back and pretend you're still single.” 

Pinoy SUV drivers < 

haven't seen any studies yet on Filipino car owners but 
based on what I've seen on our roads, T'd say the problem 
starts with the way cars tend to transform the gentlest Pinoy 
into a power freak. Cars carry much more prestige here than 
in developed countries so even a Sth-hand jeep carries its 
‘own prestige, vesting its drivers with a sense of power and, 
well, invincibility. Ў 

Now if that happens with a jeep, think of the transforma- 
tion that comes with an SUV with a vanity license plate like. 
*111" or "777". You're now only а whisper away from the 
gods in heaven—and I mean that too in the way they're 
courting fatal accidents. Watch how they speed around with 
their high beams on, horns blaring away, weaving in and aut 
of lanes and creating their own counterflow. 

And yet for all the aggressiveness of SUV drivers, the 
‘American studies found SUV owners tending to rate lower in 
self-esteem, even as they try to compensate with a self-image 
that they're "great drivers” who can handle speed and risks. 

‘Think of what that means for a Filipino driver. Think of the 
rich businessperson or politician, already drunk with power 
and privilege, purchasing an SUV as a status symbol. Think, 
too, of the tsuper (chauffeur), his ego battered to a pulp by a 
nag of an employer, getting into an SUV You're not just talk- 
ing about compensation here for low self-esteem, but a 
chance to get back at the world. Only the bus drivers (anoth- 
er bunch of insecure males) can compete with SUV drivers; 
which is still another story to add to urban jungle lore. 

Finally, think, too, of your teenage son, grappling with is: 
sues of identity, of social acceptance, of pending adulthood. 
Even if you've tried to raise him with the best of values, orice 
оп the road with an SUV and seeing how all the other SUVs 
bully other vehicles on the road, he's going to have to keep 
up with all the other dinosaurs, maybe even upping the ante, 
Td think twice about having my child drive an SUV—or dat- 
ing someone with an SUV. г 
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Do your part to help country — ар 18 the garbage dump legal? 
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Olympic competition for this, samethingforthe Philippines? | the proper taxes, if all of us just cerned. As the Department of For- Navas and Obando are flood. from the vicinity of the dump, not- 
we'd be the leader of the pack. "Those who feel as | do may followed the laws, we would al- eign Affairs spokesperson during Navotas and Obando are flood- ed that the “disposal facility is a 
The question is what do we do write me at kilusangsagippilip- ready be ahead. the Flor Contemplacion crisis, 1 Proneareas. 5 contributory factor in the pollu- 
now? inas@yahoo.com or call me аг Iaskalllike-mindedFiliph had the opportunity to deal direct- The dump is supposedly a “con- tion of the river, and continuous 
"The usual answer is to ask: (0915)4077784. I am willing to tell the rest of the country what it ly with Romulo in the course of tolled facility” meaningitusedto dumping of more wastes in the 
What will the government do? Му be a one-woman secretariat for is they can commit to do so that the DFAS efforts to stop Contem- фе an open dump which is being area could aggravate the deterio- 
senseisthatthisisbeyondgovern- Kilusang Sagip Pilipinas (Sama- the pledges of individuals, institu- placion’s execution. ` upgraded in preparation for clo- rating condition of the water envi- 
ment. In the past, we held govern- sama Aasenso, Gawing #1 ang tions and communities can fillup ІІ baffles me now how thatun- sure by January 2006." ronment, Moreover, due to its bad 
ment responsible for every bad Pilipinas). For myself I сап offer our national hope chest and bring kind quip, "Why all the fussovera Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco implications to aquatic life as well 
thing that happened. It is time eight hours of teaching Englishto us out of this crisis and into a maid” in Conrado Banal Ш col- allows the dump in his town on as its harmful effects on public 
that we individually and collec- disadvantaged children. My hus- brighter tomorrow. umn last Sept. 2, could beattribut- the basis of a “Notice to Proceed" health, closure of the facility is 
tively take responsibility for the band who is an engineer and a for- —MARIALORNAC.MANUSON, ed to Romulo. It was he himself issued by former Environment hereby recommended." 
ұлы we are in. But I did not do mer executive of a big utilities Meralco Village, Taytay, Rizal a vera Des iid = Secretary Heherson Alvarez, Itis hard to depend on Gozun's 
Р exploring all formal and formal Gozun'spredecessor But National promise on behalf of the contrac- 
Double whammy for motorists cannelstosave Comemplacion, зда Waste Management Com- ior Philec, that only biodegrad- 
rough the entire crisis, never missi ive di i 
LAST March 25 reported a Shell spectors found more gasoline sta- gasoline dealer the currently ар. Heard Romulo utter that state ea ee е ос Арат, ee A „САГА 
station on Timog Avenue, Quezon tions defrauding their customers! plicable penalty/fine of P400 isa ment, or any word or sentiment to for a member жу за, Ar prevent, some 170 tracks ol 
City to the Department of Trade think it is a shame that gasoline pittance. The cheaters can easily that effect. There was not one in- kom а menier of Eco Waste” mixed waste are-collected from 
and Industry, Department of Ener- merchants haveto cheat motorists. recover the amount after short- stance when he gave me and the Созгініоп, wrote: “We would like Manila alone, 
Sy and, of course, Pilipinas Shell May I request the media tocon- sellingtothreeorfourcustomers. [рд the impressis that he wasbe, (0 трһавіге once again (per cur We urge Mayors Tiangco and 
for possible fraud, ше doing follow-ups оп this the consumers, are being hit үиү Cor Pee onsas asg letter dated May 11, 2004) that Atienza to put up ecology cen- 
Pilipinas Shell purportedly act- matter to put pressure on local by a double whammy here! We ІЛЕ een xci rese the Notice to Proceed (NTP) is- ters in the barangays, barangay 
ed оп it by carrying out an inspec- governments to go after un- have to grudgingly accept the ris- Зог aera his er heran, Sued to the Navotas CDF should clusters and Pier 18; strictly en- 
tion audit in the presence of а scrupulous gasoline dealers. This ing prices of petrochemical prod. Filipino by reason of his or her so- од Бе construed asa permit to op- force waste segregation at source 
Quezon City Hall inspector. As ex- may just be "the tip of the ice- ucts, but to be shortchanged by the Cial or economic status. 1 say this is justa 
pected, they gave the gasoline sta- berg." dealers is totally unacceptable. опу in faimess to the man who efate. An NTP is just a letter that (households, establishments) and 
EH Ean” Dow, Welang af Majors oett Ir wil be Dti de корр took Full responsiblity and brunt WOLI contain a et of гаса. segregated wane. selection; end 
ously, the Shell station anticipated get together and initiate surprise initiate a process to self-regulate for the outcome of the crisis. guides as prescribed by RA 9003 promote composting and rey- 
am inspection would be carried checks on all gasoline stations in and discipline their dealership —SUSANO.CASTRENCE, for any proponent or operator ofa cling. 
outand there wasnolongertheel- their respective localities and ranks. assistant secretary, solid waste manage- —JOEY C. PAPA, 
ement of surprise. raise the penalties for this crime. —FREDERICK CABILLO PO, Office of Asean Affairs, iy president, 
"And now the recent news that Considering the volume of fuel  Unit204, C. Ramirez Building, Department of Foreign Affairs, Bangon Kalikasan Movement, 
the Quezon City mayor's office in- sold every day by each and every 121 Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 2330 Roxas Blvd., Pasay City bangon_kalikasan@skyinet.net 
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Maguindanao cops 
nab 5 linked to SSS 
death claims scam 


COTABATO CITY—Police on Calaud’s beneficiary, it was 
‘Tuesday arrested at least five per- learned. 

sons believed to be behind a syn- Мапавауз photo appeared in 
dicate involved in spurious death the NBI clearance bearing the 
claims with the Social Security name of Jimna Calaud, the secu- 
‘System (SSS). rity guard’s wife. 

PO2 Edwin Masukat, case in- | Managay said Oto paid her 

vestigator of Parang police in P300 for agreeing that her pho- 
Maguindanao, identified the sus- tograph be used in the NBI 
pects as Tahir Oto; Verlyn Mana- clearance bearing — Jimna’s 
gay, 26; Rosalinda Gedian, 41; name. 
Rosalinda Maglasang, 49; and Gidian, Maglasang and Gan- 
Levy Gandalla, 26, all of Baran- dalla said Oto paid them for their 
gay Tambo, Sultan Kudarat, participation in other claims filed 
Maguindanao. with the SSS. 

‘The suspects allegedly forged Valeriano Wenceslao, branch 
documents and filed benefit manager of SSS-Cotabato, said 
claims with the 555, including he had ordered an independent 
that of security guard Glenn investigation of the extent of in- 
Calaud. volvement of the five suspects in 

Calaud found the scam when  thescam. 
he went to the SSS office in  Wenceslao said the pension 
Davao City to get a new identifi- fund would not immediately re- 
cation card. At that time, he was instate Calaud in its roster of ac- 
told he was already dead based _ tive members. Calaud should first 
оп SSS records and that his wife Не a petition with a court, he 
had already collected the death said. 
benefits. He should submit proof that he 

The four women, Masukat is alive and that he is the real 

1 d 3 INTERIOR FLOOD 
said, pointed to Oto as the mas- Glenn Calaud, according to the : 2-52 : 2 А 
Tefmnd: Oto шей them орго. 556 оси. Edivin O. Атаа | Fioodwaterscontimae to bring miseries to the ives of residents of Sta. Ana town tn Pampanga. 


cess the death claims for dez PDIMindanao Bureau 


Workers uncover GSIS loan scam з" 


CITY OF SAN FERNAN- thatlOofhisco-workerssuppos- Тһе houses are supposedly lo- tor said a syndicate could bebe- reached only between P3,000 execs over 
DO—Eleven employees of a wa- edly got. cated in Royal Meadows, former- hind these supposed loans. The and P5,000. 
ter district here who are applying In Pineda’s case, the princi- ly Viva Valle, in Barangay Tangle syndicate, he said, might have a They said they had appealedto Qn-remittance 
for salary loans from ће Govern- pal of his loan supposedly іп Mexico town. contact person in the water dis- the GSIS to cancel the loans, but 
ment Service Insurance System made іп 1998 totaled Roberto Sembrano, a water trict. “Else, how did the syndicate the agency insisted that they honor MORE than 100 teachers of 
(GSIS) have discovered thatthey P299,000. Тһе interest district inspector who is set to re- manage to get copies of our mar- them. They wetealsotoldthatthey ry h h h in sienne 
already had housing loans of as reached P466,926. Including tire in three years, said he might riage certificates and service could not avail themselves of рен e Қы; s оак re] 
much as P1 million although they surcharges, his total obligation lose his retirement benefits to records?” salary loans because of their pend- ай cats un ел rid 
do not have keys to those units, to the GSIS as of July 31 has what he called a "fraudulent | Edgardo Reyes, also а mainte- ing obligations. gum ЕНИ aie 
much less lots. reached P823,591.34. loan." nance worker for the last 22 The InguRER called the GsIS абир 8% тор ORAE о to re. 
“1 didn't know 1 got a housing Because of that loan, which he Sembrano said that when he years, said the supposed loans office in Pampanga twice to con- = qoem y up take 
Joan,” said Randy Pineda, a main- said he never secured and never. checked his GSIS folder, the pa- were obtained despite the lack of firm the central office's directive DNE SN ad ix bue дед 
tenance worker for the last 15 benefited from, the GSIS is com- pers submitted for the housing "character investigations." оп the alleged dubious loans. In erie Beast шей n ri 
years at the City of San Fernando репе him to pay 5,700 month- loan bore fake signatures. The “If that was done, the GSIS Бой calls, the operator connect- skin кашыгын шш шай 
Water District. rhe said. Hissalary he said, was documents include his communi- would have known we were not ed the Inquiren to the unit han- "e i. Us awn 
Pineda said the GSIS central only P9,000 a month. ty tax certificate, policy papers capable of paying the loans,” he dling housing accounts but no- p. aka "e PS стоне 
office in Pasay City last week con- — “Idon’thaveahouse but fhave and the contract. зай body took the calls. Tonette Ore- Pagkakaisang Samahan па mga 


* "e су М » pir i jc Guro Tur Pag-unlad Rej 
firmed his “loan,” including those this huge debt," Pineda said. Gerry Gomez, a pump opera- Іп 1998, their monthly salaries јаз, PDI Central Luzon Desk tien сш), said pgs 


дон teachers at the Mina De Oro 

4 National High Scl hast 

DENR paves way for Subic-Clark road. тт 

or had not been paying their con- 

i i i ibutions to the Government Ser- 

construction іп Bataan protected site. imas 
ЧЫ for nine years now. 

THE DEPARTMENT of Environ- Ricardo Alarcon, PAMB pre- manager of the SCTEx project, _ The teachers rallied at the town 

ment and Natural Resources-Pro- siding officer and community said the PAMB decision was plaza from 5 p.m, Friday until 


tected Area Management Board environment and natural re- made after in-depth studies noon Saturday They assembled at 
(DENR-PAMB) recently approved sources officer, said in a state- made by PAMB and BCDA took Barangay Bagong Sikat where the 


sebastien. 


Marine turtle cries, 
agriculturist finds out 


By Jhunnex Napallacan and representatives of е Ce- 
PDI Visayas Bureau bu Environment and Natural 


ike eri pne Resources Office (Сепо), wit- resolution that would allow the ment rhat “che unanimously ар. into account every conceivable school is located and paraded to 


Construction of a portion of the proved decision was the result environmental concern ranging (Не San Jose town plaza. 
turtles бо сту. were fishing off Tayud when  SubicClarkTarac Expressway of months of study and collabo- from soil erosion, drainage, ex. бе аш be already m 
mies dO Duae бешише- me шие got cough im their (СТЕ бе Кросна Рес ative efforts with the BCDA cavaton, traffic and other 1- SS 
pal Cancer ok We Hoch. Cet. ed Landscape (RPL) in Dinalupi- that has resulted іп а win-win sues. nds last week at the Ombudsman 
en Cd Тһе Tayud Fishermen's As. 2, Bataan. situation." The rehion seid BCDA ma Marmi 
" P According to the resolution, The ЅСТЕх is a flagship pro- would build a perimeter fence 984 шел 
тесе that he шан тап олі саат a Men Маі Ба PAMB wil allow BCDA to bui ject of the Arroyo administra and a pedestian overpast rof Бепире Macaraig. Пи wie and 
e ronan cete ot ipee vote, ік Dig In a sie tine я т end ire ы componente (ойын Gots о шм home Messi ген Visi 
ee Me gar totes uide permet co ста бонда ara puel Pride Macapagal Апол Бае тоаш ы ur other school officials. 
5 7 area. point agenda, which will “ВСА will also be giving 
ee the Сато kan was loosely, However the BCDA will refor- transform Subic and Clark into priority to hiring people from Deaths i қ 
вол Monday afferoon. ams ей аге ich laing sen, се ше and plant tees, help ап international logistics and the affected barangays within Ee ишсе 
crying when it saw the knife of Sitio Bagacay while waiting for {2 бе protected site's repair and service center. the Roosevelt Park,” Tongco үзө оа up ыгы 
ТЕ Мери, Че Шық затоена Teplaealltreesthatwoulibecut. Rolando J. Tongco, program said. of the compensation benefits due 


them and their bereaved families, 
man who accidentally caughtit Puao said they made a hole All of us have never availed of any 


last Thursday. atthe edge of the turtle's shell G 1 h b k of the benefits offered by GSIS, 
VU neas Аа ы Groups to launch book on Samar poverty tz sens 
used to clean the carapace of tag bore the names of the these fund non-remittance,” Uson 
therurtle before iewas feed, three fishermen who caught ТИЕ CENTER for Anti-mperial- on Sept. 10 at the lobby of the Ап activist-scholar, Santos au- said in a letter, 

Residens cheered as the the turtle and the date of its і Studies (Cais), the Leyte- UP Manila College of Arts and (огей “Crime of Empire: А Case — She identified the teachers as 
stranded turtle, weighing at capture. Samar Forum and Friends of Sciences on Padre Faura Street, Against Globalization and Third pax Garcia, who died in 2002, 
least 100 kilos, was freed in Because it was low tide on Samar and Leyte in cooperation Manila. World Poverty as a World Sys- Louie Gabriel in 2003 and Roge- 
Sitio Bagacay, Barangay Tayud, Monday afternoon, the marine with the UP Manila College of Written by Ricco Alejandro М. tem,” a book on radical political lio Obligar, 2003. 

Consolacion” some 20 km turtle was fst earried by Mag. Ап» and Sciences Student Santos and Bonifacio O. Lagos, economy published in 2003, also Uson said they feared that the 
north of here. ale and three other fishermen Council and the Manila Colle. the book is published by Side- bySidelakes Press. Macaraig couple, who supposed- 

More than 100 people, in- toadeep portion oftheseabe- gian are launching the book, lakes Press, an independent pub- Lagos is a veteran communi- |у hold several US visas, would 
cluding the municipal officals fore it was set free. She Untold People’s History: lishing house based in Los Ange- ty organizer and researcher in escape from the country and run 

Samar, Philippines” at 5:30 p.m. les, California. Metro Manila and Samar. away from their obligations. 
She said Macaraig took over 


. . the operations of the school in 
Recruiter faces charges for transporting 11 youths 5222222 
they discovered that the couple 
3 had not been remitting their con- 
By Jani Arnaiz fore the Regional Trial Court in So- and Esperanza, Agusan del Sur, cruits, so they took a motorized boat em Leyte police director, said they tributions to government finai 
2 Visayas Bureau ны еа to San Ricardo town and boarded arrested Malinao after she failed to Sial institutions after their app 
Te маз the first case fled in" Malinao recruited the 11 to three rented motorydes to Loan, a present documents to prove that her Cations for loans меге denied 
MAASINCITY—A woman recruiter Southern Leyte since RA 9208 work as maids and factory or distance of 38 km. recruitment activities were legal. Uson said they have also yet to 
is facing criminal charges after she was enacted into law last year. junkyard workers in Manila fora The policein San Ricardo, howev- Liloan Mayor Marlo Maamo receive ee monthly salaries, 
‘was caught transporting 11 youths, Mercy Facha, assistant provincial monthly salary of P2,000. er, got suspicious of their presence had confirmed that the Lilo-an since July. ат » 
three of them minors, іл San Fran- social welfare officer, said the minor Police investigation showed and tipped offtheircounterpans in Ferry terminal became the trans- vs have repeatedly postponed 
cisco town on Panaon Island in  victims—two girls aged 14 and 16 that the group traveled from Bu- San Francisco where the group was shipment point of traffickers of the filing of the cases because we 
Southern Leyte for jobs in Manil years old and a boy aged 15—were шап to Surigao City where they expected to pass by women and children from Min- Wanted to settle this issue (amica- 
Marites Oransa Malinao, of broughttotheProvindalSocial Work were supposed to take a boat to Ateamoffourpolicemeninter- danao and Southern Leyte. bly), But they refused our offer to 
Barangay Bading, Butuan City is ала Development (PSWD) child and Liloan town оп Panaon. cepted the motorcycles in Baran- In a bid to stop the activity, the have a dialogue with them. We just 
now detained at the San Francisco youth crisis center at Capitol. From Liloan, the group wastotake gay Central, San Francisco. The municipal council passed an ordi- Want our толеу back,” Uson ай. 
jail to stand trial for alleged viola- Тһе other victims, aged 18 to a bus with another group of recruits victims told police that they were nance preventing vehicles from in a phone interview. Marlon 
tion of Republic Аст No.9208 orthe 20, were escorted back to Baran- bound for Manila. But Malinao could recruited to work in Manila. transporting passengers without Ramos and Madonna Virola, PDI 
‘Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act be- gay Manila de Bugabos in Butuan пог afford the boat fare for her re- Supt. Alfredo Sabomudo, South. franchise to operate in Liloan. Southern Luzon Bureau 


been saying was true: marine  Magale and his two sons 


егп Cebu town of Consolacion, 
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By Ferdinand G. Mendoza 


HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR OLD LOTTO or 
sweepstakes tickets lately? Don't be quick to throw 
them away if they arestill legible andlessthan a year 
old. You might be one of hundreds of Pinoys who do 
not know that they are already instant millionaires. 

“Officials of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 


T Special PROJECT... 


PCSO TODAY 


Winner’s loss, the poor man’s gain 
P624M unclaimed PCSO winnings go to Charity Fund 


Office (PCSO) said that unclaimed prizes from 
‘Sweepstakes and lotto games have reached over half 
a billion pesos from 1996 to 2002 alone, or 
624,285,174 to be exact. 

These unclaimed prizes from both lotto and 
sweepstakes games have now been declared “forfeit” 
and are set to be reverted back to the PCSO's Char- 


mother from a rural 
hospital. Do you thin 


zor area in Pangasinan өшіре: 


THE BOTTOMLINE While politicians make much ado about goverament-led co "m 
m y барм i d | cama aod 
Tore about the reazon why theve doctors are 


PHOTO TAKEN FROMA PCSO COMMUNITY MEDICAL AND DENTAL MISSION HELD IN MAY INALAMENOS PANGASNAN BY МАЯК ROZON 


іу here?” 


PCSO spends P26 thousand 
“іп med assistance per indigent 


By Dmitri Arce 


“BAWAL MAGKASAKIT [Thou shall not get sick]. 
This popular advertisement, so often seen on televi- 
sion, tells us how costly it can be to make sick people 
well. 

Ricarte dela Cruz, 43, owner of a small store in 
Novaliches, Quezon City, found this out in the most 
tinfortunate of circumstances. 

Stricken witha kidney disease, theailing Реа Cruz 
now spends his days praying that his son, Erickson, 
could find some form of assistance to cover the cost 
of his dialysis treatment. 

“The cost of the treatment is very high, and we 
éan barely afford his maintenance drugs,” said 
Erickson. 

Itis no wonder why government institutions like 


becomes a source of comfort for those who can't af- 
ford to buy medicine, much less avail of medical as- 
sistance. 

This year, the PCSO spent an average of P26,700 
for every indigent Filipino who came under its care 
andavailed ofits Individual Medical Assistance Pro- 
gram (IMAP). 

“That is roughly P2.7 million a day or a total of 


What PCSO’S IMAP 


‘THE INDIVIDUALMEDICAL ASSISTANCE Pro- 
gram or IMAP is a core program of the PCSO. It 
isquick-reaction response designed to giveimme- 
diate financial assistance to indigents in need of 
urgent medical help. 

‘There are three ways whereby the program as- 
sists indigent Filipinos. 

First: The IMAP can help settle an indigent's 
„hospitalization bills by issuing "guaranteeletters" 
"tohospitals where the patient had been confined. 

"Guarantee letters" or GLs are written certifi- 
cations that state that the PCSO will be respon- 
sible for settling the cost of hospitalization. These 
include medicines; medical, surgical or blood sup- 
plies; and aiagnostic procedures. Professional fees 
and room expenses, however, are not covered by 
the IMAP. 

Second: "Тһе IMAP can facilitate the actual 
release of funds equivalent to the cost of medical 
attention. These funds, which come in the form 
of checks, can be released directly to the patient 
„or closést relative, or to the hospital wherea GLis 
"not acceptable. PCSO officials stressed, however, 
that their preferred policy is to release the funds 
to the hospital where the patient received medi- 
‘eal treatment. 

Third: PCSO can also facilitate the issuance of 
a certification that will qualify a patient to be a 

; , beneficiary of the endowment fund given by PCSO 


‘toselect hospitals and health institutions. Hospi- < 


„tals that were granted PCSO endowment funds 
also have a system on how to select indigent pa- 
tients who can qualify for this assistance. 
Indigent patients or their relatives can submit 
their requests for medical assistance PCSO pro- 
incial district offices (PDOs), or to the Fund Al- 
location Department (FAD) at the PCSO Main 
Office in E. Rodriguez Ave., Quezon City. 
Approval of these requests will be dependent оп 
the patient's ability to fulfill the following require- 
ments: letter-request by patient or closest rela- 
tive addressed to either the PCSO Chairman or 
General Manager; Medical Abstract signed by at- 


Pho ADVERTISEMENT 


P484 million for the first six months of 2004 alone,” 
said Rubin Z. Magno, assistant manager of the PCSO 
Fund Allocation Department (FAD). 

The FAD office is directly in charge of the IMAP. 
It handles an average of 200 to 300 people a day, 
despite the fact that the department only has 20 di- 
rect service social workers. 

Explained Magno: “Weare still quite understaffed 
because each person who comes to our office for as- 
sistance has to be interviewed and evaluated by a 
registered social worker. You see, we need to find 
out ifthe person requesting assistance is really indi- 
gent.” 

PCSO officials definean indigent asa Filipino fam- 
ily or individual whose income falls below the pov- 
erty threshold or one who earns not more than 
P4,961 a month. 

Magno further stated that indigent patients who 
qualify for IMAP usually suffer from diseases that 
require costly medical attention. These include re- 
nal diseases, heart problems, cancer, respiratory in- 
fections, hypertension, diabetes and orthopedic 
needs, to name only a few. 

‘Theamount of assistancegiven to indigent patients 
can range from P50,000 for normal cases and up to 
P100,000 for “dreaded diseases" such as cancer. 


does for tbe poor 


tending physician; endorsement from the hospi- 
tal/medical social service office, Certificate of 
Acceptance of guarantee letter from the hospital 
director; and statement of account, or current bill 
from the hospital billing section. 

For the first half of 2004, the IMAP received. 
about 23,304 requests for medical assistance from 
qualified indigents. A total of 13,076 or 56.11 per- 
cent were recommended for approval through 
feedback reports, while 4,575 or 19.63 percent 
were recommended for issuance of guarantee let- 
ters. 

‘Also, 104 requests were referred for inclusion 
in the Endowment Fund of hospitals and other 
institutions. Another 291 requests were endorsed 
to PCSO Provincial District Offices for appropri- 
ate action. The remaining 5,258 cases are still on 
process. 

А comparison of medical assistance requests. 
of PCSO indigent beneficiaries showed an 85 per- 
cent increase in 2004, compared to the number 
of requests made in 2003. The total funds used 
to meet medical assistance requests also jumped 
87 percent between 2003 and 2004. 

‘The total approved IMAP requests forthe whole 
of 2003 was P573 million. By 2004, this total 
has already hit P484 million in only the first six 
months of 2004. 

PCSO General Manager Rosario C. Uriarte 
noted that the increasing amount of funds deliv- 
ered to the poor via IMAP underscores how many 
underprivileged Filipinos are in need of medical 
assistance, 

“The figures mirror the rising cost of medical 
attention in our country and the number of our 
fellowmen who need it," Uriarte said. 

Shelikewise mentioned that PCSO is now fine- 
tuning its system of processing medical assistance 
requestsin order to further increase the number 
of indigents the agency can service. 

"Our target isto reduce to a minimum the num- 
ber ofhoursit takes to process a charity request," 
Uriarte said. Dmitri Arce 
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“Wala kaming magagawa dahil iyan po ang 
dikta ng batas. [We can’t do anything except to for- 
feit the prize since this is what is stipulated in the 
law]; explained a PCSO official. 

Section 6, Paragraph A of the PCSO's charter (R.A. 
1169) requires that "Prizes not claimed by the public. 
within one (1) year from the date of draw shall be 
considered forfeited, and shall form part ofthe char- 
ity fund.” 

The Charity Fund is the fund source for ай PCSO 
charity services for the poor. Itis this fund that the 
agency uses to realize its endowment fund/quality 
health care program, individual medical assistance 
program (IMAP), community outreach program, 
‘ambulance donation program, national calamity and 
disaster program, and hospital renovation and im- 
provement of health care facilities. 

it's as if the unknowing instant millionaire 
unwittingly donated his millions to the poor,” an- 
other PCSO official quipped. 

He emphasized that the ticket holder is respon- 
sible for checking if he or she won in the lottery. 

“Itisnot the responsibility of the PCSO to go look- 
ing for the winning ticket if prizes remain un- 
claimed,” he stressed, adding that “for those inter- 
ested in finding out if their tickets won, they may 
view the list of winning lotto combinations at the 
PCSO central office in E. Rodriguez, Quezon City.” 

PCSO's mandate comes from Republic Act 1169, 
which states that fifty-five percent (55%) of PCSO's 
net receipts is set aside as a prize fund for the pay- 
ment of prizes, fifteen percent (15%) goes to opera- 
tions of the PCSO, and thirty percent (30%) of the 
net receipts is allocated as contribution to the 
agency's Charity Fund. Put simply, for every P10 
earned by PCSO, P3 goes to charity. 


EZ2 is easy money 
as lotto posts 11.9% 
revenue increase 


BIGGER JACKPOT PRIZES and an increase in pa- 
tron base in Visayas-Mindanao have contributed to 
a surge in lotto revenpes for the first half of 2004. 

The revenue performance of the online lottery 
games of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office 
(PCSO) posted an 11.91 percent increase for the first 
seven months of 2004 compared to the earnings 
during the same period last year. 

As of July 31, revenues from lotto games hit P6.3 
billion, compared to P5.6 billion recorded for January 
to July in 2003, a difference of about P700 million. 

PCSO has seven online lottery games. These in- 
clude Super Lotto 6/49, Mega Lotto 6/45, Lotto 6/ 
42, 6 Digit, 4 Digit, 3 Digit and, the newest game, 
the EZ2. 

Forthemonth of July alone, the increase from last 
year's figures stood at 19.65 percent with revenues 
soaring to P957 million, the highest so far this year. 
The increase in July 2004 revenues can be attrib- 
uted to the launch of the EZ2 lotto game, which gen- 
erated P76.6 million in earnings for PCSO in just 27 
days of operation. 

Therevenue performance in January also recorded 
a strong showing at P933 million even if itis lower 
than earnings for the same month last year. This is 
because January 2003 holds the record of the high- 
est sale in lotto for any month in any year at over Рі. 
billion. Officials said this can beattributed tothe huge 
Jackpot amount in January 2003, where both the 
‘Super Lotto and the Mega Lotto registered jackpot 
prizesof P135 million and P103 million, respectively. 

Lotto revenue figures tend to show a direct rela- 
tionship between the “attractiveness” of the jackpot 
prize in a lotto game and the amount of revenues 
generated per game, PCSO officials added. 

‘The prize money in a succeeding lotto draw auto- 
matically increases when theres no jackpot prize win- 
ner in a preceding lotto draw. Asa result, the patron 
base expands and more bettors mean more revenues. 

The month of May posted the largest increase 
when compared to the same month last year. May 
revenues posted a 23.14 percent increase with 
925.77 million in earnings this year. 

Vis-Min revenues doubled its sales figures in 
March of this year compared to the same month in 
2003, and heavily contributed to the 17.36 percent. 
increase in revenues for all the games that month. 

This year, Mega Lotto 6/45 became PCSO's big- 
gest earner, generating P2.24 billion in revenues for 
PCSO. Super Lotto 6/49 comes second with P1.59 
billion in revenues, whilethe Lotto 6/42 comes next. 
with P1.47 billion. 

‘The total jackpot prizes given to winnersof PCSO's 
lotto games amounted to P1.4 billion for the first 
seven months of this year, while lower prize payouts 
amounted to P1.39 billion. 

РСЗО officials said ће good revenue performance 
ofthe lotto games augur well forthe incomes of own- 
ers of lotto outlets who get 5-percent commission 
оп gross ticket sales. 

An outlet owner can also earn as much as half a 
million pesos in one draw, ifthe outlet sells the win- 
ning ticket in the jackpot prize of the Lotto 6/42, ће 
Mega Lotto 6/45 and the Super Lotto 6/49. 
Dmitri Arce 


Sana pe manalo na й 
Kalabaw na біуіз з 
6149 Super lot, para 

тәрті па siya за POL 

PAPALITAN KO SIYA!! 


THE PHILIPPINE CHARITY SWEEPSTAKES 
OFFICE is70 years old today. Had it been living 
person, we'd probably be witnessing toasts across 
the table offered by similarly-aged, sentimental 
folks who have shared the passing ofthe years with 
dear Mr. PCSO. 

And like all gracious individuals, Mr. PCSO 
would probably smile, nod, and savor that singu- 
larmomentofrecognition from family, friends, and. 
peers. 

But then again, would he? 

Сап Mr. PCSO, in all sincerity, take in the con- 
gratulatory handshakes, the adoring gazes, and the 
mile-long compliments of life well lived in public 
service, with nary a tinge of despair or grief in the 
thought that he could have done more for the poor 
in this country? 

Ofcourse, the old are allowed to be maudlin, es- 
pecially on their birthdays. And as the mind 
way to the tug of memory, I guess his most vivid 
recollection will be the cries of children hugging 
the frail shoulders of mothers too poor to buy medi- 
cine, much less bring their sick sons or daughters 
to a hospital. These were his reasons for being; 
why Mr. PCSO was born. 

‘Seventy years later, the cries, the sick children, 
and the desperate mothers are stil there. Worse, 
Mr. PCSO'scapacity to reach out and assuage their 
troubles have been impaired by the deft maneu- 
vers of political creatures that ascribe motive to 
his duties. 

Politics getting in the way of his work makes Mr. 
PCSO so angry. But he knows it із an anger that 
has no place in a country where poverty threatens 
tooutlive even him. 

And so, in the midst of celebration, Mr. PCSO 
makes up his mind. He will goto work. This time, 
ina more furious pace, like the devil was after him. 
His sole sources of income are lotto and sweep- 
stakes, so that will have to take priority in the days 
to come. Itis in greater revenue that he will find 
his greatest strength to help the poor. 

After all, he is Mr. PCSO, the principal govern- 
ment agency tasked to raise funds for health pro- 
grams, medical assistance and services, as well as 
charities of national character. 

He will push his people to work harder. Even if 
this means tangling with the minions and fair- 
haired boys of the power elite in this country. Oh, 
he knows who and where they are. He was not 
born yesterday. 

Mr. PCSO remains optimistic that there are 
enough people in his organization who genuinely 
recognize that service to the poor is their true call- 
ing. And for those who chose to conveniently for- 
get thiscalling, well, he hasa few chosen words for 
them: “We are not here to line our pockets. Are 
youblind? Doyou not see how much the poor need 
us? Our earnings аге not for us! Itis for the poor 
in our midst!" 

And maybe, when all is done, the cries of the 
children will grow faint in his ears — not because 
he has turned deaf to their pleas, but because fewer 
children will have to cry for their needs. Oh, he 
has big plans. He can feel the blood rush to his 
wizened cheeks. He will not wait for the poor to 
come to him. Mr. PCSO will go to them. He will 
be...what is that politically correct term they use 
nowadays? Oh yes, he will be more “pro-active.” 
He will come up with programs and projects that 
will raise revenues to a level that will allow him to 
givemoremedical and financial assistance to men, 
women and children that poverty has stalked and 
claimed all these years. 

Only then will he feel that he truly deserves the 
accolade of his peers. Only then will those toasts 
and congratulatory handshakes rest easy on his 
soul. 

Yes, he knows his country is going through a fi- 
nancial crisis. All the more reason to act with di 
patch. And as for polities and politicians, well, the 
devil take them. Mr. PCSO has just turned 17. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY MR. PCSO! 
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ала, Cirniversiny 


Malam, 
Lubos -po kaming magpapasalamat sa бүр аі Фа 
if ng PCSO За paghapn ninyo fa aming (айе 
‚та mabigyan ng financial алате asg aming 2 yan 
3 da deaghter rà i Rachel $ Ideme, Taamal po m 
fearing. aid ma binigay ninyo- Ja руа» “agre repone 
Ta sga sa mga Sounds na kanyang marinig. She sill 
wee Speech therapy at soon aF possible 
шак - maraming salmat at dalangin be ng: 
marami pa, kayong matulungan and God “will protect 
yn and beer yon in ай the dhingr үш do. Again 
Фали you very much and God Bks Yn All 
Advance Merry Christmas and a Фару 
feo Year de М. 


Варена arr 


Dear Manager Uriarte "m 


Greetings. 


1а behalf of the Federation of Bano Women, Inc. 1 would 

like to extend my deepest gratitude (ог donating 

Php300,000 worth of medicines that were equally disposed 

to the 30 barangays of Вазо. Had it not been for your 

assistance, the "Medical and Dental Mission” would not be 
Ш materialized. 


W/-Reswio Urtarte . АФ 30984 
(% 2 ral Manager . PESO 
dea Magandang araw po, 
Мо fo si Gig- Juana P. Dance! 
6 yrs. ol pes e Fh seers 
Mj Dering 


А иу 
ен 


With your support, the federation's objective, which is to 
help the people of Ваго in any way possible, was fulfilled. 
The Medical and Dental Mission had greatly benefited the 
less-fortunate families especially those from the far-flung 
barangays of our municipality. It alleviated the suffering of 

(байһове who cannot afford to buy medicines and those who 
cannot afford the.. services of a doctor. With this 

irrommunity-oriented undertaking, the indigent families feel 
that they are not neglected, 


fuming 


ay [ul 


ralaking duod na 


loob. nine: Natanggap ke na do c 
hearing aid ngayon arau Fa Wo fo 
ia lera СЫМ Ма Cener, dum aade i 
Ма бача long? po Ho nang malaki 
Gatin gayundin €x ating pamilya. Ipi racal 
E E ТЛ 
$b- Diara de Sagun ng DSUD of Sa 
tg bumubuo ng” нуду Tanggapan . 
Nawa'y ` kasihan” Kaye lagi ng 
Moykapal бз inyong walana Sad 
Ф mga taong подато {ы 
Muli po akong Tog pa pasalaraf. 
God Bless. 


The federation will be forever indebted to you. fahat 


py 


кам. 


Thank you very much and more power. 


Very truly yours, 


сЕймА ÉDAGUNAN 


M(yfigipal Federation President 


Ішек та gueagaton, 


Wapaghalingi... «алдық, 
ng PCSO. 
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No winner 
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Megalotto 6/45 
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Jackpot Prize: P9,468,456.90 
No winner 


929239 
999 


15 34 13 28 02 15 
Бета 


Jackpot Prize: P15,150,891.00 


19 42 09 24 23 34 


Luzon Jackpot Pro: РЗ,153,778 


VisMin Jackpot Prize: P3,484,165.02 
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Lotia6 Digit Gama 1st Prime: 5) 
E рте 998,599.98 ILES A 


Suertres 3: 
Lotto EZ 2 (Luzon): 


m— ne 
Lotto 4digtGame: Ò DDD 


Suertres 3: 229 
Lotto E22 (Luzon; 09 OF 
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Loti 6 Dig Game tstPrie:_ 33 79 5) ў 
‘st Prize: Р1,377,365.86 9999 


Na Win x 
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Wanna be 
a lotto agent?, 


By Dmitri Arce. 


As long as there are people, there will always be a market 
for dreams. This is perhaps the simplest explanation why * 
there is always а long line of hopeful millionaires in front of 
a lotto outlet. 4 

Every person that leavesalotto  istrations, audited financial state- 
counter has in his or her posses- ments.and certificate ofincome. « 
sion apiece of paper that maybe Кот corporations or partner- 
the ticket to a better life. Itis not ships, they must be registered. 
justa combination of seemingly with the Securities and Exchange, 
random digits toan unconcerned Commission with primary or sec- 
lotto teller. Most of thetime, itis ondary purpose to operatea lotto 
a number sequence that has outlet. Several documentary re-_ 
meaningtotheonewhobuysthe quirements would be needed from 
lotto ticket. Itmaybeaspecialor corporations/partnerships that 
lucky number—adateofbirthor are seeking to operate a lotto out- 
wedding anniversary, oreven ће let, such as articles of incorpora- 
ages of one's children. But опе — tion; information on corporate of- 
thing is certain: every lotto ticket ficers and directors; audited fi- 
bought is regarded with faith in nancial statements; and photo- 
the belief that a million good graph of the building where the 
things can happen to those who proposed outlet would be situated 
take chances. and its interior, among others. 

And this is possible for as long The rest of the requirements can 
as there аге lotto outlets around also be sourced from the Licens- 
whenapersonfeelsthatheorshe ing Offices of the РСЗО main of- 
posue mextinstantmil- ficein E. Rodriguez, Quezon City. 
lionaire, 

Aside from beingan instrument 
of making peoples’ million-peso 
dreams come true, the lotto out- 
let or agent also serves as a con- 
duit for giving to charity. Every 
lotto outlet throughout the coun- 
try is operated and maintained, 
through its agents, by the Philip. 
pine Charity Sweepstakes Office 
(PCSO). What most peopledo not 
knowis that forevery peso earned. 
by PCSO through its lotteries and 
other games, thirty centavos go to 
charity services. Hence, a person 
buyingalotto ticket directly gives 
to charity, and the lotto outlet is 
the de facto charity institution. 

Oftentimes the size of a toilet 
cubicle, the lotto outlet is probably 
one of the most lucrative business 
ventures today. Why? First, the 
business is run with minimal spa- 
tial requirements. Second, it re- 
quires minimal personnel (one 
person per terminal/outlet and 
one back-up personnel is stan- 
dard). And third, the capital req- 
visites are really not that high (the 
squid balls franchise costs more). 

Given the relatively comfortable. 
business viability of operating a 
lotto outlet, it is no wonder why 
almost everywhere one goes in 
Metro Manila and in some parts 
of the country, the familiar sign- 
board “Lotto Play Here” can be 
seen. Since the introduction by 
PCSO of the online lottery games 
їп 1995, the number of outlets has 
steadily increased. 

Alotto outlet is seen by most as 
а very lucrative venture. For this 
year alone, the PCSO paid over 
P300 million in agents’ commis- 
sions, which is 5 percent of gross 
sales. Last year, the total amount 
paid in commissions to lotto 
agents reached over P480 million. 
And as lotto revenues increase 
each year, the amount given as 
commissions also increases. 

Aside from the 5-percent com- 
mission on gross sales, lotto agent. 
сап earn a maximum amount of 
P500,000 if his or her outlet sold 
the winning ticket in the jackpot 
prize of the Lotto 6/42, the Mega. 
Lotto 6/45and the Super Lotto 6/ 
49. This incentive is called the 
"Lotto Agents Seller's Prize.” 

Sohowdoes one become alotto 
agent or lotto outlet owner? The 
PCSO reviews and assesses а 
number of applications for lotto 
outlets on а daily basis. The fol- 
lowing paragraphs contain an 
overview of the process and ге- 
quirements when applying to be- 
comea lotto agent. 


The location 

‘One of the most important as- 
pects when applying for a lotto 
outlet is the viability of the pro- 
posed site. There are several re- 
quirements that must be met in 
order for PCSO to approve а vi~ 
able site for an outlet. 

First, he proposed site must be 
at least 100 meters from an exist- 
ing lotto outlet; schools or places 
of learning; and churches and 
places of worship, except if the lo- 
cation isenclosed orina shopping 
center, subject to PCSO's govern- 
ing rules. 

Second, it ought to have "good 
human traffic, which means the. 
site must besituated ina commer- , 
cial or busy intersection area. This 
issobecause PCSO would not want „ 
alotto outlet that would belocated ^ 
in a remote village with a popula, 
tion of only 20 families. In order 
for an outlet to earn, it must belo- 
cated where thereare thousands of ^ 
people raring to buy a otto ticket. 

Thesitemust be flood-free and 
properly ventilated and should · 
have ample space. It should be at 
least 8-9 square meters, or if a 
business counter, atleast 2 square * 
meters. PCSO requires that the 
site should haveavailable shelves 
and counter for terminal installa- 
tion, modem, and storage of lot- 
tery materials. 

Also, the proposed site should 
have a telephone facility and an 
electricity outlet. This require- 
ment is for the installation of the, 
lottoterminal. PCSO also requires “ 
that the site be surveyed by the 
communications carrier. 

‘The operators for the lotto out- 
let would be trained by PCSO in’ 
the operation of the terminals, 
preferably one dedicated person- 
nelandone back-up per terminal. 

PCSO will then conduct an in- 
spection of the site, and will de- 
termine if the conditions men- 
tioned above are satisfied. 


The cost 

‘Aftera thorough review of sub- 
mitted documentsand an inspec- 
tion of the proposed site is done, 
PCSO will determine if the appli- 
cation for a lotto outlet is viable. 
Then the applicant will be in- 
formed of the evaluation results 
and told whether the application 
is approved or denied. 

1f the proposed outlet site is 
considered viable by the PCSO, 
theapplicant will be informed and 
be required to complete the next 
stages of the application, 

‘The PCSO chargesa processing 
fee of P1,700 for each approved 
lotto outlet application. After pro- 
cessing, an approved applicant is 
required to payan installation fee, 
the amount of which depends on 
the communications carrier that 
will be chosen by theapplicar 

In sum, an applicant is required. 
to payless than P20,000 after his 
or her application is approved. 

the eventual lotto 

red to shoulder all 

s outside that of the 

application process. One of these 

expenses is the fabrication of the 

actual lotto booth, and another is 

therental fee for the ite. The lotto 

agent would also provide the man- 

power, which is usually oneopera- 
tor and one back-up. 

Good luck toall those who want 
tobe the keoper of the keys to be- 
inginstant millionaires! For more 
information on the application for 
a lotto outlet, visit the PCSO of- 
fice in E. Rodriguez, Quezon Ci 


The usual requirements 

There are two kinds of appli- 
cants for what PCSO dubs as ап 
“agent ofthe onlinelottery sector," 
and these are individualsand cor- 
porate/partnerships. 

For individuals, an applicant 
must be a Filipino citizen and at 
Teast 21 years old. He or she must. 
accomplish and submit some nec- 
essary documents that include, 
but not limited to, Letter of Intent; 
Online Lottery Application Form; 
Proof of Income; Proof of Owner- 
shipor Lense of Outlet; NBI clear- 
ance; Barangay clearance; photo- 
graph of the building where the 
proposed outlet would be situ- 
ated; and the photograph of the 

terior of the proposed outlet. 

"The Letter of Intent and the ap- 
plication form is available at the 
PCSO, Forthe Proofof Income, an. 
applicant must submit documents 
to provesourcesofincomesuchas 
income tax returns, business reg- 
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IN QUIRER Northern LUZON оет 
Lahar saves Bacolor from floods 


By Tonette Orejas Tes NY mote s 5” mn eum s, а ral Hazards Review, May 2001). 
Bacolor, Pampanga a с err ne 


m UE Permanent residents 
HE SAME ash, sand, usb ja Tan Mayor Romeo Dungca said 
rocks and gases А i CERE d a Е аһош 2,000 families had settled 
fr " 3 x f à permanently. About 4,000 families 

ош Mt. Pinatubo к j TT, return during summer to plant. 
that strong rains washed E pu Тһе rest live іп resettlements but 
down from the slopes in ш come during occasions, he added. 
the form of scalding mud i i The jest is that Bacolor comes 
in 1991 were the same E fully alive only during АЙ Souls 


Day, Holy Week, election day and. 
stuff that saved Bacolor the local Virgen de la Naval fiesta. 


town in Pampanga and its b. i 4 Ы every third Sunday of November. 
people from severe flood- Жы. Critenden noted more perma- 
i 1 пепсу now. Houses built on sal- 
ing last week. S * vaged materials and raised оп 
Lahar, as how geologists call s i 5 stilts, so tall that even a dump 
those lethal volcanic materials, жұр; | truck could pass underneath, 
have really changed the fate of vu "P j have been replaced by concrete 
Bacolor, Doomed twice 2 J| butnevertheless tall houses. 
over—first by nature's wrath and ү Í On Wednesday last week, when 
then by being sacrificed asa lahar > М the Provincial Disaster Coordinating 
catchment—the town's misfor- j Council reported that 212 04507 vil- 
tunes have increasingly been ` EU] lagesin 15 towns were still flooded, 
turning into a "blessing." life in Bacolor ran its normal course. 
Last week, when rains induced Ў ? At the Lourdes Shrine in Cabeti- 
by Typhoons "Marce" and "Cha- Ў : can just near the dike, men mowed 
ba" flooded many parts of Central “ й grass. Inside а reconstructed 
Luzon, Bacolor, 60 km north of chapel, women recited the rosary 
Manila and 39 km southeast of THIS time, residents of Bacolor, which suffered from Mt. Pinatubo's eruptions in 1991, found protection from lahar during last week's flooding. rowworo in time for the start of the month- 
the volcano that heaved one of long praise for the Virgin Mary. 
the world’s most violent blasts in Іп the 1970s and the next alive by lahar, neither Lusung no Spain's Pluribus Unum Non Plus shaped and its crevice facing the Ас ће chapel belfry, three men 
the 20th century, jutted high, ike decades before the disaster, she Romero would till not want to сай Ultra (Опе Out of Many) no more. Pasig-Potrero, the 56-km dikeen- installed a new steel crucifix. Far 
ahill of refuge. recalled, floods lasted а week toa lahar a blessing now. Lahar claimed the remaining closed nine villages—Maliwalu, down and on a vegetable farm 
“Water rose to the knee but month. “It’s really low-lying and |. historical landmarks of national Dolores, Concepcion, San Anto- that Erlinda Pineda tended on ће 
subsided fast (on Thursday" surrounded by water" she said, Burial hero Dr. Jose Rizal, who orga- nio, Balas, Duat, Potrero, Parulog slopes of the dike, she harvested 
said Dominga Lusung of what her pointing to the Pasig-Potrero Riv. Іп their separate reckonings, nized a La Liga Filipina chapterin and Sta. Barbara. gourd and squash that she would 
village, San Vicente, experienced ег on the west and the Gugu June 15, 1991 was not а fortu- the town, of Filipino revolution- Seven more villages were en- sell the next day. 
recently Her place, as well as Creek on the east. itous day. As the volcano woke aries who wrote great plays and closed. Cabambangan, San Vi- At the revived MacArthur 
Barangays Cabambangan, Santa But Bakulud, the town’s old Баск to life that day, Typhoon poems yet held guns, of Gen. Ап. cente, Santa Ines, Cabetican, Highway, jeeps plied the route 
Ines, Cabetican, Timajero, Talba name, indicated it was originally "Diding' lashed. Aside from the tonio Luna's military formations, Tinajero, Talba and Mesalipit connecting Sasmuan; Lubao, 
and Mesalipi are in the town a high plain near another pre- rainsof ash, sand and rocksladen and of women who fed and treat- were bounded by the dike in the Guagua and Bacolor to the capi- 
proper and the ones that are in- colonial river settlement, Lubao. with sulfur, lahar cascaded from ed wounded soldiers in convents. west and by the Gapan-San Fer- tal city of San Fernando. 
habited now. Sand that abounded in the town the slopes into the Pasig-Potrero, Тһе imposing San Guillermo nando-Olongapo Road that cut Along the Bacolor stretch of 
ForLusung, 60,itwas thelahar before the 1991 eruptions indi- spilling and swamping the town. Church in San Vicente one of the through Bacolor with an eleva- the GSO Road, woodearvers sold 
that put the residents to safety, cated that nature in olden times Вас the twin typhoons “Rosing” oldest that the Augustinian friars tion of 20 meters, in the south, antique-ooking religious statues 
“We're already on high ground. had altered the landscape of Ba- and “Mameng” on Oct. 1, 1995 established and from where thelo- and by the San Femando-Santo- and furniture. A kilometer away 
Believe me, 34 feet of lahar color. sent gushing the biggest lahar cal secular movement blossomed, Tomas-Minalin Dike in theeast, от the Gugu Bridge, 15 trucks 
reached the village. That's why 1 Honorato Romero, 42, remem- avalanches. In minutes on that was half-buried, its choir loft win- Barangay Cabalantian, where hauled sand from the river. 
don’t expect big floods here any- Бегей the worst floods that hit the Sunday, Bacolor wasentitely gone. dow now becoming the door. the worst tragedy ос — Children, bound for home after 
more, There would only be occa- town.Andlikelusung,hesaidla- Only the tips of roofs served as а curred—2,000 houses, 500 vehi- school hours, walked merrily on 
sional, slight floods from rainwa- harwasdoingthesavingforthem reminders of the town that was FVR Megadike cles and thousands of people (ор of the dike that also doubled 
ters, not from overflowing now. the country's capital during the Тһе sprawling campus of the buried—is right beside the San up as road. Young men cast their 
rivers,” she said in Kapampan- “Мете safe because lahar 1762-64 British Occupation, Don Honorio Ventura College of Fernando-Santo Tomas-Minalin rods on the river, hoping to catch 
gan. raised our place," he said in Ka- Pampanga capital for 160 years Arts and Trades, foundedin1861 Dike. To date, only the villages of fish for dinner. 
А pampangan. until 1904, and the Athens of the and said to be the oldest voca- Calibutbut, San Isidré, Macaba- Just outside the eastem side of 
Changing fate Lamenting the exodus of com- province for its great literary, cul- tional school in Asia, was left only cle and Magliman are outside the the megadike, the cockpit arena 
Familiar to the place where she munities, the diaspora to at least tural and social contributions. with its landmark facade. dike. was alive as the tupada raged. Right 
has lived since birth, and having seven resettlement sites, the loss of ‘The town that prided itself for As if those losses were not But while Bacolor was largely within, and at the outer edge of the 
returned to Bacolor three years houses, farms, fishpondsand what being bestowed а Royal Coat of enough for the 67,000 plus dis left empty, 1,755 residentsrefused  megadike, vast lands are planted 
after the 1991 eruptions, Lusung American sociologist Kathleen Arms, said to be Spain's reward placed residents, the government 10 abandon it or returned to it by now to sugar cane and rice, and cul- 
said she knew the changing fate Crittenden called the “large but de- for Bacolors hospitality, was re- decided to build the FVR 1997, said Critenden inherstudy, tivated as fishponds or grazing 
ofthe town. ated number of people” buried duced to a wasteland. It was Megadike right in Bacolor. U- "Can This Town Survive?" (Natu- grounds for goats and carabaos. 


Future of RP films in Baguio amateur video fest 


By Vincent Cabreza they grew up in. They believe that Ашса Rose Mendoza's “Kalso” 
Baguio City Қ з films can only be presented with deals with an abused woman's ul- 
TR this formulas, so 1 usually advise timate vengeance on men, while 

IGHT maverick film- Ші them that they сап find new ways April Pauline Arevalos and 
makers once sat "mm Р oftellimgtheirstories"hesaid. | Samuel Austria Л.З “Talingkas 

E: М ^ А " (The condition for freedom)" 

E with acclaimed artist 3 % Smart divells on a coming-of-age story 
Kidlat Tahimik in 2002 to f Kidlat said the festival efforts for a closet homosexual student. 
discuss the future of pito- were smart. Angst brims from "Aniniwan 

it Д i эз: Luvee Hazel Calventas direct- (Shadows),” which was helmed 
That Ka те пона 3 ed*Banyo Thoughts" asa humor. Бу Karl Anthony Camila, and the 

ous narrative of the politics and са! center saga, "Litang (Dazed),” 
for another week) films. $ sociology that also controls peo- directed by Chevrolet Cruz, 

Some of the filmmakers were z ple's toilet time. Elizabeth Aglugub is proud that 
first-time directors, who had since Jenny Abellas crew produced а her film, "Payong (Umbrella), "isthe 
achieved some measure of fame X 2 treatise on youthful aimlessness only unabashed love story of the en- 
for producing uncommon stories called “Lakad.” It shows student- — tries, but Jose Nietes Ш said kudos 
wrapped in formulaic sex and vio- actor Ramon Ngayaan Jr. strolling should ako go ro his film, "Taghoy 
lence that audiences used to expect А SCENE from the amateur video "Montiniosa." around the 870-meter span of low- ва Dilim,” the only horror-comedy 
from Regal Film's innovative deals. er Session Road along downtown that tackles the Baguio legend about 

Pito-pito contracts gave direc. office retums but allow the directors 95th charter anniversary, Baguio, where he meets a whole the*White Lady of Loakan.” 
tors a week to shoot and a week enough artistic licenseto maketheir The festival was produced by the spectrum of individuals. Sessionis Kidlat gave the festival top points 
to edit films for a P5-million pro- stories thoughtful or, іп many cases, UP Baguio’s senior mass communi- the major commercial center. Visi- for original thought produced un- 
duction budget. surreal, These are the roots of Jef- cation students for their Broadcast tors often find it odd that the city’s der a pito-pto environment. 

Жай said the directors came іп. беу Jeturian’s award-winning fms Communication 130 (Program youth spend their nights just Each film crew had to raise 
to the field expecting box-office “Pila Balde" and "Tuhog." Planning and Building) class under strolling up and down thestretch. — their own money to make their 
windfall but ended up frustrated by ч instructor Shirley Palileo-Evidente. Jamaica de la Cruz, a part-time films, а fact that impressed the 
the Philippine movie studio system, Studio system Kidlat said he was drawn to the radio disc jockey, stars in "Mon- world-renowned filmmaker. 

“there isa big man, who con- Kidlat himself scorns the studio festival when acrew ofthe students’ tiniosa,” а Mt. Province myth Тһе films were produced on a 
trols what movie theaters will system, preferring to make per- Pitong Dwende Productions sud- about a vengeful spirit who budget of between P2,000 and 
show every week, Studios, which sonal comedies about the Philip. denly handed him a script fora part abducts children. "Montiniosa" P14,000. The student filmmakers 
intend to блапсе new productions, Pines that provoke irreverent in their fim Banyo Thoughts.” was filmed by Bryan Baldo in said their expenses were covered 
always go through Mr Big, He tells thoughts about modern Filipinos.  Thefestival featured 1025-minute Sagada, Mt. Province. by sponsorships. 
them how the story should end, _ ВШ he said the experimental fims on Sept. 1-3, The awards night "Fedrang Falad,” whichwaspro- Kidlat said he produced the 
which popular actresses to star. He Pito-pito films made Philippine film- — will be held on Sept. 22. duced for under P2,000, has a plot highly acclaimed "Mababangong 
is even consulted about а film's ti- making audacious for a change. “When I taught film (in UP Dili- straight out of the 1970s "Oh, Bangungot (Perfumed Night- 
tle,” Kidlat recalled learning from That “audacity” is stirring up тап and UP Baguio), I used to God” series. But instead of George mares)" in stages because of the 
фе discussion. again among 60 student flmmak- give the kids three weeks of free Burns, we get director Jose Paolo shoestring budget and because 

Не said it was an exchange of ers of the University of the Philip- time to film what they could so dela Cruz, playing “god” to Fedra he needed to find locals willing to 
extreme industry points of view pines Baguio, who launched on they could show me what I need- (Joanne Lacsina), who asks that showcase their acting prowess, 
because many of the directors ар. Tuesday the "Arubayan ni Oble” ed to expect from them. And like she be stricken off the list of people “That film earned him the Inter- 
preciated the simple liberties that (roughly translated, Oblation most films, they gave me formulas who have pre-determined fates. | national Critics Jury Prize for Nar- 
producer Lily Monteverdes pito- grounds), which they billed asthe of sex and violence,” Kidlat said, Тһе festival has a couple of rative Film, the Catholic Jury Prize 
pito contracts granted them. first Baguio Amateur Video Film reacting tothe festival previews. — films dealing with sexual abuse and the Ecumenical Jury Prize in 
* ‘These contracts stilldemandbox- Festival to commemorate Baguio's “ев not their fault. It’s the world ала homosexuality. the 1977 Berlin Film Festival. 
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4th FOUNDATION DAY 


September 8, 2004 


E Ad Patra Pot Aval 


Mayor Kicks, Mexican Ambassador at Foundation 
Off Event 


mw cw Three Ambassadors grace 4- day event 


Mayor Alfredo Corona will 


do the honors of flagging off 
the First Asin ira First Asia Institute ASEAN region were featured Robotics team will showcase. 


motorcade at the break оГ will be honored with the іп previous Foundation day its winning projects іп both 

dawn on Foundation Day,| Presence of 3 Ambassadors КЖ national and international 

September 8, 2004. The| during Foundation week. competitions. For teachers, а 

motorcade signals the start The Ambassador of prepare our students and special session will address 

of4 days of activities. the United Mexican States teachers to be globally “Meeting the Challenges of a 

Tanauan City's keynotes First Asia Institute's. марте and attain aworld Teacher Counselor.” 

Office of the Mayor has| 4th Foundation Day view. Mexico, as this year's A much-needed 

consistently been supportive | Céfemoniestoday > special country feature, shares seminar will | provide a 

of First Asia Institute and Philippine Ambassador Jose many things in common with refresher on the social graces 

the local government has | Zaide will giveaseminarlater the Philippines,” explained with “Protocol and Etiquette.” — 
been a partner im the| in the week, and resident Humanities Director, “School Governance” Ambassador Urrea center, with lei) is received by FAI President 


Ambassador Rey Carandangis Ambassador Rey Carandang will be the topic of around table eee 


алы чаа ачи tog rine 


school’s community passai Е 
deyclopucl programs the institute’s Humanities A full schedule of conference participated in by 


Director. activities include a talk by CALABARZON school 


; REL Ambassador Enrique Economist Dr. Bemardo officials ҒА, PNU Ink Partnership 
Unang Hirit’ | Hubbard Urrea graces the Villegas оп “Economic “There are many необ 
я ‚ | school’s Mexican-themed Opportunities іп complementary activities slated 23 FIRST ASIAINSTI 
at First Asia | ccicbration, as рап of the CALABARZON,” as part of for the week, all designed to OF TECHNOLOGY ANDHUMANTIES 
school's annual Foundationday (ће “Connecting with the provide both students and 
tradition, where a particular Business | Community” faculty members with leaming 
country is featured and adopted Program. experiences in interpersonal 
as а theme for its various A special exhibition relationships, sportsmanship 
activities. by the National Champions and society and culture,” added 
E Japan, Spain and the Grade school and HighSchool Carandang. 
moming program “Unang : 


ni First Asia Institute. 
Hirit" covers the morning 


Е 1 1 its 4th Founda 
аек: eLearning Technology is нз roni 
Unang Hirit celebrity host А ^ 4 fully-wired campus. E м 
капетана First Asian’s Advantage «шшш academie 
^ organization, an innovative 
reports from the FAI г First Asia Institute's ‘Students are able to curriculum and training VRBE redu SPEM ае Е 
campus. High School students have an understand their lessons better Ae тес кене 
The local cable| unfair advantage over their with the aid of animations, PY®™™ msi the nore еы) — oe eve 
network's community| peers from other schools: they simulations and problem- niversity recently formalized chairperson of First Asia 
station, Home Cable| have Genyo. solving exercises. FAI SCHOLAR , partnership in its graduate лыр s College of 
Channel 3 will also be The country's first Cherry Cesario, FAL COMMUNITY Posramin education xd 6 
covering the events. localized Meractive Unified School's Director its rollout year, P nomm as 
end Hirit" airs | multimedia and. Бесін od Tm Ызаа Ninety-one freshmen full First Asia Institute is offering signed by S.G. Belen, President 
every weekday from 5:2010 | application was developed to technology allows students to E се — RS Prossime picado 
8:30am on GMAT. conform and enrich thc basic һауе fun while they learn. сі ір ар wi . an 2; ў 
iiis ciiin, oae sles inem havoporh Program and joined the Fist tostudemsandeducorsinthe President of the Philippine 
Asia Institute family this area who шау have been Normal University (3rd fr. left). 


World's Fastest Spearheads Krass: The CALABARZON 


Apolinario Mabini Scholars 


First Asia Reading Program £z." Development Forum 
"These scholars enjoy 
a package of privileges 
First Asia Institute screen when students swi including free tuition and 

Dean of Humanities and the their computers, helpful: aidsto stipends. 
world's fastest reader ( ) Sii rinm iacit increasing their vocabulary. First Asia Institute 
(scientifically measured by RAREST “We are simply taking offered the Manual Quezon 
Northwestern University's Dr. manm (he Many advantage of the technology scholarship grant for the first 
Florence Schale at 80,000 available in the campus,” says time this year. Fifty-five 
words per minute, under Calderon. “By putting together freshmen received this grant, 
laboratory conditions in 1969), 2 а mix of teaching aids, visual entitling them to full tuition fee 
Dr. Tess Calderon believes. Р Yi 4 2 cues and interactive assistance, business and training and with the Business Community 
reading may be the solution to | technology, we have been able eee в ызын шлак кер 


E of the country's Ж с ро А1 анато BLUE OR ‘This year,the summit experts and influentials who 
problems. cae сакл iN isexpandedtoinclude multiple тау be able to provide insights 
“We do not have a » Й encouraged. 


events designed to address the ар share their thoughts on the 
reading uere 1а Ше Guay cwm GREEN? ооа region's developmen 
Philippines,” ^ observes Quality Teacher Manag 4cxemplary educators honored 
Calderon. "Reading is the Ger honorees im its Special Uing "A Tributeto Teachers,” First Asia Institute's Unified 
comerstone ofa literate society dition a gathering of over 5,000 School's (Pre-, Grade- and 
and a person's lifelong teachers from all over the High schools) two-party Parent 
learning." Calderon speaks country convened by the Bato Teams have cach adopted опе 
with authority on the subject; the “DEAR line, а signal Гог Balani Foundation, in part, for of the school colors. The Blue. 
sheisthe world's fastest reader. everyone to stop what they're her crusade to promote а Team and the Green Team will 
‘Calderon has initia doing, dig up their preferred reading cultureamong students participate in friendly 
school-wide reading pro, reading material, and be andthe public. competition to try tooutdo each 
designed to make curriculum, allowed а period of ^| believe that other in supporting various 
the classroom and the campus uninterrupted reading time. developing the habit of reading school activities. 
ап environment conducive to First Asia Institute’s.unified among our populace, сап "The school will only 
reading, school (grade school and high significantly improve our be successful if parents are 
Calderon has school) hasadopted DEAR and overall literacy level. Aliterate genuinely involved. We will 
influenced both the teachers is getting encouraging feedback and informed society will make measure parent participation 
and students daily campus life. from its studen correct decisions on important through their suppor of student 
“We initiated a program called To complement its issues affecting our national activities," said FAI President 
D.EAR.,for ‘Drop Everything inculcating the habit interests,” adds Calderon. S.G. Bele: Ба Asia Notes "*tAsiaintutes Grade School and High 
And Read,’ At certain times ading among its students, В st Asia [Notes school robotics team have consistently 
during the day, computer new words are flashed op i ч шаштыны 
screens їп ай classrooms flash UE 


First Asia 
Institute's Foundation day 
celebration gets national 
coverage when TV network 
GMA Channel 7's carly 


First Asia Institute Tomas, Malvar, Talisay, Laurel, 
has spearheaded һе Balete and Mataas na Kahoy. 
collaboration between the local ‘The CALABARZON 
government, business and the Educator's Roundtable gathers 
academe in the North Batangas educators from the region to 
area. The North Batangas discuss and plan pooling of 
Summit was a gathering of resources, mapping out 
representatives from these common initiatives and 
sectors for a conference om —addressiong local concerns. 

strategic development, The "Connecting 


community. Under the programs. It aims to gather top 
CALABARZON business leaders from the 
Development Forum, the region to make them better 
following programs will aware of-the challenges and 
provide opportunities for opportunities surrounding 
multisectoral dialogue. business in the region. 

The CALABARZON Other seminars and 
Summit (formerly North workshops willbe organized to. 
Batangas Summit) is address specific nee 
envisioned to bring together community. A se 
various stakeholders in the — protocol and etiquette is skat 
region. The biennial forum this week for the First As 
focuses om the emerging community and the Tanauan 
metropolitan area inclusive of City local government. This is 
thecities of Lipa and Tanauan, intended to bring back civility 
and the adjoining towns of Sto, and propriety to public service. 
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FrompageAt 
WHAT do vested interests mean? 

In taw, vested interests is de- | 
fined as "а рев ight to present |; 
or future enjoyment and that can | 
be conveyed to another.” 1 


In politics, they refer to private . 
sector groups that gain benefits 


Critics have warned that in 
order to develop the economy, 
the country must tackle 
widespread tax evasion, the 
control of industries hy a few 
powerful families and the domi- 
nance of political dynasties, 
which pass on power from one 
x c ы, tam aor ea ооб. 

қ е à cal connections. К 
lieve they can destabilize orsab- [Z^ ч ч 1 БЕРЕКЕ келсе 4 
otage our efforts, they better á tracts involving highwaysdonot |., 
ШЧ Ow people atc ie | goto the most qualified bidders — 7 
hind me. I have their mandate, 1 butto those who have connections / “ 
жа Таш hereto serve Wal saa: ; to government, sald Dr. Francisco 
date for our nation’s best inter- 


1 Magno, executive director of La 
est," Ms Arroyo said in her open- Salle Institute of Governance, are- .: + 
ing remarks. search and training unit under the 

‘The President said it was not : 5 » Ў OfficeofthepresidentoffheDela — . 
easy to take on entrenched inter- 2 ix: ? | Sate University System. { 
ests that could strangle govern- A 5 E Other benefits given to vested. 
ment bureaucracy or selfishly Ё interests may include licensing of 
propel private gain. Я у infrastructure and transportation 

" 3 iod X с i projects such as railroads and 
More forceful President E И E д cios 2 even forest management pro- 

“There are many generations 4 Jects, Francisco said. 
of neglect and abuse to be : ; 3 Е 2 и P'fghting vested interests 
weeded out. Armed with pa- 2 ы 2 means "leveling the playing field 
tience and dogged persistence, as far as the government's regu- 
Tam peeling back the layers опе latory function is concerned," he 
by one, ever mindful of those seid. PDI Research 
who want to undermine my sin- И 
cere efforts to bring our nation E А А 
back into fighting form," she А * to change. We must pass vital leg- 
said. $ р x 2 islation in Congress to raise 

When forum host Tony Lopez 4 2 2 much-needed fiscal revenues and 
asked if the people would see a p 5 = А 2 н to remove the obstacles to in- 
“more forceful President in the $ 3 > бә creased investments | and 
mext six years" Ms Arroyo ў 572 1 d growth,” the President said. 
replied: "I think being a nonpolit- se v : 3 Ms Arroyo said the people who 
ical President I can, I can do that > T had offered contributions were 
and in fact I don’t even have to be > E i making "clear acts of faith in our 
popular." ee E 3 capacity to overcome crisis." 

Ms Arroyo said that to achieve. а 2 2 "We urge Congress to match 
sound fiscal management, she 2 : 2 the spontaneous and spirited re- 
was “paring back our government £ sponse of people by putting ut- 
to live within its means, by elimi- most priority on much needed 
nating what is old and ineficient PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo presides over the National Security Council meeting in Malacañang on Tuesday. ә revenue measures to bring forth 
and reallocating funds into areas lasting solution to the crisis,” she 
of vital investments that will Тһе President said that to ad- came as she was seeking cuts in Му job at that time was to stabi- my,” Ms Arroyo said. said. 
build a strong foundation for the dress endemic corruption, she government spending and the lize the nation and provide a She said that more than ever, То meet the challenges, Ms Ar- 
future.” was adding values formation to passage of eight taxmeasuresto calm platform from which to the people now "understand the royo said she put up a sweeping 

By the time she steps down in the lifestyle checks on public offi- help the cash-strapped govern- grow,” she said. importance of the economy to reform package to “strengthen 
2010, Ms Arroyo said she ex- cialsand personnel. ment deal with the budget ^ MsArroyonotedihartheccon- theirlivesand the need for funda- what is weak and further invest in 
pected to achieve a budget that Using Hong Kong's Indepen- deficit. оту grew by 6.35 percent in the mental reform if we are to live up what is strong,” she said. 
spends less for debt service and dent Commission Against Cor- In herspeech, MsArroyopaint- first half of 2004, the highest in toour full potential asa nation,to Ме Arroyo said she would con- 
more for public service and іп. ruption as a model for her anti- ed a bright picture of where the 16 years. offer hope to hard-working Fil. tinue to work to link the Philip- 
frastructure. corruption campaign, Ms Ar- county was going. Қ ipino workers." pines to the world of commerce 

royo said she had increased the She said that for the first time, Create new middle class and trade, and offer the best prac- 


cee 


pc 


emp. 


Values formation, moreteeth budget of the Office of the Om- the people were united ina“com- “Тһе Philippines is ready for Lasting solution tices of the world to the country. 


“ask our citizens to unite in budsman to allow it to hire mon purpose to work together а а 215: century economy, based “I am therefore confident and ^ "Iam so proud of this nation, 
‘common purpose and change more investigators who could patriots to contribute to the new оп modern financial and trans- optimistic, but 1 cannot do it its people and our many friends 
the. culture of corruption that stand up to well-paid private. Philippines. port systems, an open and alone. need every single per- around the world who continue 
Безе government and com- lawyers. “The road will not be easy but transparent business environ- son, company and leader tocon- to invest in our nation and be- 
mercial enterprises alike. We Мз Arroyo said she would give the bumps will lessen over time ment and a government that tinue to do their part with lieve in the promise of the Philip- 
must all work together as patri- more teeth to the enforcement of and the slope will be less steep,” will live within its means," she greater commitment to unlock pines. With your help and deter- 
ots, and nationalists in our revenue collection and regulato- she said. said. the concealed wonders of this mination, we at long last will 
schools, places of worship and гу institutions “to create a truly “This is a stark difference | "Weareanationofremarkable nation, create a new middle bring forth a new modern nation 
the workplace to build a culture modern, transparent and from the time I assumed the resilience, endowed with deep class and eliminate poverty,” that will lift its people while 
of honesty and integrity by re- worldclassrevenueandfinancial presidency three years ago: the natural resources, a young and  shesaid. reaching out to the world. Our 
warding hard work over easy system." country was on the edge, politi motivated workforce, a dynamic “Indeed, it is a challenge and I time has come,” she said, With a 
gain," she said. The Presidents tough talk cally economically and socially. democracy and a growing econo- don't underestimate the obstacles report from AFP 


Malacafiang seeks supplemental budget for Napocor 


From page Al transferanotherP37)illion inlia- sion of the national govern- list of salaries, allowances and gate the retirement program be- Recto, who said it was high time 
and net lending. bilities to the national govern- ment to assume debts of perksoftheir officials, Cause Napocor senior vice presi- Congress put a stop to the prac- 
“Therefore, their solution isto ment in 2005. GOCCs, particularly Napocor, Arroyo, for his рап, went to dent Roland Quilala claimed at tice of bailing out GOCCs and 
hit'the consumers with P75 bil- “Next year, he said, Napocor and government financial insti- the extent of branding Napocor the hearing that the program was СЕ. 
lion (in higher power rates) and Wants the government to again tutions (СЕ) aggravated the andsomeGOCCsas“uselessutili- done in accordance with thelaw. "ісе 1998, we've assumed 
to hit the taxpayers with РВО bil- assume Р500 billion in liabilities, financial problem. ties,” and the only logical “plan of “They better prepare because! P740 billion in actual liabilities of 
lon (in new taxes)" said Recto, which will further increase the Не also blamed President action isto close those that are will look into this very carefully" GOCCs, and another P260 billion 
"This will not end if we keep оп public deficit. In effect, it wants MacapagaLArroyo's decision to not making money and аге incur- said Arroyo, who pointed outthat in depreciation of these liabilities 
doing this, so we need to look in- P37 billion in interest expense сш by 40 centavos per kilowatt ring losses." even before Napocor could sell its because of the foreign exchange," 
to the GOCC problem." shouldered by the taxpayers for hour Napocor's purchased power Не also wanted to conduct an  generatingcost,'theyalreadygot hesaid. 

He said senators were against nextyear alone,” Recto said. cost adjustment in 2002, which inquiry into how Napocor was the money ... then later rehire То avert a fiscal crisis, Recto 
mew taxes because the public furthered ballooned the utility able to retire its senior officialsto themselves." suggested to the economie man- 
would be hitbya triplewhammy. [Interest payment firm's debt stoc! the tune of P12 billion even with |. z agers to drastically bring down 

First, he said, the increase Несі explained that the finan- Senators Roxas, Joker Arroyo, its financial problems. Window-dressing the consolidated publie sector 
mandated by the Energy Regula- cial problem could be blamedon Sergio Osmeña Ш, Juan Ponce “It was confirmed that Napoc-  Rectosaid that the government deficit (CPSD) amounting to P5.4 
Tory Commission (ERC) would theallotment of 32 percentofthe Enrile, Ramon Magsaysay Jr, ог which was really the culprit in had been window-dressing the trillion (attheend of 2003), 
give Napocor P37 billion. Second, budget for interest payments, Panfilo Lacson, Juan Flavier and this whole business here, paid its public debt by showing that it — CPSD refers to the total public 
the ERC might possibly grant an. Which “crowds out investment in Senate President Franklin Drilon top and lowest officials over Р12 was being incurred by the nation- sector debt, incurred by both the 
other P37 billion in power in- infrastructure and social ser- agreed that the GOCCs and GFls billion. They could not explain al government and, therefore, national government and the 
Creasebytheendoftheyear. vices.” had brought the fiscal problem where they got the moncy? Ar- should be borne by the taxpayers. GOCCs. 

Because these rate increases Не said that aside from the upon the government. Toyosaid.Thatsthekindofgov. “Bur the truth of the matter is "Lets decrease it to levels ac. 
would be insufficient to balance very low tax collection to cover Osmefia wanted all GOCCs and ernment we have.” thatmostofthedebtofthe public ceptable to the international 
its finances, Napocor would the interest expense, the deci- GFIs to submit to the committeea Hesaid he was going ro investi- sector is due to the GOCCs,” said community,” he said. 


Solon hits Pagcor-Stanley Ho tieup 


From page AI issued a statement expressing casino for high rollers from Hong “Why should its business and Cruz said Pagcor money, used ер. Alan Peter Cayetano (NR 
support for the proposal to put Kong, Taiwan and China. potential revenues be shared legitimately by the government, Taguig-Pateros) assailed Pagcor 
inaugurated” the Sheraton Mari- Pagcors profits into the national He said Cheng was“busyreno- with private firms, particularly would help the country out of the for its supposed plan to introduce 
na Casino Hotel in Malate, Mani- treasury to help the country ош vating” the Ho jumbo ship docked with foreigners?" he said. fiscal crisis. gambling through texting. 
la, on Feb. 11 under a Pagcor oftheeconomic rut. at the back of the Cultural Center с... “(The crisis] is real," he said. "No. He said such a plan would tend 
franchi Cruz who is waging an ofthe Philippines complex fora Sanitizing Pagcor economic expert is needed to make to entice anyone with a cell 
We said he could not under- antigambling crusade іп the new opening as a hotel, casino Стиг, a former president of the this conclusion. Iris enough to look phone to gamble anywhere and 
stand why Pagcor was granting country, said the government did and restaurant in October. Catholic Bishops Conference of at how much money is inthe pocket anytime. 
franchises to establishments that пос have to look far fora solution “Obviously, Jack Lin (Cheng) the Philippines, said putting Pag of the common [man], how much “This means people can дат» 
would compete with its own op- tothe fiscal crisis. has developed some strong con- cor’s-profits in the national trea- — food there is on his table, and how ble even when they are in school 
erations when it was clear that — "Place the billions generated nections with persons who laimto sury would be “the least that can he makes both ends meet. and in church. Even youth under 
only Congress had the authority by Pagcor in the national treasury have influence with the incumbent Бе done to somehow sanitize"the At the same time, Cruz said, it 18 will have access to gambling,” 
to grant gambling franchises. {and use it] for line budgeting,” administration," Figueroa said. gaming firm. would be good to know how  hesaidinastatement. ў 
Figueroa called on Congress to he said, adding that the proposal Не named Chengs supposed Quoting newspaper reports, he much money Pagcor was earning | Cayetano also noted that aside. 
review Pagcors charter, particu- aired several timesby Sen. Aquili- “constant companion” as Tonya said Pagcor had generated more from its operations. from text gambling, Pagcor was 
larly its granting of franchises to no Pimentel Jr. “is an idea that Tong, a “stunning and reportedly than PS billion from its opera- ы said to be laying the ground for 
other parties. begs to be heard. beautiful Chinese lady" and said tions during the first quarter of Gambling galore gambling through the Internet. 
"Gambling is bad enough,” he " the couple were working with а the year. "How much does it get?" the If this pushes through, it will 
said, "We should have atleastthe Fort Ilocandia, etc. Filipino partner whom he iden “By placing the revenues inthe archbishop said. “How much goes bring gambling “to every baran- 
decency not to allow foreignersto Figueroa said Cheng was be- fied as Andrew Tan. national treasury for line budget- 10 whom, to what and why? The gay in the country" he warned, 
control even our vices. hind the renovation of the Fort Figueroa pointed out that Pag- ing, there would at least be [a] right answers to these questions With a report from Yolanda 
In Dagupan Lingayen- Ilocandia hotel in locos None cor was among the governments ately laun- might prove very revealing, very Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern 
Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz and its conversion to a first-class top revenue-generating agencies. deri interesting." Luzon Bureau 
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Pact assures safeguards vs gas cheats ` 


By Tina G. Santos 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER В, 2004 
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calibrating procedures іп accor- treasurer's office. liciano Belmonte said. Inc; Ditas Garcia, president of stiffer fines on gasoline stations 


THE QUEZON City government 
and representatives from oil com- 
panies and their dealers have put 
in place measures to protect the 
public from gas stations short 
selling petroleum products. 

In а memorandum of agree- 
ment, oil dealers agreed to con- 
duct regular pump testing and 


Manila 
raises 
land tax 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


BAD NEWS for land owners, 
but good news for City Hall. 

In the midst ofa fiscal crisis, 
the Manila City Council yester- 
day approved a tax measure 
that would double the real 
property tax paid by the city's 
and owners to boost revenue 
collections. 

‘At the council's regular ses- 
sion yesterday morning, party 
affiliations prevailed through a 
vote of 29-7, with members of 
the majority bloc approving 
the new tax rates. 

‘The approved tax measure, 
proposed in July by the coun- 
cil’s majority bloc shortly af- 
ter the new council began, 
would double the assessment 
level of property in Manila 
starting January 2005. For 
commercial property, the as- 
sessment level would in- 
crease to 50 percent next 
year, from the current 25 per- 
cent. 

Taxes for residential proper- 
ty would also become more 
pricey, as the assessment level 
‘would be twice as much, or 20° 
percent, this coming January. 

The assessment level is the 
value multiplied to existing 
real tax rates to compute the 
tax dues that a given land 
owner should pay. Tax rates, 
meanwhile, remained un- 
touched at its present levels: 
2.5 percent for residential lots 
and 3 percent for commercial 
property. 

Manila taxpayers may pay 
their annual real property tax 
dues ín four or two install- 
ments, or in one bulk payment. 

"The revision of the city's rev- 
enue code, that repeals the 9- 
year-old City Ordinance 7905 
laying down the current land 
assessment levels, was seen as 
an effort to bring the city's real 
tax rates at par with other 
Metro Manila cities. 

‘Councilors said the measure 
was meant to boost the city's 
revenues, adding that land as- 
sessment levels in Makati City 
and Quezon City were higher 
than that of Manila. 


dance with retail rules of the De- 
partment of Energy. 

Both parties also agreed on the 
tolerable limit of 50 m! for every 
10 liters. 

Tn the event of discrepancies 
beyond the tolerable limit, deal- 
ers would immediately close the 
pump until recalibration and re- 
sealing has been done by the city 


Tor its part, the city govern- 
ment would conduct quarterly in- 
spections to ensure that pumps in 
gasoline stations are properly cal- 
ibrated. 

"Under the Quezon City Rev- 
enue Code, it should be done an- 
mually But we will do iton a quar- 
terly basis to safeguard the inter- 
ests of oil consumers,” Mayor Fe- 


He added that with the system 
in place, the public is assured that 
they would be buying the right 
quantity of gasoline from refilling 
stations in the city. 

The city has about 119 regis- 
tered gasoline dealers. 

Joining Belmonte were Dr. 
Charie Antonio, president of the 
Association of Pilipinas Shell 


nando Martinez, of 
Petroleum and chair 
Philippine 


Glen Yu, of SeaOil. 
Belmonte also certified 


Body of retired cop dumped in Marikina 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 


THE BODY of a former police 
officer was found іп an open 
canal yesterday morning in 
Marikina City, police said. 

‘The three bullet wounds on 
the back of Nehemias dela 
Cruz's head indicated he was 
executed, according to Supt. 
Romeo Abaring, deputy chief 
of police. 

The police were still trying 


to determine at press time 
what kind of gun was used on 
the victim, who held the rank 
of senior police officer 4 when 
he retired early this year. 

However, one thing was 
clear: the 56-year-old former 
officer from Pangarap Village, 
Caloocan City, was murdered, 
police said. 

Dela Cruz's cellular phone, 
money—20 
bills-— were found intact inside 


Parang. 


crisp Р1,000 


his wallet, which also con- 
tained his driver's license. 
"This is no robbery. Its deep- 
er than that," Abaring said, 
Residents found dela Cruz's 
body at about 7 am. on CM. 
Recto Extension in Barangay 


Police said it was likely that 
his body was just dumped in the 
area, But they were also investi- 
gating reports that Cruz was last 
seen with three men near the 


Marikina-San Mateo (Rizal) 
boundary. 

"Salvage victims are not usu- 
ally left in that area. We believe 
either his killer knows the 
place, or he did,” Abaring said. 

Abaring said Dela Cruz used 
to be an investigation officer 
for the Novaliches Police. 

A Scene of the Crime Opera- 
tion unit was dispatched to in- 
spect the area and examine the 
body. 
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Pregnant 
pupil blames 
PE teacher 


А PUBLIC elementary school teach- 
егіп Pasay City was accused of sexu- 
al harassment and rape by a former 
student. 

Physical Education teacher Alfre- 
do de Guzman, 44, of the Padre 
Zamora Elementary School was 
charged but was released by prose- 
cutors pending а preliminary inves- 
tigation. 

The girl, 14, now reportedly six 
months pregnant, claimed that 
the teacher raped her twice last 
March in a warehouse at the 
school. 

Inher statement to the police, the 
girl said De Guzman, told her that 
she would not be able to graduate 
because she had failed in his class. 

After the alleged rape, De Guz- 
man reportedly told her that she 
could already join the graduating 
class. 

De Guzman denied the allega- 
tions, Nancy C. Carvajal 


CCP turns 35; honors 
artists, patrons in rites 


THE GAWAD CCP para sa Sining 
Awards highlights the celebration 
of the 35th anniversary of the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines 
today. 

The Gawad Awards, the high- 
est awards given by the CCP to 
outstanding artists and cultural 
workers, will be given at 7 p.m. at 
the Tanghalang Nicanor Abelar- 

lo. 

То be honored are choreogra- 
pher Eddie Elejar, composer Ryan. 
P Cayabyab, Philippine 
tional Theater — Asso 
founder Cecile Guidote-Alvarez, 
movie and stage director Peque 
Gallaga, broadcast journalist Che 
Che Lazaro, the late artist Santi 
go Bose, writer Rene O. Villanue- 
va, architect Francisco T. Manosa, 
Barasoain Kalinangan Founda- 

п Inc., the late INgumeR colum- 
nist Doreen G. Fernandez, Min- 
dulani Inc. and Antonio O. Co- 
juango. 

A special award, the Tanging 
Parangal ng CCP Award, will also 
be given. It is awarded to individ- 
uals or organizations in recogni- 
tion of their outstanding efforts 
and contributions that have had a 
significant impact on the arts. 

"The new CCP chimes will be 
launched and the winning entry 
in the Name the CCP Building 
contest will be announced during. 


a press luncheon at noon. The 
CCP chimes are sounded in the 
CCP theaters as a signal to the au- 
dience that a performance is 
about to start, The music for the 
new CCP chimes was taken from 
"Prelude Ethnica" by National 
Artist Lucrecia R. Kasilag and was 
arranged for a guitar quartet by 
Jose Valdez. The Kasilag Guitar 
Quartet will perform. 

Social Welfare Secretary Dinky 
Soliman will open the Pilak Mul- 
ti-media exhibit at 5 p.m. at the 
CCP Bulwagang Francisco. The 
exhibit celebrates the 25th year 
of the CCP Outreach Division and 
highlights the work of the CCP in 
the regions. 

There will also be exhibits on 
the Gawad CCP para sa Sining at 
the Main Theater Lobby and on 
the history of the CCP at the 2nd 
Floor Hallway. 

‘The CCP was created in 1966 
through Executive Order No. 30. 
It was inaugurated on Sept. 8, 
1969 upon completion of the ССР 
Main Building, which was de- 
signed by National Artist Leandro. 
Locsin. 

Its mission-vision today is to 
nurture and promote artistic ex- 
cellence, Filipino aesthetics and 
identity, and positive cultural val- 
ues toward a humanistic global 
society. 


the Federation of Petroleum 
Dealers; Ruth Marbibi, of the 
Petron Dealers Association; Fer- 


Independent 
Petroleum Corporation; 


the recommendation to impose 


found short selling ой products. 

‘As proposed, fines would be 
raised from P400 to P1,000 for 
the first offense, and from P800 
to P2,000 for the second offense. 

То date, the city government ^ 
has collected а total of P323,311 ' 
in fines from refilling stations 
found short selling their cus- 
tomers. 
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Lourdes, France 
OF LOURDE: 


The first question that came fo mind was: “Just why do so many people have this statue of the 
Virgin immersed in the Miraculous Waters of Lourdes? 

to Lourdes to find out. What I discovered there is amazing. 

Tt is no surprise that for more than a century, two million pilgrims have been traveling 
annually to Lourdes to be close to these waters with their limitless powers. And some of these 
individuals even manage to bring back some of the Miraculous Water of Lourdes with them. 
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OBSTRUCTION 


FX taxis occupy two lanes near the Aurora Boulevard-Edsa intersection while waiting for passengers, thus 
blocking traffic, especially during rush hours. 


Muntinlupa City hit by 
garbage haulers' strike 


By Martin P. Marfil, Nancy C. 
Carvajal and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


GARBAGE haulers appealed for un- 
derstanding as they launched a strike 
yesterday, paralyzing trash collection 
operations in Muntinlupa City. 

Samahan ng mga Manggagawa sa 
REN Transport spokesperson Ro- 
mualdo Hernandez said about 600 
union members and members of their 
families had started to picket the 
firm's garages in Tandang Sora, Que- 
zon City, Muntinlupa and Rodriguez, 
Rizal, because their employer had not 
been paying their salaries. They also 
accused REN Transport of unfair la- 
bor practices. 

The strike prevented about 100 
garbage trucks from leaving their 
garages. 

Workers filed their notice of strike 
on July 7 after management dis- 
missed 29 union officers and 20 other 
workers. The union claimed that REN 
had violated provisions in their Col- 
lective Bargaining Agreement like 
non-conversion of unused vacation 
leaves, lack of medical assistance, de- 
layed payment of salaries and man- 
agement's failure to pay Social Secu- 
rity System premiums. 

Drivers at the firm get about P250 
daily, while their collectors are paid 
P200 to P230. 

But Hernandez said that manage- 
ment deducts PSO for "abuloy" or 


death assistance contributions and 
P20 for an undetermined reason ev- 
егу time they get their pay slips. Тһе 

7 he said, is supposed to go to. 
the union, but these were never 
turned over, he added. 

Conciliation meetings were held af- 
ter the filing of the strike notice and, on 
Aug. 6, Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. 
‘Tomas certified the case to the National 
Labor Relations Commission that or- 
dered the case for compulsory arbitra- 
tion. On the last day of conciliation 
meetings, management told workers it 
had no capacity to pay them. 

"Transport Corp. is owned by Nilo 
Pazcoguin, workers said. The INQUin- 
та tried to get their side of the story, 
but failed to talk to any of its officers 
According to an employee who re- 
fused to be identified, almost every- 
one left after learning about the 
strike. The workers also went on 
strike in 2002 and 2003. 

Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime Fresnedi 
ordered the city’s Environment and 
Sanitation Center to take the neces- 
sary steps to cushion the impact of the 
strike. 

Nine barangays in Muntinlupa 
were affected by the strike, except Ay- 
ala Alabang Village that has another 
garbage collector, apart from REN 
‘Transport. 

Yesterday, Malabon City Mayor 
Сапшо Oreta called an emergency 
meeting to discuss contingency plans 


for the possible garbage éollection 
crisis, Malabon is one of the cities in 
the metropolis that had hired the pri- 
vate haulers services for daily 
garbage collection. 

The strike nearly paralyzed the 
garbage collection in at least 15 of the 
21 barangays in the city. 

But because REN Transport had 
delegated garbage collection in the 
remaining six barangays to a partner 
private hauler, Oreta managed to 
convince the hauler to collect the 
garbage in the 15 affected barangays. 

Oreta said he had already talked to 
other private haulers should the 
standoff between REN Transport and. 
its employees continue. He said he 
would also lend some of his family's 
trucks to help in the collection. 

The mayor is also considering an 
earlier plan to reopen the city dump 
in Barangay Catmon that the environ- 
ment department closed early this 
year. 

San Juan town, however, is not af- 
fected by the garbage strike, accord- 
ing to the town's chief information 
minister Jonnabelle Lee. REN Trans- 
port is just one of its contractors, she 
said. 

The cities in Eastern Metro Manila 
arenotas troubled. Marikina City col- 
lecs its own garbage. Officials of 
Pasig City and Mandaluyong City said 
REN Transport is not one of their con- 
tractors. With Luige del Puerto 


Makati City maps identify cheap routes 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


FINALLY, a map that would enable 
commuters to choose cheaper routes. 

‘The Japan Intemational Cooperation 
Agency (ЛСА) and the Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority (MM- 
DA) would be distributing this week 
transit maps which specify the routes of 
jeepneys and buses in Makati City. 

“This would be especially helpful 
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for commuters and tourists who do 
not know proper and alternative 
routes,” said MMDA-JICA Senior Ur- 
ban Development Adviser Yoshio 
Tanaka. 

With the map, commuters will be 
able to choose the most convenient 
route and mode of transportation, 
thus saving on fare. 

The map identifies public utility 
vehicle routes and end terminals, ex- 


cept those of FX taxis and tricycles, 
which do not have particular routes. 

The map, which took JICA three 
months to put together, also includes 
a fare matrix of buses, jeepneys, ligh- 
trail and metrorail transits. 

“Filipinos are not fond of reading 
maps so we made them less compli- 
cated,” MMDA-JICA executive secre- 
tary Malou Andrada said. 

‘The map will be given away for free. 


Alleged Yakuza man 
arrested at BI office 


By Jerome Aning 


тола?!” color TV et 
Hype: INGTV «ang inyong sagot», «buong pangalan», 
epitope» tapos padala sa 2910 Cut oft 
WEDNESDAY, GP. Wine w ba onto ding 
"ne ng program: Thursday. Ep on АВС. 
texc| OCWsin Iraq: | 
2910 | Dapat bang alisin 
LR naang ban? 
EQ мало ang tan sa mga sagot ninyo. Text nal 
“d mw2ia ang pnganb ng mga ocw з irq hbng nikdkt 


pamtyosmgakano* 
Ruben Anquilo, Catbalogan, Samar 


"ang plino kht anong hirp ppsukin pglyo s ply. 
кіп mbuby ing mga 2 ihat nin kyt let ib iban? 
кин nman ang priya ni шал". 

Evelyn Cristobal, Calamba City 


AJAPANESE man suspected to be 
а former member of the Yakuza 
‘gang was arrested at the Bureau 
of Immigration central office in 
Intramuros, Manila, the other 
day while he was applying for an 
extension of his tourist visa. 

Immigration | Commissioner 
Alipio Fernandez Jr. said Taka- 
mashi Tatsuhiko, 48, had been 
wanted by the International Po- 
lice and the Tokyo police since 
March 11 for destruction of prop- 
eny 

Quoting the Tokyo police, Fer- 
nandez said Tatsuhiko was a for- 
mer member of the Boryokudan 
gang, a faction of the Yakusa 
criminal syndicate, 

Tatsuhiko's case stemmed from 


an incident on Aug. 13, 2003, 
when he and three alleged ac- 
complices rammed their car into 
the gate of the Adachi Glue Corp. 
in Tokyo. 

‘The bureau also found a sepa- 
rate deportation complaint against 
"Tusuhiko. It was filed by his es- 
tranged Filipina live-in parmer, 
whom the BI did not identify. 

‘The woman said the suspect 
had been operating an unregis- 
tered business in Manila called 
"Isudoi Construction Co. without 
her permission and authority. 

She also complained that her 
husband, who returned from 
Japan a few weeks ago, had been. 
carrying an unlicensed gun which. 
he would allegedly often fire in- 
discriminately in their neighbor- 
hood in Parañaque City 
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лл SEA Games оп the cards. 


Economic crisis may force organizers to slash events in some calendared sports | 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


HE POSSIBILITY of a pruned- 
down calendar in the 2005 
Manila Southeast Asian 


Games looms large in the light of J 
the prevailing economic crisis, but downloads 


Philippine Olympic Committee ddy 
president Celso Dayrit stressed Bu paid m charts 
there's a need for a rational basis to 


slash events in certain sports. 
Dayrit’s announcement followed a call by 
Philippine Sports Commission chair Eric Buhain 
to reduce he numberof events în the SEA Games RETRO, HITS — ў 2272 
tofitinto a tight operating budget. 1: Pay That Funky Mask $ ets Get stated ч 
Buhain said this would help cut costs and fuel 8 2 j Build Me Up, Buttercup on pini My Happy Ending Awil Lovigae ` ТОНЕ HAPPYEND 
the country’s medal machine at the same time. Cart Take My Eyes Olf You -Living Jazz Take My Breath Away Jessica Simpson TONETAMEBRIAYH ^ 
“We should try to take out the events where You Could Read My Mind New Deep John Mayer —. YONEMENDEP 2. 
we are weak and maintain only those where we : әліп Honig и 
can win gold, he said yesterday. jou ida Keys я 
The PSC head added he would make a propos- —- Қален аә "т Yours Бы Dans m: i 
ман ee : її Never Get Over You (Gting Over Ме) Belele- TONE VRGKTOVR 
Dayrit, however, said improving the countrys tvs arr ЕЕЕ 
medal chances should not be used as a reason to 
reduce the number of events in the SEAG calendar 
“We should not present it in such a way that it 
‘Would appear we're merely tying to improve our 
chances," he said “We should have a rational basis ‚ Now That Have You 
for cutting out an event. And I think the current eco- Sasakyan 
nomic situation is a very serious reason to do so.” t, 2 Trick Pony 
"The SEAG Federation has discussed, as early as Anak M Ling 


abe : let Me Be the One 
March, the possibility of trimming the events in 
the biennial meet. Вагар e 


Expected to be affected by the reduction are EN OM 


big mult-event sports such as athletics, swim- 
ming, shooting, gymnastics and cycling. Athletics 
alone has 45 events. 
"The federation has approved the inclusion of 
34sporssin the Manila Games, with weightlifting ey à 3i 
and lawn tennis expected to be included. TW —— S j 


Dayrit earlier said it might be possible for the 
budget to be reduced to P500 milion, although 
he failed to state the impact of such cutdown on 
the scheduled repairs of Games venues. 
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on crown ПЕШ WAVE HITS 


‘Standings after round 14: q Dor You (Forget About Me) 
105—M М. Paragua (АР); 10—1М Y. Kuzubov een en егей 
teet үтел сыйн eed Ao иледі hee Toei he m uud. | 
Obukhov (Russia); &0—M D. Need (Indaj: Mdh ТРІСК OF THE WEEKS 
72—04 V машык (aie), M А ed Gs psi wanna re Fan : un gre 
(Чате 65M ey Vor usi, М О м. Came een иы АД 
Tagdyev (Turkmenistan), FM Evgeni Kobylin 4 very lille Thing She Does s Magic. Edo E iiie 
(Ukraine), 6.0—GM Sergey Kalygin (Russia); 5.5—IM / Just Can't Get Enough. Girl Logos POWGAL 
E. Danielian (Armenia), GM R. Hasangatin (Russia) 10 Shout Guy Logos 


Pre message 
ASSURED of his second grandmaster re- 4 ҚА Mono tingtones 
sult, Mark Paragua is bent on claiming the типне \\ Ру Ringtones” ронро 
Hands To Heaven 
Alushta Tournament crown in Alushta, ier Rock Ringtones POWROCK 
Ukraine as well. Erenytime Wallpaper 
` The 20-year-old Fil- e 8 wi Send keyword 
ipino bested fellow IM 3 1o 288. 
Elina Danielian of Ar- ү == ив i 
menia in the 14th and $ Sonevhere Only We Kaow 
penultimate round to Your Sing fce 
regain solo leadership È sasakyan 
in the 16-man field 10 The Extremist 
with 10.5 points, halfa s 
point ahead of IMs * 


Yuriy Kumbov of 10695 
Ubi ant Rona tt | Also available to Talk “Н Text, Addict and 

PARAGUA Окапова. | M SP al geomet а eia masc 

Blocking Paragua's path to the title is ; 
Ukrainian IM Evgeni Kobylkin, who is out. 
of the itle race at 6.5 points. 10595 

A victory will make Paragua the first Fil- СУФ, Nes Poe AP. eso the rut TAT aca), елші us ai у TYPE MAETORD. 9 Sedo 288, 
ipino since the late GM Rosendo Balinas Jr. et бм. рин. 2 osemerangmoton ph or бе SARE Wes УБА © 
to win a tournament in a former republic of г рака а) ‘TONE ROCKWU, 
the defunct Soviet Union. Balinas did the uri > a 5 Center nearest you. OR PIC HALO 
trick in the Odessa toumament in 1976, 1 : 7 А 
earning him the GM title outright. " Seir mein ктем gran Sic жейді vut 2 LA 

‘It would be a big bonus if I win here. My em > В us the ring tone in question is based on, we have, an Ж 

original target was only the GM norm," said ‘dé to the song tile, stated the artist who hos made 
Paragua through e-mail. d» 2 chem = TT "the song well known. The artist in question has not, ^ 


Kuzuboy, tied with the Filipino after 13 Too TOVE GAME 2 panicpated гіме production f Ihe ring tone 
rounds, halved the point with Russian GM еа ёл эке - 


Ramil Hasangatin while Ovetchkin stunned 

top seed GM Vladimir Malaniuk of Ukraine to 

stay in the hunt for the title and a GM result 
IM PARAGUAY A26 


Questions? Comments? Concerns? Coll the SARI Hotine 


es 
1060 HARISWAN, 3 
желт text us at B88 (P1.00 per reste sent in 


FRESH off its record-setting sor- 
ties in the Visayas and Min- 
danao, the 28th National Milo 
Marathon's search for the coun- 
try's top runners returns to Lu- 
zon with the staging this Sunday 
of the Laoag City elimination 
run. 

Reynaldo Pascua and Rabi 
Dalog loom as the top favorites in 
the race, but former Tuguegarao 
winner Rodolfo Tacadino could 
posean upset. 

Tn the women's class, all eyes 
will be on Vilma Butac. 

The Laoag City race, the 11th 
leg of the Milo marathon, is orga- 


nized by the provincial sports of- 
fice headed by former Gintong 
Alay director Michael Keon, a 
member of the Sangguniang Pan- 
lalawigan. 

Keon is expecting about 6,000 
participants to join the event. 

Tocos Norte Gov. Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos graced the 
launch of the race while former 
First Lady Imelda Marcos is ex- 
pected to drop by during the 
marathon, which is held in part- 
nership with Bayview Park Hotel 
Manila, Cebu Pacific, adidas, 
Globe Handyphone and the De- 
partment of Tourism. 


IM Paragua zeroes іп... њал 


One thing going for Paragua is that 
Kuzubov and Ovetchkin are not ex- 
pected to go all out in their last outing. 

Kuzubov, who will meet Mala- 


піш, and Ovetchkin, who will go. 
up against Nino Khurtsidze of Geor- 
gia, only need draws to obtain GM 
results. Marlon Bernardino 
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SPORTS 
Burlington Youth squad lands 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 


in Group C with favorite S. Korea 


AS IF its manpower shortage was not enough, 
the RPBurlington Youth team found itself in the 
toughest bracket of the 18th ABC (Asian Basket- 
ball Confederation) Junior Men's Championship. 
slated Sept. 14-23 in Bangalore, India. 

The Filipinos, missing eight mainstays, wound 
up in Group C with the South Koreans, the 
Lebanese and the Kuwaitis in the 16-nation tour- 
патеп for players 18 years and under. 

Singapore, runner-up to the Philippines in the 
Southeast Asia Basketball Association Junior 
Men's Championship held in Lucena City last 
April, is in Group A with China, Kazakhstan and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Competing in Group B are Iran, Kyrgyztan, 
Japan and Chinese-Taipei. 

Expectedly, host India landed in lightweight 
Group D with Qatar, Hong Kong and Yemen. 

“Without my starters, I'm worried about our 


"13 


Ee 


ROGEMAR Menor (left) wil be badly missed. uoesrcus 


chances in Group C. Korea is tough to beat while 
Lebanon is tall, big and strong," said RP coach 
Johnny Tam. 

Тһе top two teams from each group will ad- 
vance to the quarterfinals, where they will be split 
into two groups. 


‘Tam was referring to starters Roge- 
mar Menor, Jay-R Toganas, James Mar- 
tinez, Jayson Castro, who are all play- 
ing in the ongoing NCAA tourney, and 
Kevin Astorga, who is now in the US. 
The five powered RP-Burlington Youth 
to a sweep of the Lucena qualifier. 

Expected to step up for the nation- 
als are 62 Dylan Ababou, 61 Darryl 
Bautista, 6'1 Alvin Calatayud, 63 Jerby 
Cruz and 65 Angelo Canlas who аге 
all Tuklas-Taas discoveries. 

Though aware of the RP Youth's 
predicament, Burlington socks president Pete Ton. 
and GM Ruddy Tan have given the go-signal for 
its participation in the meet. 

“Мете doing our best to prepare our boys 
mentally and physically for the big battle ahead,” 
said Ruddy Tan. 


Lions, Cards dispute 
last Final Four berth 


THE FINAL Four cast of the NCAA 
men’s basketball will be completed 
today as the San Beda Lions and the 
Mapua Cardinals fight for the last slot 
at the Araneta Coliseum. 


] Зал Beda, Mapua 
and San Sebastian 
wound up in a three- 
way tie at the end of 
the elimination 


‘STANDINGS W L 
4 
4 
5 
E rond with 77 
7 
1 
1 


Perpetual 10 
PCU 10 
Letran 8 
SanBeda 7 
Mapua 7 slates. However, only 
7 the Lions and the 

4 Cardinals will figure 

in the 4 pam. knock- 

1 out match due to 

their superior ii 
break quotients. 

The Cardinals are 
tagged as the under- 
dogs because they 
will play without. 
their leading scores, Erwin Sta. Maria. The fifth- 
year forward who averages 16.1 points per game 
"Will serve his one-game suspension today after 
hitting Perpetual Help's Vladimir Joe in their last 
outing. 

The winner of today’s match will battle top- 
seed Perpetual Help Altas in the semifinals оп 
Friday. Philippine Christian University and Le- 
tran wil tangle in the other game. 

By virtue of their better elimination records, 
the Altas and the PCU Dolphins need only to win 


ssc 
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St. Benilde 2 
GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Cotsen) 
2pm—Nestié | 
Cheering Competition | 
4pm—San Beda 
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CEU cagers barge into semis 


CHRISTIAN Guevarra: 
the Mapua Cardinals si 
for the last semifinal slot 


ies 


once to barge into the Finals. Their rivals will 
have to prevail wice to advance. 

San Beda and Mapua split their elimination 
games. The Cardinals proved steadier in ће first 
round as they rose from a 15-point deficit in the 
final quarter to score a 68-65 win. Arjun Cordero. 


-— 


topscored with 21 points as the Lions exacted re- 
venge in the second round with a 79-73 decision. 

While Mapua is vying for a second straight. 
shot at the semis, San Beda is eyeing its first Final 
Four appearance in seven years. Jasmine W 
Payo 


STANDINGS W L 
UM 14 
5.0ае 11 


CENTRO Escolar squeezed into the Fi- 
nal Four with a resounding 77-50 victo- 
ту over Holy Angel University of Pam- 
panga yesterday in the National Athletic. 
Association of Schools, Colleges and 
Universities basketball tournament at 
the UM gym. 

The Scorpions nailed their ninth win 
in 15 outings, practically securing a 
place in the next round along with Uni- 
versity of Manila and St. Clare College of 


CEU held Holy Angel, which slumped 
to 1-14, to just four points in the first 
quaner and nine in the entire first half. 

Dexter Carillo topscored with 16 
points for the Scorpions, while June 
Macasaet added 14 points aside from 
grabbing eight rebounds and issuing six 
assists, 

In the other game, three-time cham- 
pion University of Manila boosted its un- 
beaten streak to 14 by routing Paman- 


Hawks are now 67-0 since 2001, the 
year the league started. 

The Eagles fell to 8-6 and failed to 
snag a Final Four berth, although they 
remained in fourth place, halfa game in 
front of University of Makati 

Омак dropped а 102-95 decision to 
New Era University, which kept its hopes 
alive of making the semis. The Hunters 
are 6-7 and need to sweep their three re- 
maining games to gain a playoff for the 


SIESTMOSRON ew Oym 
10am—NEU su 
(MOm 2pm—cEU 
v SL Ce (Women) 
apmaksa P бе) 


Caloocan. 


tasan ng Lungsod ng Pasay, 93-66. The 


last semis berth. 


Mare Anthony Reyes 


50 WHO'S Pongsaklek Wongjongkam? Why 
are his countrymen in Thailand crazy over him? 

Itwas not him but Manus Bunjonmong who 
won the light welterweight boxing gold medal 
for his country in the Athens Olympics. 

You havent heard of Wongjongkam, and 
neither do you know who Diosdado Gabi is. 

Listen. Wongjongkam is Thailand's hottest 
boxing property a national treasure that's more 
illustrious than our own Manny Pacquiao. 

He was the same fellow who beat АР Mal- 
colm Тийасао in March 2001 to capture the 
World Boxing Council flyweight crown. 

He has made a total of 10, repeat: 10, ttle 
defenses. 

He has, in short, been élevated as Thai na- 
tional sports hero, the reason the good-looking 
Wongjongkam, 27, is being offered as cemer- 
piece fighter in next month's WBC convention 
in Phuket, a fabulous recreation capital. 

Now the big news: Gabi, 24, has been picked 
to challenge Wongjongkam. 

"This could be the first time you've heard of 
Gabi. 

You're free to suspect hes being offered as a 
sacrificial lamb, а gift for the Thai world champ 
and his countrymen to highlight the annual 
WBC fistiana. 

Gabi, a native of Davao and now an adopted 
son of North Cotabato, has eared the crack at 
the world title as the WBC Intemational fiy- 
weight titlist. 

That means he's the best among WBC fly- 
weights ranked 11th down, but Gow Manny 
Pifiol of North Cotabato, whose brother, 
Socrates, manages Gabi, was quick to add that 


RP’s Gabi main fighter in WBC convention 


Bare EYE 
Ws) 


Recah Trinidad 


their fighter is also officially ranked 10th by the 
WBC. 

Gabi, a southpaw like the Thai champ, has a 
21-2-1 winloss-draw record with 16 knockouts, 

Wongjongkam is 52-2, with 29 KOs. 

Needless to say, Gabi will enter the ring an 
awful underdog. 

Governor Piñol, during a meeting with NBN 
officials headed by GM Joey Isabelo on Mon- 
day, said all he could promise is that Gabi will 
provide a great challenge. 

Told that the Thai is a terrific blitz fighter 
who rolled over Tuñacao like a locomotive fora 
merciless first-round title steal in Pichit, Thai- 
land, three years ago, Piñol said they are 
preparing a special strategy. 

He was scheduled to watch Gabi spar yester- 
day noon at the LRM Gym where the WBC In- 
ternational flyweight champ has been training 
under Buboy Femandez, Pacquiao's Filipino 
handler 

Piñol said he's very thankful to Team Pac- 
quiao for its wholeheaned support to Gabi ti- 
de quest. 

So mark the date: Oct. 8, Friday. 

The National Broadcasting Network will 


cover the championship, 

Wongjongkam could, indeed, loom invinci- 
ble, but Gabi is no stranger to insurmountable 
odds. 

Only his handlers thought he had a chance 
against the fire-breathing Randy Mangubat, 
whom he later outclassed to rake the WBC In- 
ternational crown in Kidapawan last year. 

Shortly before the last presidential polls, 
Gabi stopped a tough Thai challenger in five 
rounds, also in Kidapawan. 

Gabi was the same fellow described to 
Quinito Henson by the great American trainer 
Emmanuel Steward as very talented. 

Yes, Wongjongkam has the fearsome reputa- 
tion of lipping and nailing his focs early. 

But then, Gabi, also known as Prince, could 
be slippery as an eel. 

He said the Thai boxing celebrity cannot do 
to him what he had done to Tuñacao. 

Gabi appeared eager and ready to upset the 
entire Kingdom of Thailand. 

(GOLF INVITE: From Msgr. Alfredo Madlang- 
bayan, parish priest of Lipa City: "We are now 
in the third year of our annual Lipa Cathedral 
Fund Raising Golf Toumament. The past wo 
years were successful in terms of participation 
and net proceeds for the San Sebastian Cathe- 
dral Pipe Organ Foundation. This year, pro- 
ceeds of the golf tounament scheduled at the 
Malarayat Golf and Country Club in Lipa will 
ко to the construction of a second conference. 
hall at the San Sebastian Retreat House. Tee-off 
will beat 6a.m. on Friday, Sept. 17. For particu- 
lars please call San Sebastian Cathedral (043) 
7562142 loc. | or 2.") 
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Pacquiao, Z off to US today 


PACQUIAO remains without a foe. 


29ers score 
sans injured 
top sentinel 


ШОШО CITY—Batangas bucked the loss of its 
starting guard to repulse the skidding lloilo War- 
riors, 77-66, Monday night in the NBC (National 
Basketball Conference) national championship 
at the University of San Agustin gym here. 

‘The 29ers were trailing 9-13 early in the first 
quarter when guard Jay Lapinid fell badly dislo- 
cating his shoulder. 

The 29ers of Malvar Mayor Cristeta Reyes, 
Rep. Oscar Gozos and businessman Bemie 
„Maranan used Lzpinid's injury as a rallying point 

to score their fifth win 
in nine games. 

After Lapinids de- 
parure, the 29ers 
went on a 12.0 tear to 

‘surge ahead, 23-13, going into the second period 
-and enjoyed their biggest lead at 49-35 midway 
zin the third canto. 

> The Warriors, backed by the Iloilo Basketball 
League, led by its president, Robert Uy, fought 
back behind the sallies of former Mapua Cardi- 
nal Steve Marucot and seldom-used Elbert Se- 
‘nierez to trim the 29ers’ lead to 46-51. 

But ex pro Sonny Manucat closed the quarter 
with back-to-back triples to widen the gap anew, 
5446. 

"This is for Jay (Lapinid),” said coach Yong 
Garcia. “Before he was brought to the hospital, 
he told us to win this game for him.” 

‘Action continues today with two separate con- 
tests, The 29ers, pacing the North division, meets 
the Skygo-backed Tribu Sugbu at 4 p.m. at the 
Cebu Coliseum while'the Spring Cooking Oil- 
sponsored Laguna Spring faces the Baguio Cardi- 
nals at 5 p.m, at the University of Baguio gym. 

The scares: 

BATANGAS 77—Manucat 14, Malai 11, Rodriguez 10, 
„Jayson Cuevas 8, Sta. Cruz De Casto 6, Neo, Valen 4, Jun 
Cuevas 4, Soygo 2, Ageron O, Lapinid O. 

ILOILO G5—Sanz 15, Simon 11, sayon 9, Marucot 8, 
Moreno 8, Sinco 6, бегіне 5, Alado 3, Sinzon 1, Розі 0, 
Bernardo 0, Leonida O, бөггі0. 

Quarers 23-13, 41-31, 57-48, 77-56. 


Navy-Wang cagers 
overwhelm Air 21 


NAVYWANG Red Bull crushed Air 21, 93-77, 
and Balfour Beatty held off Air Force, 94-92, 
Monday at the start of the 8th Danny Espiritu 
Cup basketball quarterfinals at the РАР gym in 
Villamor Air Base, Pasay City. 

The Navy-Wang cagers of team manager Alex 
Wang broke away 53-34 at halftime and never 
looked back to emerge as one of the strong con- 
tenders in the tournament organzied by the Na- 
tional Basketball Development League in honor 
ofsponsman-businessman Danny Espiritu. 

Маг Reyes hit 26 points as Balfour of Louie 
Mangahis nipped the Airmen of Col. Roelito No- 
Jasco after taking an 11-point lead at the half. 

The sores: 

FIRST GAME 

NANY 93+ alreno 20, Araneta 19, Tiga 18, Sto: Domingo 
3, San Esteban 7, Roda 4, Ada 4, Gai 3, Buya 3, Carias 3, 
Malaga 2, лау. 

NR 21 T7—Brav 24, Коеп 19, Tapa 13, Domingo 8, 
Perasol6, Yu 5. Jontlno?. 

SECOND GAME 

BALFOUR BEATTY 94—Reyes 26, Eponduon 18 Manual 12, 
Kalaw 10, Capobres 8, Gar 6, Nc 5, Santos S Con, 

PAF 82—Lopee 27, Coidamon 23, Gumatay 12, Tama 10, 
Hernandez, Zug 5, Nasco 2. 


PEOPLES featherweight king 
Manny Pacquiao leaves for the 
United States today to start 
training for a soon-to-be-an- 
nounced fight under the watch- 
ful eyes of trainer Freddie Roach 
in Hollywood, California. 
Pacquiao will be accompanied by 
young Cebu sensation Z “The Dream” 
Gorres, who is also scheduled to hook 
up with Roach. Joining the duo in the 
trip is Pacquiao's business manager, 


Rod Nazario, RP junior lightweight 
champ Bobby Pacquiao, and trainer 
Restituto “Buboy” Fernandez. 

Pacquiao remains without a foe 
even though he is ready to fight either 
WBC-IBF junior lightweight champ 
Erik Morales or Marco Antonio Bar- 
rera, the Mexican boxing hero whom 
the Filipino shamed in San Antonio, 
‘Texas, in November last year. 

it was announced earlier that 
Morales would fight Barrera on Nov. 
27 atthe MGM Grand, but the former 


said his planned third bout with Bar- 
rera is not yet etched in stone. He said 
he prefers to face Pacquiao first 
World Boxing Council superban- 
tam champ Oscar Larios of Mexico 
has also expressed interest in moving 
up in weight to fight Pacquiao. 
Meanwhile, Gorres isalso expected 
to fight in the US, according to his 
manager, Rudy Salud. Gorres is com- 
ingoffa unanimous decision win over 
Thai Sairung Suwanasil last Saturday. 
Salven L. Lagumbay 


IN TIMES OF CRISES | 
ENJOY RUNNING YOUR ENGINE] 
BEST - LONGEST ON 
SOONER-BIGGER-LONGER 
HARDWARE WORKSHOPS/ HANDY MAN 
АСЕ HARDWARES / / AUTO SUPPLIES 
RUST FREE 
PROOF 15 P999 


G 
NO ELECTRONIC DEVICE 
34-6 KALAYAAN AVE., О.С. nr, KAMIAS] 


Government Warning: 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health 


+ Low Interest Rates 

* With FREE Canopy 
by Gampershell, 
Portable Ref. & 


© Dai-icl 
Home ај System. 


Low ru - ғ86.500 


Low D/P- Раз, ООП 


+ Low Interest Rates 
+ With FREE DVD by 
AUDIOVOX, Portable 


— 


50% DP, / Гоз Interest ati8 Mos Term 50% DP 1 70% Interest 2118 Mos Term] | 5! 


5 Dai-ichi 


Home Еге System Lon 9 
0% DP / 0% Interest at 12 Mos Term" 


Low D/P- P233. 500 
-Low Interest Rates 
+ With FREE DVD by 

AUDIOVOX, Portable 2 

Ref, Third row seats. “E357 РЭ. 


TER Peat ЗАЙ Sere у ТҮ 


Nissan North EDSA Balintawak 
1/4 EDSA Выканай Quezon Cy 
ucc 
0248490 


Martrade Development Corp; 
re Pasong Tao Earn, Maa C 

Tol: 64535161928 Ored Le: 8121701 7749/7762 
ax 617-4257 «Mania: 251-3086 / 9060 


етекті дас тете 
541 Commons Are Quezon От 
жейм, 3824001 
Fas: 9318087 


Nissan нне /Soutnwoods 
Matang Lips а, леда СА Carmona Cove 
2746004 Tom 66240 мули 
DL тыю. Fax 72-1877 (4) 30-883 (49) 241-900 


NISSAN 


rt iter PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER nar 


cs SPORTS 


Singh knocks No. 1 crown off Tiger's head 


Аз 


NORTON, Massachusetts—Tiger Woods, 
fer years the unquestioned king of golf, 
has become a deposed ruler without а 
crown. 

The American's reign as world number 
опе ended here Monday when Fiji's Vijay 
Singh birdied three of the last four holes to 
win the PGA Deutsche Bank Champi- 
onship, snapping Woods’ record run of 264 
weeks atop the rankings. 

With eight-time major winner Woods 
not having won a top title since the 2002 
US Open and not having captured a 72- 
hole stroke-play event since last years 
‘Western Open 14 months ago, the rank- 
ings tumble merely reflects the times. 


titles this year. Woods, who has insisted for 
months his return to form is just around 
‘what appears to be an ever-receding cor- 
ner, won only the World Golf Mateh-Play ti- 
p 


Tm not disappointed about the rank- 
ing,” Woods said. "I'm disappointed in not 
winning. As I said, winning takes care of 
the ranking. 

Losing takes it down a notch, Singh 
owns a 1272 to 12.27 ranking edge on 
‘Woods in a system analyzing two years of 
play. Its not beyond possibility that South 
African Ernie Els could overtake Woods as 
well before the season is complete. 

For the moment, golf supremacy be- 


major crown at last month's 
PGA Championship. 

His final-round 69, two-under par, left 
him on 16-under 268, two strokes atop 
Woods and Australian Adam Scott. 

“Te probably hasn't sunk іп yet,” Singh 
said of achieving his dream of being world 
No. 1. “It was a goal from the beginning of 
the year, But my goal coming over here 
was win the golf tournament. 

“Ies great. Ive worked pretty hard for 
this. 1 finally achieved what 1 wanted to do 
starting at the beginning of the year. It was 
а good win, as well. Coming down the 
stretch got pretty tight there, but T got fo- 
cused and 1 played pretty good coming 
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‘Singh has won neatly $8 million and six 
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REUTERS 


TOKYO—Yuta Tabuse has signed for 
the Phoenix Suns, boosting his hopes 
of becoming the first Japanese to pla 
in the US National Basketball Associ- 
ation (NBA) regular season, the NBAS 
‘Tokyo branch said Monday. 

The 23-year-old guard, who took 
part in the Denver Nuggets’ pre-season 
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longs to Singh, a 41-year-old veteran who 


training camp last year, will join the 
Phoenix club for the start of the season. 
on October 10. 

After failing to make the Nuggets! 12- 
man roster, he helped Long Beach Jam 
win the independent American Basket- 
ball Association league last season. 

Tabuse played with Brigham Young 


down.” 


AFP 


Justine loses 
title, ranking 


EW YORK—Justine Henin- 

Hardenne lost her US 

Open title and her No. 1 
ranking Monday night. 

Тһе defending champion was upset by 

Nadia Petrova, 63, 62, in the fourth 

round, the earliest exit by the Open's top- 

seeded woman since Billie Jean King quit 

because of illness during her third-round 

match in 1973. 

“I never felt good in this tournament. 

Inever felt free in my head. I never felt 

100 percent іп the court,” Henin- 

Hardenne said. “It wasn't my day, and 

she played well. She took the оррог- 

tunities, and it was hard for me." 

"The Belgian was hurt by whats 

normally her most consistent and 

dangerous shot: her one-handed 

backhand. She missed three cru- 

| cial shots on that side: on the fi- 

3 nal point of the first set, and on 

3) the last point of each of the two 

games when Petrova broke her 

inthe second set. 

She finished with 30 unforced 

errors and just 14 winners—a mere 

three with her backhand. The 14th-seed- 

"ed Petrova, meanwhile, played attacking 

tennis and won the point on 19 of 28 trips to 

the net. 

On the men's side, a big-name showdown 

is looming in the quarterfinals: Andre Agassi 

vs Roger Federer. Agassi advanced Monday 


games. 


country competition. 


Other members of the national 
team are veteran internationalist Ru- 
el Casaljay Evic Largo, Michael Borja, 
Parabane Mendoza, Joey Barba and 
Niño Surban as well as Mylene 
Hopeda and Athena Beltran, 

Тһе organizing PhilCycling ex- 
pects 15 Asian countries to partici- 
pate in the championships. South 
Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Chinese 
Taipei, Indonesia and Thailand 
have confirmed their participation 

Тһе world-class cross-country 
and downhill courses were designed 
by officials of the national federation 
for cycling, PhilCycling, and certified 


with a 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 victory over pal and occa- 
sional practice partner Sargis Sargsian, who 
was on court for nearly 10 hours in his previous 
two outings. This one took 90 minutes. 

Federer's opponent, No. 16 Andrei Pavel, 
pulled out with a bad back. 

"There's nothing more you ask for than to 
play a big event against the best player in this 
environment,” Agassi said. “Its time to bring 
the best tennis.” 

‘With her upset victory, Petrova moved into 
her second major quarterfinal, where she will 
meet another Russian, No. 9 Svetlana 
Kuznetsova. Two other Russian women won 
the last two Slams: Anastasia Myskina at the 
French Open and Maria Sharapova at Wimble- 
don. 

“At the moment, Russian tennis is doing so 
well. We're all so young," Petrova said, 

She's 22 and has never won a tour title. 
Kuznetsova, who beat Mary Pierce, 7-6 (5), 6-2, 
Monday, is 19 and owns three titles. 

“I know her, she's а good friend of mine,” 
Petrova said. “Il bea good opportunity for one 
of us to make the semifinals.” 

Also in the quarterfinals is Lindsay Daven- 
port, who pulled out a 7-5, 6-4 victory over 
Venus Willi 

Seven major titles and 49 weeks at No. 1 be- 
tween them, Davenport and Williams swapped 
powerful strokes and anxious moments in a fi- 
nal act encompassing 24 points over 13 minutes 
Monday. Nine deuées. Five break points for 
2000-01 Open champion Williams. Five match 
points for 1998 Open champ Davenport. АР 


University Hawaii for three years before 
Joining Toyota Alvark of Japan's Super 
League in 2002. 

He quit the Japanese club last year 
with his sights set on the big-time Amer- 
ican league, taking part in Phoenix's 
camp in July and playing in summer 
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SEAG champ leads Nationals 
in Asian Mountain Bike meet 


EUSEBIO Quiñones and Frederick 
Feliciano will head the country's bid 
in the 10th Asian Mountain Bike 
championship set Oct.7-10 in Puer- 
to Princesa City. 

Quiñones won the gold medal in 
the cross-country event of the 2003 
Southeast Asian Games in Меат 
as well as in the inaugural South- 
east Asian MTB Championships in 
June in Danao City, while Feliciano 
took the bronze in the Vietnam 
ЅЕАС and the 2002 Asian MTB in 
Chinese Taipei. 

Leading the women’s campaign is 
Marites Bitbit, a bronze medalist in 
the 2003 Vietnam Sea Games cross- 


by Oscar “Boying” Rodriguez Jr. of 
Danao City, the country’s only inter- 
national commissar for МТВ. 

The Asian MTB highlights the 
Philippine Cycling Festival, which 
revives the National Open. There 
will be national competitions on 
Oct. 3 at the Amoranto Velodrome 
in Quezon City a criterium race also 
оп Oct. 3 at the Luneta, a road ПТ 
in Nasugbu on Oct. 4, a massed 
start road race in Tagaytay City оп 
Oct. 5 and the national MTB in 
Puerto Princesa, 

Interested cyclists and clubs may 
inquire at 879-4374 or 879-4378 or 
mobile no. 09272426673. 


Lady Falcons keep Lady Eagles at bay 


MERENCIANA Arayi scored 22 points and 
Marites Gadian added 16 as defending champi- 
оп Adamson downed University of the Philip- 
pines, 71-63, Sunday to remain in the lead in 
"women's basketball action of the 67th UAAP sea- 
son at the Adamson gym. 

Ateneo's Lady Eagles stayed within striking 
distance by whipping the University of the East 
Amazons, 65-48. 

‘The victories allowed the Lady Falcons to keep 
the lead with nine wins and one loss, one and a 
half games in front of the Lady Eagles, which 
tote a 7-2 card, Both sides have already booked 
seats in the Final Four. 

La Salle, behind the team-high 14 points of 
Bunny Galan, stayed in the hunt for a semifinal 
berth but only after foiling a game University of 
Santo Tomas five, 60-48. 

T was the Lady Archers fifth win in nine match 


es, a full game ahead of the Lady Maroons (4-5). 
UST is at 2-6 but can stil make it to the semifinals 
with a sweep of their last our assignments. 


Eaglets claw Bullpups 

In junior play the Ateneo Eaglets over- 
whelmed National University Bullpups, 77-46, 
also last Sunday at the Philsports Arena, 10 
strengthen its title-retention bid. 

Ateneo improved its record to 6-4 but still 
trailed leader UST (10-1) and UP Integrated 
School (7-3). 

In Saturdays matches, De La Salle-Zobel 
came from behind to nip UPIS, 61-60, and UE, 
behind the 38 points of Paul Zamar, son of na- 
tional coach David, clobbered Adamson, 82-65. 

DLSZ (5-5) moved ahead of UE (5-6) in the 
race for the last slot in the Final Four. NU is mired 
21248, with Adamson hopelessly ош of it at 1-9. 


La Salle chessers back on top 

In chess, La Salle got its form back in a wink 
with successive victories to regain the lead in the 
tournament being played at the University of the 
East Briefing Room. 

Тһе defending champion Archers white- 
washed UE, 4-0, Saturday and then toppled erst- 
while leader University of Santo Tomas, 2.5-1.5, 
Sunday to seize the lead with 25.5 points. 

La Salle moved a full point ahead of UST, 
which beat National University, 3.5-0.5, Satur- 
day, and 1.5 points clear of FEU. 

In women's play, UST kept the pace by down- 
ing UR 2.5-1.5. The UST belles totaled 26 points, 
2.5 in front of UP and 6.5 ahead of third-running 
UE. Ateneo kept fourth place with 17.5 points. 

‘The UST juniors also showed the way in their 
division with 27.5 points by blanking NU, 4-0. 

UF remained in second place with 23.5, 


AFTER 264 weeks as the world’s Мо. 1 golfer, Tiger Woods (left) gives way to Vijay: 


SPORTSWATCH 


, PUP keeps all-students tennis crown 

| POLYTECHNIC University of the Philippines relied on Edilbert Anasta and 

| Rocky Paglalunan to retain its men's team crown past De La Salle Univer- 

sity, 2-1, in the 2004 Milo All-Students Tennis Championships over the 

1 weekend at the Valle Verde Country Club in Pasig. Paglalunan tripped 

| Yannick Guba, 6-2, 6-4, to give PUP the first point before DLSU equalized 
with Guba and Nico Faller's 6-4, 6-1 doubles victory over Anasta and Ig- 

nacio Sabas. Anasta then clinched the trophy following a thrilling 6-1, 6- 

7, 6-4 win over Irwin De Guzman. La Salle Greenhills dethroned San Be- 

da, 3-0, in the high school boys’ division; while DLSU-A blanked sister 

team DLSU-B in the women's team event. Poveda squeaked past As- 

‘sumption to bag the бігіз team jewel in the Milo netfest organized by 

CTW and supported by adidas and Prince/Nassau as the official tennis. 


NCAA-Nestlé cheerdance competition 
NCAA Cheerleaders will get a chance to strut their stuff in a tournament. 
atmosphere as the 1st NCAA-Nestlé Nonstop Cheerdance Competition 
gets underway at the Araneta Coliseum at 2 p.m. today. All eight NCAA 
member-schools are fielding teams in the event. During the drawing of 
lots last week, the order of performance will be: JRU Marshalls, San Be- 
da Cheerleaders Association, Mapua Cheering Cardinals, CSB Green 
Jackets, San Sebastian Pep Squad, Letran Cheering Squad, PCU Pep 
‘Squad, and UPHDS Cheering Team. Only 20-30 performers and backup 
will be allowed on the floor to сату out a routine five to six minutes 
long. Three independent judges, representing three disciplines related 
to the art and science of cheering, will rate the teams based on this cri- 
teria: 55 points for cheer, 20 points for spirit, and 5 points for sports- 
manship. Nestlé judges representing event sponsor Nestlé Nonstop De- 
sire ice cream are allotted 20 points to assess a 60- to 90-second inter- 
pretation of a Nestlé cheer. 


Paet tops MCC unrated active chess 
FIFTH-ranked Ferdinand Paet downed second seed Balden Corpuz in 50 
moves of a Саго-Капп in the seventh and final round Sunday to claim via. 
tie break the September edition of the MCC unrated active chess tourna- 
ment at the J & F Divino Bldg. in Quezon City. Paet of Marikina City actual- 
ly tied for first-second places with sixth seed Ryan Dungca. They both 
have six wins and one draw for 6.5 points after seven rounds of play. 

Paet, however, emerged with the better median tie break points. They — 
shared the pooled P4,500 cash prizes. Tied in third-fourth places with 5.5 | 
points each were Amir Zomer and 46 Nixon Camana. Adjudged top kiddie 
performers were MJ Turqueza and Franz Robert Grafil. Other top finishers 
were Corpuz (5th); Roland Pandela (6th); Silvestre Paragas Jr. (7th); 
Ernie Faeldonia (8th); Nash Ramos (8th) and Jose Garcia (10th). 


Ryder Cup matches on Channel 49 

THE RYDER Cup matches will be staged on Sept. 17-19 at Oakland 

Hills, Bloomfield Township, Michigan. This big team event will be partic- 
ipated in by top players from the US headed by Hal Sutton and Bernhard 
Langer for Europe. It will be telecast live on Dream Golf Channel 49. 
Over the last 20 years and 10 competitions Europe has won five times, 
the United States four times and they have tied once. 


Stag wars rage at the Big Dome 

SOME 43 entries of the country's best stagfighters were competing in 
65 grueling fights at presstime at the Araneta Coliseum in the second 
Jeg of the National Cockers Association 7-Stag Derby series. The after- 
math ofthe Aug. 31 and September derby saw Boy Јао Cutting Edge 
Binangonan Balbina BJ garner the solo championship with a 6 1/2 
record. Jiao, who is also leading the Stagfighter of the Year race, will 
face fierce opposition from the touted entries of Biboy Enriquez, Peping 
Cojuangco, Ruel Ricafort, Jun Santiago, Rudy Salud, Ronnie Puno and 
Rudy Albano. Other entries also have another goal in mind, that is to H 
qualify tor the Grand National Championship 8-Stag Derby on Nov. 9, 11 
and 13. The 2004 NCA 7-Stag derby series is presented by Univet Thun- 
derbird feeds, the feeds for champions. The second leg of the 2004 NCA 
7-Stag derby is hosted by Raymond Velayo and Biboy Enriquez. The 
‘second round will be held on Sept. 9. Succeeding 7-Stag derbies are 
‘scheduled on Sept. 14 and 16 hosted by Ruel Ricafort, Edgar Santos 
and Ronnie Puno; Oct. 5-7 hosted by Jun Santiago, Ito Ynares and Boy 
Jiao; Oct. 19 and 21 hosted by Boy Royo, Pol Estrellado and Gerry Boy 
Espina; and Oct, 26 and 28 hosted by Gerry Ramos, Alex Escalona, 
Patrick Puno, Pico Berin and Rudy Albano. 


Roligon hosts Nat’! Derby finals i 
THE FINALS of the 102-entry 18th Annual Ray-Showdown 7-Stag Nation- 
al Derby unfold at the Roligon Mega Cockpit at 5 p.m. today with more 
than 90 matches, Hosted by Danny Ty & lawyer Romero Yu, this eventis 
backed by Thunderbird Enertone & Thunderbird Bexan-XP and supported 
by Lakpue Drug & Casino Filipino. The second day of competition last 
Monday, participated in by 36 new entries, culminated with five entries 
joining the list of undefeated bets. They are JV Roanns of Romano Castil- 
lo from Tiaong, Quezon; Banker Boys—Mike Romulo & Patty Herlihy, 
BMB Red Stag owned by Engr. Hupano of Pangasinan, Doña Juana of Jun 
Topacio and TL-JJ Golden Seal of comebacking derby fighter Tonette Luz- 
zuriaga. They will compete against nine unscathed entries from last Sat- 
urday’s opener and other participants with scores of 2.5 or 2 points. 
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ACTIVE CHESS WINNERS: The awarding ceremonies 

of the 2004 Shell National Youth Active Chess were held recently 
at Cyberzone, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City. From left are 
Roberto Kanapi, Pilipinas Shell GM for External Affairs; Edgar 
Chua, Shell companies in the Phils. country chair; Rep. Matias 
Defensor, president of the National Chess Federation of the 
Philippines; Juniors division champion Ivan Gil Blag, Kiddies 
division titlist Rodel Alsado, Pilipinas Shell VP for Corporate 
Affairs Romy de Guzman and Grandmaster Eugene Torre. 
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France * 
loves 
Spielberg 


PARIS—French Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac 
on Sunday decorated 
Us filmmaker. 
Stephen Spielberg 
with the Legion of 
Honor, the country's 
highest distinction, 
in a ceremony at- 
tended by a cluster of 
film stars. 

“Our country loves 
cinema, all of cine- 
ma,” said Chirac be- 
fore honoring Spiel- 
berg. "Itis the essence 
of our fight for cultur- 
al diversity... recog- 
nizing the equal dig- 
nity of all cultures.” 

Chirac cited Spiel- 
berg’s film 
“Schindlers — List," 
which he described 
as one of his personal 
favorites, "In this dif- 
ficult period where 
intolerance, racism, 
xenophobia, ап 
Semitism and (апа! 
cism are again mani- 
festing themselves, it 
is essential for cine- 
ma (... to help us re- 
call the horror of the 
unspeakable,” һе 
said. 

In his response, 
Spielberg, who had 
arrived from the 
попһет town of 
Deauville where he is 
attending the 30th 
annual — American 
Film Festival, warned 
that hated was a 
global threat more 
dangerous than ei- 
ther AIDS or cancer, 

"We live in a world. 
right now which is 
mot — recognizable 
from what 1 experi- 
епсей growing up in 
the 19508 and 
19605" he told 
Chirac. 

“I commend your 
efforts in what you 
are doing about anti- 
Semitism here іл 
France... We have to 
work very, very hard 
to make people un- 
derstand that it is ће 
differences we have 
to celebrate and not 
condemn. 

‘Sometimes the 
minorities have the 
‘most to contribute to 
а society" the Jewish 
director added. 

Spielberg also paid 
tribute to legendary 
French film director 
Francois Truffaut, 
who died 20 years 
ago and who had 
starred in Spielberg's 
1977 classic, “Close 
Encounters ‘of the 
‘Third Kind.” 

Attending the cer- 
emony at the Elysee 
presidential palace 
were such French 
and American Ёт 
personalities аз 
Gwyneth Paltrow, So- 
phie | Marceau, 
Nathalie Baye and 
Patrick Bruel. 

"Тһе National Order 
of the Legion of Honor 
was founded by 
Napoleon Bonaparte 
and recognizes emi- 
nent service to the Re- 
publicof France. AFP 


21 films 
vie for 
Golden 
Lion 


VENICE, Italy—A to- 
tal of 21 pictures аге 
fighting it out for the 
Golden Lion during 
the 11-4ау Venice 
Film Festival, 

Among these are 
three from the Unit- 
ed States: "Vanity 
Fain” based on the 
William Makepeace 
‘Thackeray novel, di- 
rected by the Indian- 
born Mira Nair, and 
starring Reese With- 
erspoon with a dead- 
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Horoscope 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are quite complex. But one thing is certain: You want to create order in your universe 
and improve the situation around you. You're dynamic and an excellent performer (at any task). You have very 
set ideas about what you want to achieve. The year ahead holds changes, perhaps as significant as those that 
took place in 1995. 

Birthdate of: Sid Caesar, actor/comedian; David Arquette, actor, Patsy Cline, singer. 


(QN ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
pril 19): Female rela- June 20): This isa 22}: Venus in your sign 
tives (perhaps а. good day to take care makes you unusually 


parental figure) are im- of finances. Pay some social and diplomatic 
poytanttayoutoday-Beopento | ils and get on topofyourscene. — right now However, todays Moon 
listening to someone who needs to Find out how muchmoneyyou urges you to seek more solitude 
havea heart-to-hearttalkwityou. don't have. and privacy—just for today. (We 
all have our contradictions.) MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
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making deals. You're this makes you a bit 

open to unusual ideas. more emotional to ev- friend has something 

‘Something unique—even erything around you. Don't worry. important to tell you. in 

bizarre—catches your attention This is allowed. There's nothing turn, you might feel the. 

because you feel broad-minded. |. wrong with your feelings. need to confide in this person as 
well. Trust your instincts. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


21 films vie for Golden Lion 


From page A29. то No Ugoku Shiro” by British director 


("Howls Moving John Boorman and al- 
Castle") by Japans so includes actresses 
Hayo Miyazaki. Scarlett — Johansson 

‘The jury is headed апа Helen Mirren. АР 


British accent; 
irth” by Jonathan 
Glazer; and "Palin- 
dromes" by Todd 
Solondz. 

Other contenders 
are hometown fa- 
vorite "Ovunque Sei" 
(Wherever You 

by Italian 
Placido; 

CThe 

World”) by China's 
Jia Zhangke; and ani 
mated feature "Hau- 
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A Comedy about a Second Chance at First Love! 
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Ai Ai, 
Boy in 
riotous 
interview 


SHE is the comedy 
concert queen. She is 
also the box-office 
queen and her hit 
movie, "Tanging Ina," 
has not been topped 
at the box office. But 
Ai Ai de las Alas’ fa- 
vorite title is “Tanging 
Tna” because it speaks 
of her true callin 
mother to three chil 
dren. Ai Ai is a solo 
parent who will do 
everything for her 
children. 

Ai Ai is alo a 
recording artist. She 
recently recorded a 
new album, “Tanging 
Tna Nyo,” which con- 
tains “Tanging Ina," 
“Tongtwayla,” "Volta, 
Dancephabet,” “Si 
Manloloko,” among 
others. 

Boy Abunda talks 
1o Ai Ai in one of her. 
most hilarious inter- 
views, on “Private 
Conversations” at 9 
p.m. today on ANC 
News Channel. 

"Private Conversa- 
tions with Boy Abun- 
da" is directed by 
Carrie Jose. 
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A RECORD executive and a movie 
producer are among the promi- 
ent figures suspected of dealing 
with a producer of pirated video 
‘and audio products. A 

This was discovered during a 
raid on a Malabon plant by the 
Optical Media Board (OMB) and 
members of the International 
Federation of the Phonographic 
Industry. The plant, registered to 
Chona Crisostomo Xiao, was raid- 
ed last month for producing pi- 
Tated products. 

But lawyer Marivic Benedicto, 
OMB executive director, said “it 
would be premature and irre- 
sponsible for this office to make 
tonclusions on the involvement 
of these individuals (record exec- 
utive and movie producer)." 

She added that “should the in- 
vestigation show that these indi- 
viduals are indeed involved in the 
operation of the facility, the Opti- 
cal Media Board will not hesitate 
3o prosecute them to the full ex- 
tent of the law.” 

The plant in Potrero, Malabon, 
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Record, film execs suspected of working with pirates 


was found producing fake prod- 
ucts on two replicating machines 
worth about P50 million. The 
raiders seized the machines. 

The raid was part of on-going 
surprise inspections by the Inter- 
national Federation of the Phono- 
graphic Industry's licensed repli- 
cating plants. 

OMB Chair Edu Manzano has 
been conducting an average of 
two raids daily on illegal music 
and video production plants. 

The campaign of Chair Edu 
against video piracy has the sup- 
port of President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo "100 percent," said an OMB 
statement, because "the Presi- 
dent knows only too well that а 
lotis at stake in the fight and the 
government cannot afford to let 
its guard down." 

Thousand of bootleg film and 
music DVDs, VCDs and CDs are 
smuggled into the country each 
year and sold at three-fourths 
their original cost. The fakers de- 
prive legitimate film distributors 
and music producers of millions 


E 


CLOSE WATCH. Chair Edu insp 


of pesos in revenues. 

Recently, Chair Edu and his team made a 
surprise sweep of several malls in Metro 
Manila, confiscating more than 20,000 discs 
at the Tutuban Center Mall, and more than 
10,000 discs at the Divisoria Mall, both in Di- 


‘Our mission is only to confiscate’ 


By Alex Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—Members of the 
Optical Media Board (OMB), former- 
ly the Videogram Regulatory Board, 
Friday raided stores selling pirated 
VCDs and DVDs in this Negros Orien- 
tal city, confiscating some 300,000 
CDs valued at about P2.5 millio 

‘OMB Executive Director Marivic 
Benedicto and acting intelligence and 
inspection division chief Dante Mal- 
bas led the raiders. They were backed 
by members of the Dumaguete police 
as well as civilian assets of the police 
and other military and intelligence 


отыз! 


units in Negros Oriental. 


road roller and a payloader. 


Dumaguete City Mayor Agustin 
Perdices and Negros Oriental Gov. 
George Arnaiz also showed up to 
show their support for the antipira- 
cy drive. 

Perdices said it was not the first 
time they confiscated not just pirated 
CDs but also pornographic material 
from the same vendors in the Muslim 
Barter Trade area. 

“We're looking at two offenses—sell- 
ing pirated materials and selling porno- 
graphic items,” Perdices said. 

However, the team did not make 
any arrests, only confiscating the CDs 
and later having them crushed by a 


Steaming hot noodles and congee--masara 


as 
ae 


“Our mission is just to confiscate 
these items,” explained Benedicto. “If 
we make arrests, it would mean we 
will have to file cases and we cannot 
keep on coming back here for that.” 

Malbas promised the antipiracy 
drive of the OMB would continue 
without letup. “We know the modus 
operandi of these vendors,” he said. 
"The moment we leave, they'll go 
back to business. But we'll come back 
in a few days and raid them again. 

Malbas said their haul in Du- 
maguete alone was by far the biggest. 
haul in the region, even compared to 
their recent raids in Cebu City. 


visoria, Manila. 

ОМВ teams in Angeles City seized more 
than 21,000 discs, including pornographic 
ones, sold openly in the streets, some within a 
few meters away from a police station. 

Raids on the Royal Family Mall in Valen- 
zuela, the Modalities Market, Muñoz Market 
and other areas yielded similar results. 

‘Manzano said the raids barely scratched the 
surface, and it would take much more to drive. 


Editor Louie C. Camino 


the pirates out of business. The anti-piracy 
campaign must be expanded to the provinces, 
hesaid. (See related story below.) 

The OMB pointed out that its already 
September but not more than 25 new Filipino 
films have been shown. The movie community 
is worried that next year, the industry might 
produce only 10 local films as a result of piracy, 
Said the OMB chair, who is also a movie actor 
andTVhost. With areport from Nini Valera 
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From page A2-4 


(Fa-fa-fooml) 

Host: What can we 
do to help our local 
movies recover from 
their slump this 
year? 

Guest: We can do 
many—halimbawa, 
huwag tangkilikin 
ang mga nagtitinda 
ngpirata. 


(Ano raw?) 
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ииту enya ie ins ton al 
aman crore awo 

‘Ret: Son hema 


CINEMA 


SEPTEMBER 3 - WEDNESDAY 


TAY FNAND 
TLPOSTO DELL VPSVING 
ANIMA 
an ru 


YOUNG VIRGIN 


1:00pm. 


ТЕТО 


(обара) te 803571 or 72 
les ANACONDAS 


2am PRINCESS DIARIES-2 


39» ALIENS. PREDATOR 


uoa “THE NOTEBOOK 


Sman  ANACONDAS 


‘Gems доно so (SNEAK PREVIEW) 


Таман  AÍACONDAS 


[P 


sau CONNIE & CARLA 


10UM) — LANSOFATIRACTON 


THE CENTER OF ENTERTANMENT 


Boos, 


Жұмаш. CINEPLEX 
[el 911-3101 ioc. 8242, 8281/8297 
3 ооо) осон 
46005) 
5 (DTS) ALIENVS. PREDATOR 
G (Ooby) THE NOTEBOOK 
7 (Doby) 


: 
(ут 


масон 
THUNDEREIRS 
CARMEN 
RESERVED 


ANDARA 


1360N60N30 


Jade Cinema. 
(Angeles Cit tel (45) 8875001 t0 03 


lona SOON TO OPEN 
2 Soon TO OPEN 
SOON TO OPEN 
'SOONTO OPEN 


зен 


Cine Nepo 

(Angeles city) tei Q5] 312 
PRINCESS DARIES-2 
КЕЧ 

масаны 

ALONG CAME POLLY 


(Dagupan City) t (075) 515.8489 
1 CINDERELLA STORY 
2 THE VILLAGE 
зет COLLATERAL 
без ALIENTVS, PREDATOR 


Centre Plaza Cinema 

(Balanga, Bataan) e (047) 237.7007 
1 БАЙНЫ. 
1 TE VILAGE 


Кт 


‘saa GONG 30 (SNEAK PREVIEW) 


ат CONNIE& CARLA 


 ANACONDHS. 


THE NOTEBOOK 


Morie Theatres of the New ies 


Cinema 2000 Tan шіні Mall 
(Sta Rosa, Laguna) te (048) 831.092 
1 HAMOG 
H ‘AEN VS, PREDATOR 
ES ANICONDAS. 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
Calamba) їн (049) 55,138 


1 13600630 (SNEAK PREVIEW) 
Zem PRINCSS DUARIS-2 
Seam ‘ANACONDAS. 
D AUENVS, PREDATOR 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(Gian) tel (089) 411.16. 
PRINCESS DIARIES-2 
ANICONDAS 

Зе АЦЕҢүб,РАЕОТОВ 
13 GOING 30 (SNEAK PREVIEW) 


H 
Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) 16075) 568.5771 

1 AROUND THE WORLD m 80DAYS 
3^0 THECINDERELLA STORY 
Seam THE VILLAGE 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
rac) tel (045) 982.1729 

1 » „ELLA ENCHANTED 
2. WEREWOLE (GINGER SNAP 2) 
Ed DEAD PEOPLE 
Aem THECINDERELLASTORY 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
[md 

ANACONDAS. 

PRINCESS DIARIES-2 

‘ALIENVS, PREDATOR 


Lianas Cinema 
(Alabang) tel 850.1276 


WILD BUTTERFLY 
HAMOG 

COLLATERAL 

ALIEN VS, PREDATOR 
Lianas MovieCity 
(Calamba) tel (049) 545.7202 


ALIEN VS, PREDATOR 
13606 30 (SNEAK PREVIEW) 


Mega Center Mall 
(Cabanatuan City) tel (4) 463.3283 


HAMOG 
NOWTHATI HAVE YOU. 
ALIEN VS, PREDATOR 

‘DEAD PEOPLE 


Fiesta World Mall 
(usa) te (из) 90.0790 


DEATH CURSE 
THUNDERBIRD. 
KARELASYON 
‘ALIENS, PREDATOR, 


>= Berma Cinema 


ваши) tl 879.2130 /879.2029| 


ANACONDAS 
uml 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


up with you. What's 
the truth, coming 
from you? 

Guest: 1 бойт 
know to him. What 
he decides, anyway, 
its hislost not mine. 

(Ay, it's his lost!) 

Host: Do you have 
ashow coming up? 

Guest: Yes, please 
watch my show on 
October Then. 

(October Then? 
Oh, October 10! 
Thige, wel watch.) 

Host: There are so, 
many robberies now. 
What are you doing 
to protect your own 
establishment? 

Guest: We have al- 
ready put it up, but 
we cannot announce 
what our precau- 
tions. 

(Sige na nga.) 

Host: Why do you 
like going to the spa? 

Guest: Because it's 
great for getting 
away from the hut- 
Чез and buttles of 
life! 

(Ау, huttles and 
buttles!) 


‘Rivals’ 


‘THE LIVES ofthe rich 
and famous have al- 
ways captured the 
publics — imagina- 
tion—and, | when 
they are in conflict 
with each ойе, 
theyre even more 
compelling. Starting 
Sept. 13, the Discov- 
ery Channel mines 
this rich lode with 
"Rivals," a series that 
reveals the inside sto- 
ry- of some of the 
most famous rivalries 
from the worlds of 
sports, music, cine- 
ma, royalty and fash- 
ion. 

From 10 p.m. to 11 
p.m. on Sept. 13, "Ri- 
vals" begins with the 
world’s most infa- 
mous modern love 
triangle, involving 
Prince Charles, 
Princess Diana and 
Camilla Parker 
Bowles, a complex 
conflict that resulted 
in bitterness, jeal- 
ousy and divorce. 

Other forthcoming 
episodes are on 
Sylvester Stallone 
and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, 
John Lennon and 
Paul McCartney, and 
Marilyn Monroe and 
Jackie Kennedy. 


‘Growing Up 
Grizzly?’ 
JENNIFER Aniston 
stars in "Growing Up 
Grizzly 2) a one- 
hour Animal Planer 
special that brings 
viewers up-to-date 
with orphaned griz- 
Шу bears Bart and 
Honey-Bump, рге- 
miering at 10 p.m. on 
Sept. 20. The cubs 
were first introduced 
by Brad Pitt in 
"Growing Up Griz- 
ду? 

The sequel takes 
viewers to the set of 
Bart’s big movie de- 
but, follows wild 
grizzly bears on a 
hunt for salmon in 
Canada, and enlight- 
ens viewers about the. 
need to preserve the 
grizzly habitat and to 
protect all wildlife. 


Ре e PHILIPPINE DAILY | INQUIRER en - 
SEPTEMBER G, 2004 NÉOVIES . 


OPENS TOD 


Tom Hanks 
Catherine Zeta-Jones 


Шық 


Sofar aterainment Co 


BAWAL MANUQD ANG MGA MAHIHINA ANG SIKMURA 
PASISIGAWIN KA MULA SIMULA HANGGANG WAKAS. 


MIRS > PG-13 
SS 4 If someone you love 
. was taken frorn you, 
how far would you go 
to bring him back 
from the dead? 


G 


ENS TODAY! 


OPENS SEPTEMBER 15 


MTRCB 
RATING 


>R-13 
A 


10 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 
They Are Americas Best, аз 
Their Identities Are Protected, 
Their Missions Are Highly Classified. 
Can They Survive The Final Assignment? 


пмен ON- Fe ex 


ODSEND 


GRAB LIFE 
BY THe 


DOUGEBAL 


sess GEORGE ORAKOULIAS з: «САНО RAMSI 


p- «se 


BEN STILLER 


TWENTIETH CENTURY ГОХ несение A RED HOUR кутшетш 
LL A TRUE UNDERDOG STORY VINCE VAUGHN BEN STILLER CHRISI ҮП aw RIP TORN, "^: THEODORE SHAPIRO 
LAN BAUMGARTIN act AHMAD senos JERZY ZIELINSKI ast 


MARY McLAGLN. RHOADES RADER ИБИ STUART CORHI MALL THURBER. fag 


OP 


аанын PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. энемден Арева ањў байанай ton 


nm . ENTERTAINMENT 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 


ANACONDAS 


Lopes pm 650 pm 9:80pm 


“THE TERMINAL ` 


1225 pm X15 pm $25 pm 8:55 pm 


DODGEBALL 


GODSEND 


Faintings, huttles and buttles, other boob-tube booboos 


SHOWING TODAY at SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 


"The European Union in cooperation with Mowelfund Film Insitute, The Podium & SM Cinemas presents 


CINE EUROPA 7: тне Biccer PICTURE 


at 4:30pm 


ÎL POSTO DELL" ANIMA 


БЕРБМІЕНШЕГСЕНЕЕ 
12nn, ҚАЗ bx eub 


QUIZMASTER: What is the first. 
name of Indiana Jones? Clue: it 
has the letters H, Nand R. 

Contestant: Honey! 

Contestant No. 2: Maharilynt 

(No, Henry!) 

Quizma tis the name 
of the famous wall in a country in 
Europe that was dramatically tak- 
en down years ago? 


VIEWFINDER A 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


lem, po. 
(Ah, so.) 


(al) by Riccardo Milani "EUROPE and 


PRE-HOLLYWOOD 


Contestant: Wall City! 


КЕ 215 pm430 pn £46 pn 940 pm (No, Berlin Wall.) 


Host: Will you invite them to 
your next sexy show? 


Guest: Of course. Panoorin 
Quizmaster: What is the name niyo ро ang aming sexy na pal- 
ofthe local TV host whose second abas, kung nabitin kayo sa katata- 
name is only an initial, the same pos lang na Vench underwear 


EUIS. mhefamiymame fashion show! | 
AA о starts? (Va-va-voom!: 
ERA (France by Christophe Barratier ЕЗ казап. TEACHERS Contestant: Michael Jackson! pu 
FREE! FREE! FREE! FREE! сите a Monecoeasiy (о, Michael VD 

THE BIGGEST EUROPEAN FILM FEST TO HIT THE COUNTRY! 
EPSON $F Air Phitjppines 


PHILIPPINES: 
A survey of Early Cinema" 
by Nick Deocampo 


Sep 10| ‘NCAA "FINAL GAMES . 


Sep Poe MAXWELL in Manila ^ iac Aside from! cett Wit 

Sep 17 SOUTH BORDER CONCERT other prizes are we going to give 

Host: Why did you join show away at the end of today’s pro- 
gram? 


а iz? 
опеке, cil TicketNet at 911-5555 {Сай SM Cinemas at 6331901 Guest: Para financially prob- 


FAINTINGS/A2-2 


“| heavw it “No! 
1” It came from 


up theve! over there!” 


Find out how the latest Dolby Digital surround EX system can 
produce sound so clear, зө real, iF will Cully envelop your senses! 


Suvvound Soun 


“It’s vight heve 


“Guys! 
beside us!” 


Ys all avouna.” 


б Shangri-La Plaza 


‘Accenr-Micro SERENE UTS MAUI 
Riese WEDNESDAY, es — PHILIPPINE DAILY шек. В Wireless 
Ч 1701 SMT........ 


— 
Leine КООШ Wonder 
‘That's Easy fo Manage " ows n 10 Pocket PC. 
Er cnin u S | N E SS. Nardi Mes a 
an Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma T 
ША 


Textus your feedback: inquirer biz name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


S UE 5 By Michelle V. Remo es of GOCCs like National Power help financially ailing GOCCs. In 
2NDCATORE Corp. The losses forced GOCCsto effect, Recto said, the GOCCs ac- 
E BLAMING the country's fiscal problems largely on the enter into large borrowings, tually account for the bulk of ће 
CURRENCIES “mismanagement” of government-owned and -controlled whieh bloated the county pub- countrys debt, He added that 
Peep Dou AME corporations (500) the Senate committee onwaysand MEIER pom pe pua, Sa аре sng 
^ . means is preparing an audit of the financial performance ment of Finance, Recto said that liabilities of state-owned compa- 
1-56 of state-owned companies, and an investigation of the ор the P5.3-trillion public sector nies. 
j way their officials are handling the finances. debt as of 2003, borrowings “Тһе problem lies really on the 


"Itis now clear that our prob- amirateSen.MamuelVillarduring made by GOCCs accounted for GOCCs losses that have been 
ems are brought about by the yesterdaysSematehearingonthe P2.1 trillion, while the national growing exponentially,” said А 
мау these GOCCs were misman- national governments fiscal governments share was at P3.3 to. He noted that after posting 
aged, but it has never been point- pla trillion, cumulative budget surplus of P25 

n ed out in the newspapers. Allofa Sen. Ralph Recto, chair of the ^ While the national govern- billion іп 2001, GOCCs have post- 

КИЙИИТ Gol sudden people are blaming pork ways and means committee, not- ment roughly accounts for 60 ей P7.7 billion in losses in 2002, 

AUGUST SEPTEMBER barrel, which has been іп exis- ed during the hearing that the percent or bulk of the public sec- widening to more than P130 bil- 

E (ко tence for decades now, for the bulk of the country’s debt woes tor debt, a substantial part of its lion this year. 
country’s fiscal problems,” said had been caused by the huge loss- borrowings were also intended to SENATE/B2 


Мы — Vm. VU. V. Forex reserves inch — |INquirer Monitor 


1 
‘Unita States 082812: 1.000000 560890 Figures that matter in our nation's life 


Japan 0.007504 0.009053 0,5078. 1 
a um d «s up to $15.96B | Growth in investments 
UL EEG " ; 
АНЯ 088080 0. ИЛ? | (tstatr 2002 to 2nd qtr 2004, in percent) 
anada 0807070 Ош 481487 
ER пази (ЕМГ Е ял By Doris C. Dumlao Placed with the BSP during the 
\ustralla 372374 3051: ЕК) ith stood at $451 million. 
Ban BIA 2088 1487851 THE COUNTRYS gross intema- “These were partly offset, how- 
Sud Araba E NET БЕ vere paniy oft, 
Brunel 0221098 0280000 149387 tional reserves inched up by $11 ‘ever, by the debt service require- 
Indonesia. bred ЖА DU million to $15.96 billion as of ments of the national Td 
Thalland. 0, 7 l-i tand the " he saic 
the E M Nagy c am 
‘Argentina Peso ОЗМ 073398189 186963  егптепг fresh foreign borrow- BSP's gross foreign currency 
LM | gamo EN NE. holdings, gold reserves, special 
Denmari Kroner as 993. BSP Officer-in-Charge Alberto drawing rights from multilateral 
[M Ws UNE SHRINE ЛШ moyergcseryssidiendd. institutions and foreign, weit 
‘Mexico New Peso 0.072098 0.086979 4.8786 gust GIR level was well above the ments, is seen as an indicator of 
Now Zealand Dolar 7 0506 ogus: 96.1771 central monetary agency's target ys ability to service the 
іогмау Kroner 4 T 7 of $14-$15 billion for 2004. foreign exchange requirements 
K К 000 000000 00480 в 
юа eur шаі T NE However, teend-Augustlevel of the economy. Central banks 
was lower than the $16.16 billion likewise dip into the GIR when 
STOCK MARKET build-up during the same period they defend their local currencies 
lastyeat- against speculative attacks 


" É а | INCREASED government expenditure on public infrastructure pushed Investments 
Stocks close sharply higher “The increase in GIR was тай "This GIR level is adequate to. | to grow forthe: ight quarter tis year by 8 percent, The North Luzon 


SHARE prices closed as Investors trawiad the market ly attributed to the national gov. cover about 43 months worth of in public construction. Тоја! fixed 


| Source: Halon! stale Coordination Boa 


6 ermment’s deposit with the BSP of imports of goods and payments of i ich include puble and private constructions, equipment and 

4... уы proceeds from the reopening of services and income, This level is machinery and breeding stock and orchard development, grew by 6. percent, an 

new 4-montn high ‘ me its global bond issue," Reyes said. sonos, ament omiastysreregai 07 percent growth esameperod. 
Беін He noted that the net deposits | Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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SHERRYLOU Khosiking, corporate secretary of UEM Development 


Phils. inc., tendered her resignation on Sept. 1, effective immediately. 
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VIVANT Corp. (formerly Philstar.com Inc.) will hold its annual stockhold- 
ers’ meeting on Sept. 30 at 10 a.m. at the Acacia Room of the Cebu Coun- 
try Club on Gov. M. Guenco Avenue іп Banilad, Cebu City. 

AT THE annual stockholders’ meeting of Waterfront Philippines Inc. 
held on Sept. 4, the following were elected directors for 2004-2005: Re- 
nato Magadia, Patrick Gregorio, Kenneth Gatchalian, Rexlon Gatchalian, 
Alexandria Gonzales (independent), Arthur Lopez (independent), Donato 
Almeda, Lamberto Mercado Jr. and Elvira Ting. KPMG Laya Mananghaya 
was elected external auditor. Compiled by D.J. Yap, PDI Research 
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16th Career Counseling & Guidance Fair 


WHEN: SEPTEMBER 16 & 17, 2004 
WHERE: PHIL TRADE CENTER (PTTC) 
ROXAS BOULEVARD, 
PASAY CITY 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


8:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
(Entrance Fee Only P50.00) 


TIME: 


REPUBLICOF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
Telefax Nr 421-2327: 911-6001 Loc 6592 

= e-mail: pidQinlo.com ph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


"Tha Armed Forces of the Phyippines invites all manulacturers to apply lor eligibility and to bid for te 
Supply and Delivery of Various Medical Equipment, wih an approved budget o Thirty Six Million Pesos. 
(Php 38,000,000.00] chargeatia agast the AFP Modernization Trust Fund, broken down nto five (5) LOTS, as 


шыт NOMENCLATURE 

OT | RADIOLOGY EQUIPMENT 
LOT 2 | OPERATING ROOMANESTHESA EOUBHENT 
LOT 3-| LABORATORY EQUIPMENT. 
iGT4-| RECOVERYROOMINTENSIVE CARE UNIT EGET 
LOT 8 | SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AMOUNT 
5.060.000 00 
10.480.000 00. 
5.444.000 00 
36,876,000 00. 


TOTAL 


Only bids from entities who are manulacturars and authorized suppllers/istributors of said medical 
‘equipment shal be ontonained. 
Ба documants fr ine respective LOTS aro avaliable for issuance staring September 1, 2004 unti October 
т, 2004 during ойо hours at the BAC Secretariat, Otice ofthe Deputy Chet of Staff for Capobity, Matanel 
and Technology Development, 19, GHO. AFP 3rd Floor. Bulwagang Mabini, Camp General Emito Agunaido, 
Quezon City upon paymant, as follows 
Trew BID DOCUMENTS 
LOT 1 | RADIOLOGY EQUIPMENT. 
lOT2-| OPERATINGROOM/ANESTHESIAEGUIPMENT 
LOT3 | LABORATORY EQUIPMENT 
ота | RECOVERY ROOMINTENSIVE CARE UNIT EGPT 
LOT S | SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 
hh в not refundar 
Forcos of tne Phippine 
A Secretar/'s Certfcale with Board Resolution or Special Powor of Allorney, issued by the prospective 
bidder, autnorang ts representative to purchase ne bd documents in из behal, sal be rogue Бейге qsuance 
of said documents 
'A Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled on September 24, 2004 at 08:00 АМ (оса! time) at te Silid Panday 
Pira, 1st Floor, Bubvagang Маре Camp болеа Emo AQumaldo, Quezon Сау Bidders may submit mer query 
les. it алу, In wring tà ne ВАС Secrotanat not later man ineo (3) working days pnor to ne Pre-Bd Conference 
Deadina for submission of сірому requramenis and tid envelopes is on October 8, 2004 a! 09:00 AM. 
(local time) and followed by no Opening сі Bids at 09:30 AM si ne Silid Panday PI 
Tne Armed Forces of he Philippines reserves Ino right 1o reject any or ali bs based on he grounds specid 
in RA B184 wihout assuming any obigaton whatsoever lor any oxpensas or losses that may be incurred by the 
"dor in he preparation of his 50: 


PRICE 
Php 100008 
1500.08 
1,000 00 
1.500 06 
3,000 00 
Те form ol payment shall be cash or casiver's check im favor ol e Armes 


(обола Signa) 
REYNALDOD RIVERA. 
Mayr Goneral | AFP 
Charman, AFP ВАС 
1PO1-Saptombar £8, 2004) 


Senate sets probe of state-owned firms 


From page Bl 

The bulk of the budget deficits 
of GOCCs was accounted for by 
Napocor, which is expecting its 
losses to reach P113 billion by 
year's end. Napocor is the single 
biggest liability of the national 
government, which intends to as- 
sume the power firm's P500 bil 
lion in debt as a move to revital- 
ize the ailing power sector. 

Sen. Sergio Osmena III, also a 


member of the Senate ways and 
means committee, directed Fi- 
nance officials to provide the Sen- 
ate committee with the financial 
statements of all GOCCs for au- 
diting. He likewise asked the DOF 
то furnish the Senate a report on 
the salaries of GOCC officials. 
"Are you aware that the salary 
of the GSIS head (Winston Gar- 
сіз) is P600,000 a month? If you 
don't know the salaries of the 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 
Ойтал, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SALE GF SCRAP / JUNK ITEMS 
ASS, WHERE 16” BASIS 


DATEOFBDONG : Sept. 29, 2004, 200 PM, Solarium Mul-Purpose Hal, Buldng-1 
(Ground Ноо NPC-Head Otice, Agham Road comer Quezon Avenue. 
Dinan, Quezon Cy. 

The Natonal Power Corporation wi condud pubic bidding of Ре folowing tems: 

‘SCHEDULET 


em Description and Location Maium Bid Pc 


2 P 418030012 


Жерден atraer egapment scrap metas көсеге, service 
Те а shown m Bo реле. Located а Pantasangaa НЕР. 
Nee Ec юне. 
ше () lof rserscealo nd scrap metais. conse of assorted 
Scrap eo sed copper wres and casos Located a МРС МЕС. Bg. 
Ba d a Saca TPP. Mantel Cay. 

One (ott serica tems. nk еріртені and scrap ien and 
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GOCC officials, it says much about your su- 
pervision of the GOCCs,” Osmefia told Fi- 
nance Undersecretary Nieves Osorio. 

The senators said they wanted an inquiry 
into the way officials of GOCCs were compen- 
sated and the way the finances of the state- 
‘owned firms were being handled. 

Budget Undersecretary Laura Pascua, in re- 
sponse, admitted that the losses of state- 
owned firms were “appalling,” but added that 
the economic team was already trying to ad- 
dress the problem. 

She said the economic team, which in- 
cludes the DOF and the Department of Bud- 
get and Management, was preparing a draft 
‘executive order for the approval of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo that would give vast su- 
pervisory power to the DOF over GOCCs. 

The budget official said the executive or- 
der, if approved, would require all state- 
owned companies to submit financial report 
to the DOF on a quarterly basis and authorize 
line agencies to conduct an audit of the 
GOCCs whenever deemed necessary. 


Forex... 


From page В! 

also equivalent to 2.2 times the country's short- 
term debt based on original maturity and 1,3 
times based on residual maturity" he said. 

Short-term debt based on residual maturity 
refers to outstanding short-term external debt. 
оп original maturity plus principal payments 
on medium- and long-term loans of the public 
and private sectors falling due within the next 
12 months. 

This brought the BSP's net international re- 
serves as of end-August, inclusive of revalua- 
tion of reserve assets and reserve-related lia- 
bilities, to $13.79 billion or 0.4 percent higher 
than the previous month's level. 

The GIR level is expected to improve in the 
next few months due to more bond offerings 
planned by the government. 

"The Arroyo administration plans to brave the 
international capital market anew with a bond 
float of at least $750 million despite its recent 
admission that it was in amid a fiscal crisis. 

The government recently mandated three 
investment banks—Credit Suisse First 
Boston, Deutsche Bank and JP Morgan Chase- 
-to underwrite the new debt offering. 
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© Hear the discussion on the legalities of 
cooperatives as on alternative to outsourcing, 


P Hear it straight from long-time PMAPer and 
now Department of Labor and Employment 
Undersecretary, the Hon. Josephus В. 
Jimenez, FPM. 
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The bargain hunt- 
ing, focused оп 
stocks seen having 
good earnings 
prospects, — helped 
continue the таг 
кеге upturn from the 
middle of last week, 
they said. 

The Philippine 
Stock Exchange com- 
posite index gained 
3822 points о 
1,67176, the intra- 
day high. It was the 
index’s highest clos- 
ing level since Feb. 
19, 2001, when it set- 
tled at 1,673.95. 

Gainers outnum- 
bered losers 60 to 24, 
with 49 stocks un- 
changed. 

Volume rose to 
8.38 billion shares 
valued at P1.19 bil 
lion from 3.3 billion. 
shares worth P556.7 
million on Monday. 

Globe ^ Telecom 
жаз up Р45 at P945 
while rival Philippine 
Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. gained 
P10atP1,350. AFP 
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. BUSINESS. 
Bullish mood despite crisis talk 


WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 


BANGKO Sentral Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura will make a rare ap- 
pearance this afternoon, together 
with the GMA economic managers 
and Energy Secretary Vincent Perez, 
ata midyear economic briefing to as- 
sure investors and fund managers on 
the country's long-term fiscal, as well 
as his own personal, health. 

But even before the briefing, the 
stock market punters are already vot- 
ing with their pesos, given the un- 
characteristic deficit-busting talks 
Malacafiang and the politicians have 
been sounding. 

Yesterday, the stock market, mainly 
оп the strength of local buyers, 
breached the Pi-billion level—admit- 
tedly a far cry from the pre-currency 
crisis daily average trade of P3 bil- 
lion—on the assurance from the cen- 
tral bank that it would hold the key 
rates steady despite the crude oil- 
spiked inflationary trend. 

Still, the trading volume was 
enough to push the market toa three- 
year high at 1,671.76 points, ap- 
proaching the Edsa П euphoric level 
of 1,673.95. 

Those who managed, for instance, 
to position themselves with Metro 
cific at the 30 centavos level last week 
nearly doubled their money yesterday, 
despite MPC's clarification that the re- 
al estate company's diversification in- 
to the cash-generating multibillion- 
peso expressway venture was proba- 
bly still a year away from reality. 

Even containerized cargo port op- 
erator ICTSI, with Enrique Razon Jr. 
vigorously denying insinuations that 
he is behind Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago's attack against possible 
competitor Harbour Centre, man- 


COcKTALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


month's P3.20. 

If the rally continues—and govem- 
ment can finally manage to overcome 
populist sentiments and walk their 
tough talk—expect the two leading fe- 
male stockbrokers shouting buy and 
sell orders on their phones, instead of 
publicly sniping at each other. 


$100 fare is back 

NORTHWEST Airlines has brought 
back its popular cash-plus-miles pro- 
moin time for the fall travel slack. 

Roundtrip economy fares from 
Manila to Portland, San Francisco and 
New York's JFK airport can be had for 
as little as $100 plus 45,000 frequent. 
flier miles. Not enough mileage? 
35,000 miles plus $200 or 25,000 
miles plus $300 would also qualify. 

Northwest has even expanded (һе 
promo coverage to include all other 
mainland US cities and Canadian des- 
tinations, for an extra $100 per fare. 

‘As well, roundtrip economy fares 
to Tokyo or Nagoya could be availed 
of for as low as 10,000 miles plus 
$100, and business class passage for 
20,000 miles plus $200. 

Promo travel out of Manila may be 
taken any day from Sept. 15 to Dec. 8. 
The fares all have 60-day validity, which 
‘means the return fight to Manila may 
be taken as late as Feb. 8, 2005. Howev- 
ex no retum flights are allowed Dec. 10- 
23, during the height of the balikbayan 


‘The promo is available only through 
Northwest offices or through the air- 
line website. 

Seats are limited. 


Trooper a trouper 

DESPITE having stopped its US pro- 
duction after the 2002 model, the 
Isuzu Trooper is still being offered in 
the country, just like the Mitsubishi Pa- 
jero Field Master series, a testament to 
their enduring local popularity. 

In fact, if you scour the website, 
there is apparently no other country 
except the Philippines that is still as- 
sembling and selling even the right- 
hand version of the Trooper. 

Isuzu Philippines is unveiling to- 
morrow night the 2005 model of the 
‘Trooper, which looks very much like 
the current model save for more en- 
hanced features. The price for the 
2005 has yet to be determined at 
press time, but it should not deviate 
much from the P1.799-million tag of 
the current Skyroof model. 

Isuzu has sold a total of 5,722 Troop- 
ers from its 1996 local introduction up 
to July 2004. The figure does not in- 
clude the parallel second-hand imports 
brought in from Subic and Clark. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE BENEFICIAL majority owner of 
wireless broadband provider Meridian 
Telekoms that Smart has acquired for an 
undisclosed amount is none other than 
former Manila Rep. Mark Jimenez. 

Jimenez, who is currently serving 
his short jail sentence in a better-se- 
cured facility in Chicago instead of his 
adopted home state of Florida, in- 
tends to return to the country and re- 
claim his old district. 
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Freelander is the class leader. The UK's best selling 4x4 since launch, 

’s the versatile Land Rover for the driver who wants both urban 
luxury and off-road capability. 


Buy only from the official source. 
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‘Yuletide crush. 
Book and buy deadline is Oct. 15. 


aged to add 10 centavos more yester- 
day to close at P4.55, from last 
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in first 7 months 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GMA NETWORK Inc. yesterday 
reported a net profit of P885 mil- 
lion in the first seven months of 
the year, up 25 percent from P707 
million a year ago. 

The second-largest broadcast 
network is now claiming to have 
overtaken its fierce competitor in 
terms of airtime sales. 

The company’s revenue grew 
17 percent to P4.3 billion from 
January to July, but operating ex- 
penses also increased by 20 per- 
cent to about P2 billion from P1.7 
billion a year ago. 

Felipe Gozon, GMA president, 
said the company would push 
through with its initial public of- 
fering in the first quarter of 2005. 

Gozon said the company would 
be naming an underwriter during 
the third quarter and the process of 
valuation, registration and getting 


approvals would ensue afterwards. ` 


“Тһе plan of selling shares in the 
domestic and foreign market has 
not changed,” said Gozon. "We will 
push through with the IPO by the 
first quarter of 2005. We are still 
‘working on the same numbers and 
I think all three major shareholders 
are in agreement about the plan.” 

The company is planning to 
sell 30 percent of its shares to the 
public to raise as much as PO bil- 
lion for the broadcast firm and its 


DBP expects to earn P2B 
in alternate trade system 


Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


THE DEVELOPMENT Bank of the 
Philippines (DBP) believes that it 
can eam over P2 billion in the first 
three years of operating an alterna- 
tive trading system (ATS), said an 
official of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC). 

But according to Emilio 
Aquino, SEC director, the com- 
mission has yet to approve the 
DBP's proposed operation of an 
electronic market for buyers and 
sellers of securities. 

Under SEC rules, an ATS is “any 
organization, association, person 
ог group of persons that operates 
or provides an electronic market- 
place to bring together primary 
market issuers of securities of SEC- 
registered small, medium, growth, 
venture enterprises and technolo- 
gy-based ventures and investors 
who wish to buy those securities." 

The SEC director explained 
that the ATS would help small 
and medium firms to sell their re- 
ceivables, a form of debt owed to 
a company for certain goods sold. 

The DBP in April said that it 
would launch a new marketplace 
for receivables of SMEs to banks 
and insurance companies—the 


major shareholders. 

Gozon said СМА was likely to hit 
its profi target of PL.S billion this 
year from a billion pesos in 2003. 
GMA had surpassed АВ5-СВМ in 
terms of profit since last year. 

During the first half, ABS-CBN 
registered profits of P581 million 
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against GMA's P751 million. 
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Gozon said GMAs performance 
in July even fell below the compa- 
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ing at sales of about P690 million. 
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Land Rover Makat 


ENZO Bldg., 399 Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City Tel. 897-8888 
E-mail. sales@landroverphils.com 


Land Rover Ortigas: 88 ADB Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Tel. 633-3976; 633-3977; 633-3978 
Land Rover Service Center: 3904 Quingua St. (near EDSA/BUENDIA ), Makati City 
Tel: 881-7252: 881-7060 E-mail. service_ops@landroverphils.com 
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in July, but the actual figure was 
ower. It was still ahead of last year, 
but there are indications that there 
could be a slowdown as what we 
are seeing industry wide." 

Tn July alone, sales hit about 
680 million. Income for the 
month of July was at P133 mil- 
lion. 

The GMA official said that in 
the first 7 months, GMA's airtime 
loading was already about one 
percent less compared to the pre- 
vious year. He added that the ri- 
val network likely suffered a dou- 
ble-digit drop in airtime sales. 

“From January to August, we 
maintained our total day edge on 
ratings not because of ads but of 
cost efficiency. We cut spending. 
Our advertising load this year is 
lower than last year because of 
our commitment to the Advertis- 
ing Board to regulate our com- 
mercials," Gozon said. 


first of its kind in the country. 

DBP officials are hoping to 
speed up the lending to SMEs by 
creating an electronic market- 
place for ће SMEs’ receivables 
from large companies. 

Banks and financial institutions 
are in the business of buying re- 
ceivables, also known as factoring. 
For instance, an SME that supplies 
goods to a food and beverage firm 
can sell its 90-day receivables from 
that same food and beverage сот- 
pany However the processing 
would usually take a month to do 
зо, as the buyer would still have to 
call up the food and beverage firm 
toauthenticate the receivables. 

When banks bid for the receiv- 
ables of selected companies, 
SMEs would benefit by getting 
the most out of their assets. 

“The DBP will put up an elec- 
tronic authentication system for 
these receivables and then create 
а marketplace, a bidding system 
so that banks can compete to low- 
er the cost for SMEs," said Simon 
Paterno, former DBP president. 

The DBP had tied up with com- 
puter giant IBM to develop the fa- 
cility. The facility aims to attract 
interest among banks and other 
financial institutions. 
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Differently abled 
lawyer is advocate 
for disadvantaged 


By Candy б. 
Viena CAREER 
Contributor 
TALES 
AT FIRST glance, 
Roxy О. Lacson 
seems meek and 
frail. His small 
frame suggests weakness but his 
earnest eyes suggest differently. 
They shine with character, display- 
ing strength, determination and 
compassion. His body slightly dis- 
figured, Lacson goes around as- 
sisted by his -wife to spread the 
word, “I am disabled but I do not 
ask for your pity and your dona- 
tion. I am just as capable as you 
are. All I want is equal opportuni- 
ty.” His voice is strong and confi- 
dent as he clamors for equality not 
only for himself but also for the 
rest of the differently abled and 
disadvantaged minority. 

Lacson's advocacy stems from 
his own disability caused by polio 
at a young age. But his fight now is 
more for others than for himself 
because he has lived a full life of 
opportunities and realized 
éreams. Married with kids, Lacson 
is a senior partner of the Lacson- 
Villanueva law office in Bacolod 
City. He specializes in corporate, 
labor and agrarian reform and us- 
es his position to fight for those 
who suffer from disabilities that 
they may be offered with the same 
opportunities he has been blessed 
with. 


Mormal childhood 

‘At the young age of four, Lacson 
contracted polio, which paralyzed 
his whole body. The illness that 
ravaged his body left him incapaci- 
tated. He couldn't even move a fin- 
ger. Years of therapy helped him 

egain the use of his limbs but they 
аге still weak compared to а nor- 
mal body's strength. As a result, 
the young Lacson lived a sheltered 
life. He couldn't get around with- 
out a companion even at school. 
Aside from the constant compan- 
jon tagging along, Lacson led а 
typical student's life at La Salle 
High School in Bacolod City. “I al- 
ways thought of myself as normal, 
there is nothing other persons can 
do that I can't do,” Lacson says. In 
fact, like most children his age 
then, he confesses he was quite 
mischievous and playful. 

He was greatly interested in bi- 
ology and electronics but because 
of his frail condition, his family 
thought best for him to be a 
lawyer. “I did not exactly stumble 
into my career, when I enrolled in 
the College of Law. 1 thought 1 
would go at it on a year-to-year ba- 
sis, to see how far I could go. But 
before 1 knew it, I was taking the 
bar exams,” confesses Lacson. He 
eared his law degree at the Uni- 
versity of Negros Occidental-Reco- 
letos in the sugar cane capital. 


Differently abled 

Many people ignore differently 
abled individuals. This is because 
they are viewed differently from 
the rest of society. Lacson, a natu- 
ral victim of people's constricting 
views, wishes to broaden con- 


How does an old person surv 


DEAR WW: I'm really frustrat- 
ей, I've got 25 years of experi- 
ence in business. I get plenty of 
interviews, but I can’t turn 

them into any job offers. 
This Dog's Ready For New 
Tricks 


Every older worker (and lets be 
clear here: we're talking anyone 
over 401) needs to learn a lesson 
from the Warrawong Shopping 
Center in New South Wales, Aus- 
tralia. To combat the gangs of 
teenagers that were hanging out- 
side the mall, mall owners in- 
stalled pink “fluorescent lights 
above each entrance, Sure, it 
Tonkad a bit cheesy, but pink light 
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sciousness. "Up to 
| about 10 years 
| ago, the aware- 
1 ness of people to- 
wards disability 
V 1 was not so good. 
e People will not 
talk to you fearing 


your disability has affected your 


head. It is good that with the 
movement of disabled people, 
gradually, the barriers are coming 
down. It is a surprise that some- 
times people actually give way to 
the disabled,” claims Lacson. 

He has learned early on that in 
spite of one's disability, one does 
not necessarily have to succumb to 
debilitation. Lacson rose above his 
physical weakness and used his 
other strengths instead. He used 
his brilliant mind and his generous 
heart. "My resourcefulness tells 
me there's always another way 
around things," he explains. 

With a happy family life and suc- 
cessful law practice, Lacson uses 
his position to educate the people 
and promote awareness of the dis- 
abled. ‘The disabled do not want 
donations. All they want is equal 
opportunity to earn a living and 
equal access to everywhere." Ac- 
cording to Lacson, there is an Ac- 
cessibility Law obligating build- 
ings to have access ramps for the 
disabled. Unfortunately. this law is 
gravely violated. Although Lacson 
doesn't go around in a wheel chair 
and is in fact mobile with his own 
two feet, he finds it sad that even 
our government buildings do not 
adhere to the Accessibility Law. 


Advocate 

Ап active advocate for the work- 
ing disabled, Lacson is the vice 
president of the Negros Occidental 
Rehabilitation Foundation, Inc., 
(NORFI). NORFI is an organiza- 
tion aimed to provide welfare and 
rehabilitation for the disabled. 

He is also involved in the 
group's technical assistance to 
non-government organizations 
(TANGO) project. The project is 
funded by the United States Agen- 
cy for International Development 
for the establishment of Well-Fam- 
ily Midwife Clinics (WFMC) to pro- 
vide maternal and child health 
care including the disabled. With 
Lacson’s efforts, he was able to 
lead the organization to establish 
21 clinics in Negros, Iloilo, Capiz 
and Aklan. Lacson is also Vice Pres- 
ident for External Affairs of the 
Well-Family Partnerships Founda- 
tion, Inc., the mother organization 
of all WFMC in the Philippines. 

A father of two, Lacson uses his 
legal expertise to champion youth 
causes. He was once the legal 
counsel of the University of St. La 
Salle Integrated Parents Associa- 
tion, Inc. to promote the well-be- 
ing of the students and parents of 
the school. 


Recognition 

"People should be aware of the 
disabled, 1 have spoken on this in 
TV programs, meetings, etc., and I 
will continue to do so using my po- 
sition in the organizations 1 am 
holding," states Lacson. In 1988, 


LACSON 


using his expertise in the law, he 
helped incorporate an association 
for the disabled. The Kapisanan ng 
May Kapansanan ng Pilipinas, Inc. 
is the umbrella organization of all 
organizations of the disabled in 
the Philippines. 

For his dedication to help uplift 
lives of persons with disabilities 
and for sharing knowledge in reha- 
bilitation work, Lacson was award- 
ed the Presidential Award by Her 
Excellency, Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo. Given once every two years, 
the Presidential Award is one cate- 
gory under the Apolinario Mabini 
Awards organized yearly by the 
Philippine Foundation for the Re- 
habilitation of the Disabled, Inc. 

His alma mater recently hon- 
ored him with the St. La Salle 
Award and was cited for being “an 
exemplary La Sallian, whose i 
domitable spirit and sense of pur- 
pose inspires us all to overcome 
obstacles, achieve our goals and 
share our gifts.” 

Last year, he was recognized as 
Regional Awardee for Outstanding 
Volunteers of Non-Government 
Organizations, conducted by the 
Regional Development Council in 
Пойо City for sharing his legal 
knowledge and participating in re- 
habilitation projects to help give a 
better life for the differently 
abled. 

‘And the list continues. Even to- 
day, he continues to inspire the dis- 
abled not to be discouraged be- 
cause of their condition. “Use it as 
your advantage or rallying point. 
There are 1,001 ways of getting 
around things," reminds Lacson. 
He also hopes to open the eyes of 
the people at the other side of the 
fence. For Lacson, in spite of the 
long list of achievements, the fight 
is far from over. "Sometimes 1 
would think that 1 would mellow 
down and make my life easy, but. 
there isstill that desire to be on the. 
cutting edge of life. I'm alive, so 1 
guess my struggle is not yet over." 


By Tita Datu Puangco 


I READ your enlightened 
answers as to what an or- 
dinary employee can do to 
address the fiscal crisis. 
But we all know a lot de- 
pends on what can be 
done at the macro lev- 
el—the strategic response 
from the government and 
private sectors. Knowing 
your expertise in organi- 
zation development, what 
do you think is a “bal- 
anced approach” at a 
macro level? We read 
what the economists and 
politicians аге saying. 
Please share us your 
thoughts. 

Big Picture Advocate 


Last Monday, we had a 
very passionate discussion on 
what can be done about the 
crisis. Our company is made 
up of a community of inter- 
disciplinary experts. Many of 
their ideas made a lot of 
sense. Let me share with you 
the following views of Gus 
Arguelles, our expert on lo- 
gistics and supply chain man- 
agement. 

“Let me briefly share my 
views on the nature of this 
crisis and how it is now af- 
fecting our nation. 1 will also 
comment on how we are re- 
sponding to this crisis, and 
what else may be done to 
make the best out of the situ- 
ation. 

Over the years, our gov- 
emment has been spending 
more money than what it 
could raise from taxes and 
other revenue-generating 
measures. To meet this 
deficit without raising taxes, 
we keep borrowing money 
This has increased our debt 
toa level where payments of 
interests and maturing prin- 
cipals are severely affecting 
our economy. Money better 
spent for providing services 
10 our people is now chan- 
meled for debt servicing. 
Since new and drastic tax 
measures are also extremely 
unpopular and politically 
destabilizing, we are now en- 
gaged in austerity measures 
to reduce our deficits and 
borrowings. Lately, there is 
also a movement to ask the 
public to contribute for the 
expenses of the government. 


Key issues 

‘You must have also read 
that at least about a third of 
our national multi-billion 
budget goes to debt servic- 
ing. This significantly ге 
duces the amount of re- 
sources left for government 
agencies to deliver services 
10 our people. After debt 
servicing and personnel ser- 
vices that runs to about a 
quarter of our budget, Ірге- 
sume that the balance goes 
to our expenditures for ma 
terials, supplies, services 
and infrastructure. 

While our politicians and 
economists ponder on ways 
to raise money and reduce 
expenditures, I see two criti 
cal and immediate issues 
confronting all of us. The first 
is the optimization of scarce 
remaining funds for the de- 
livery of services of the vari- 


ош government agencies. 
The second and equally criti- 
cal issue is corruption that 
drains not only our limited 
resource but also our moral 
dignity. 

At this point, any response 
directed to saving on expens- 
es and increasing revenue 
without taxation is most wel- 
соте. There is tremendous 
‘emotional and political pres- 
sure towards actions some of 
which may result in long- 
term consequences that we 
may regret For example, 
there are moves to cut down. 
on training, compensation, 
manpower, travel, and other 
expenses. All of a sudden ev- 
eryone is an expert on how 
"we can raise money or cut 
down on expenditures. 


Consequences 

We, in the private sector, 
experienced the same sce- 
nario during the financial cri 
sis of the 80s. There were 
cutbacks in expenses, man- 
power and anything тап 
agement could get their 
hands on. Some of these 
moves had long-term effects 
оп the competence and com- 
petitiveness of the company. 
For example, cutbacks on 
taining always hurt the 
long-term capacity of the or- 
ganization. 1 always tell my 
clients that if you find train- 
ing expensive, try ignorance. 
In the area of compensation, 
there is a saying that ‘If you 
pay peanuts, you get mon- 
keys We also leamed that 
for cost reduction to be long 
term and effective, it must be 
recurring and permanent. 
‘Changes must be made in the 
‘way we operate in manufac- 
turing an item or in deliver- 
ing a service. Otherwise, 
costs reduced due to man- 
dates and ‘flavorof-the- 
month campaigns always 
creep back when the pres- 
sure is relieved. 

Manpower reduction is al- 
ways dramaticand shows the 
seriousness and resolve of 
the organization to cut costs. 
There is no better time than 
now to seize the present op- 
portunity for government 

that are overstaffed and 
inefficient. This can produce 
long-term savings provided 
that the position is not re- 
placed by consultants or out- 
sourced and that other posi- 
tions are not created now 
and in the future. Manpower 
reduction, however, is always 
painful and controversial 
even with generous separa- 
tion packages. It demoralizes 
not only those laid off but al- 
зо those remaining behind. 
This is particularly true if the 
change causes the survivors 
10 work much harder with- 
out additional compensation. 
There are also great political 
and social consequences. Un- 
employment adds to poverty 
and social discontent. It pro- 
duces potential problems 
such as crimes and makes 
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people easy prey to danger- 
‘us ideologies. 

Another traditional and 
dramatic response to the cri- 
sis is spending restraint. 
Again, any effort is always 
welcomed. Aside from the 
great possibility of expendi- 
tures creeping back when no- 
body is watching, indiscrimi- 
mate cost-cutting across the 
board always hurts the orga- 
nization. In the public sector, 
this usually results in reduc- 
ing the delivery of services. 
‘Translated into operating 
terms, this means less books, 
classrooms, teachers, med- 
icines, doctors, etc. When 
this is carried unreasonably, 
it compromises фе accom- 
plishment of the mission of 
the government agency. And 
most unfortunately at all, it 
does not address the issue of 
good governance and cor- 
ruption. 


Cost-cutting 

In the private sector, man- 
power costs usually con- 
tribute a small portion of the 
total product or service pack- 
age cost. Our biggest items of 
costs are almost always on 
materials and supplies. І be- 
lieve that this is also true іп 
the public sector. Personnel 
services are likely to be less 
than the costs of materials 
supplies, services purchases 
and infrastructure projects. 
When we embark on our cost 
reduction and continuous 
improvement programs in 
the private sector, we there- 
fore focus on the area of 
greatest costs namely pur- 
chased materials and ser- 
vices. It comes to no surprise 
when the annual recurring 
materials cost savings can Бе 
equivalent to the annual pay- 
той ofan organizational unit. 
Itcomes alsoat no surprise in. 
my experience with the pri- 
vate sector that my buyers or 
purchasing agents are some 
of the most sought members 
of a cost reduction or meth- 
ods improvement team. 


Supply chain 

Having discussed е 
above premise, | therefore 
propose that we focus our 
national efforts on the pur- 
chasing or supply chain man- 
agement processes of various 
government agencies and de- 
partments. Efforts in this area. 
produce more pesos with less 
hassle, ‘blood and tears 
when compared to efforts in 
the manpower area. I believe 
that it will squarely address 
the two critical and immedi- 
ate issues namely that of op- 
timizing scarce resources and 
the issue of corruption and 
govemance. Corruption after 
all is associated with the pro- 
curement process, therefore 
a focus on processes, struc- 
tures and competences and 
most of all values will ad- 
dress this issue. 

There is much to be said 
about the competency and 
professionalism in the supply 
chain management system. 
The private sector is not even 
immune to these shortcom- 
ings. While procurement is 
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ve in a young person’s workplace? 


WORKING 
WOUNDED 


Bob Rosner 


accentuates the bumps and pits of 
acne. So long, bad-skin set! 
Unfortunately, many employers 
have pink fluorescens out for old- 
er workers. They've got a lot of 
misconceptions about the over-40 
crowd, and, if possible, stop you at. 
the door without even asking any 
questions. Your job, therefore, isto 
rout those misconceptions by de- 
liberately shining the spotlight on 
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your own experience-driven skills 
The tips below should help. Also 
check ош Jean Walkers book, 
"Age Advantage" (Berkeley, 2000). 
Can you demonstrate that 
you're techno-literate? Young pco- 
ple often think that we old geezers 
don't know a modem from remote. 
Prove 'em wrong. Go into inter- 
views with your Palm out (not that 
palm, your PDAI), your e-mail ad- 
dress on your business card, and 
stories about how you've used 
technology to solve problems in 
your previous jobs. Heck, don't 
limit your tech experience to the 
job—one 71-year-old friend has 
meta string of great dates online! 
Сап you demonstrate that 
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you're current on issues in your in- 
dustry? Young guns often think 
that older folks are out of date. 
Prove 'em wrong. Talk up current 
trends in your industry. Cite recent 
articles you've read in your indus- 
try journals. Go to an industry con- 
ference and mention something 
you heard on a pancl. And do an 
online search of the company, its 
industry and its competitors. 

Can you demonstrate that 
you're ready to work hard? Some 
young whippersnappers think the 
‘over-40 crowd are one long lunch 
and a nap. Prove ‘em wrong. Re- 
search the companies you're inter- 
viewing, then go into your inter- 
views with ideas. Tell them how 
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you'd tackle some of their issues; 
tell them how you handled simitar 
issues in the past; talk with passion 
and animation that will demon- 
strate the energy you'll bring to the 
job. 

Are you willing to confront the 
salary issue head on? Older work- 
ers are often more expensive and 
that tums some employers off. Tell 
"em they may be wrong. Ideally, 
you've shown them youre worth 
every penny you want above your 
previous salary. But if money is the 
final obstacle between you and a 
hot new job, consider offering 
them options. For example, can 
you stan with a lower salary and 
performance targets that will trig- 


gera bonus? And there are always 
options in lieu of cash. 

Don't let ageism keep you ош. 
Use the tips above to cast yourself 
in the best possible light. Then, 
hopefully, you'll find yourself in a 
new job—AND in the pink. 

Here are the results from a re- 
cent workingwounded.com/ABC- 
news.com online ballot: Which 
song title best describes the chal- 
lenge of getting a job as an older 
person? 

—Easy, 15.7 percent 

—Basy to be hard, 15.7 percent 

—Easy and slow, 63.3 percent 

(М: Rosner is based in Seattle, 
Washington, USA. E-mail him at 
bob@workingwounded.com.) 
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Effective procurement can be a solution to fiscal crisis 


From page B4 


the st area that organizations 
spend their money itis usually the least 
area of attention in terms of training, 
development and even compensation. 
No wonder, we are getting what we de- 
serve, Purchasing technologies now 
provides us opportunities for win-win 
solutions with the suppliers, Aside from 
cost effectiveness, we will also get the 
benefit of improvements in quality, re- 
sponse time and agility for our products 
and services. 


Proposed steps 
What should be, therefore, 

steps? If we have operations improve- 
ment teams and continuous improve- 
ment programs, we should redirect 
their focus towards this area. If we don't 
have mechanisms for continuous im- 
provement, we should immediately or- 
ganize these teams, train and empower 
them to go for recurring savings in ma- 
terials and supplies 


Change our paradigms on purchas- 
ing and supplier management from a 
clerical or commercial activity to а 
strategic effort Re-engineer our supply 
chain structures and processes, and im- 
prove our staff competencies. 

Superior procurement structures and. 
processes with professional people im- 
bued with the right values will reduce if 
not eliminate the drain of resources 
coming from corruption and bad gover- 


nance. Then, we can realistically hope wish you good luék and God speed! 


for sustained total lower procurement 
costs that will mean getting more books, 
classrooms, medicines and services even 
with reduced budgets.” 

"Thank you, Gus for sharing with us 
your thoughts on the matter. Thank you, 
Big Picture Advocate for your letter as 
well. We hope the information given 
will be very helpful for all of us affected 
by the looming fiscal crisis. With that, 1 
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MERALCO 


INVITATION 
TO APPLY FOR 
ACCREDITATION 


Meralco is inviting all interested parties to apply for qualification 


as an accredited: 


© Contractor for caisson-type or bored pile foundation 


for transmission poles 


© 150 Certified Supplier for galvanized steel pole hardware 
Please contact Mr. Gil R. Udarbe at tel. 632-8821 or visit 
Procurement, Lopez. Bldg. Meralco Ctr., Ortigas Ave., Pasig 


P990/ month Fixed Rate Billing, 
No per Minute Charges, 
No Long Distance Charges, 
Unlimited Air-time, 
and Wide Coverage Area’ 


APPEAL TO YOU, 
AND YOU NEED 
FEATURES LIKE... 


Instant Conference Calls, 
Multiple Talk Groups, 
Group Broadcast, 
Group Monitoring, 
and Private Call, 


WE ARE THE 
COMMUNICATIONS 
SOLUTION FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS. 


CONTEL 


We're Really Letting You Talk. 


7224 Malugay St. Makati City * Tel. Nos. 812-6256 to 59 / 843.0281 ю 84 * ох 8183078 / 8121515 
‘wwrw.contel.com.ph % email address: sales@contel.com.ph 


Send feedback through e-mail to ad- 


(Ms Puangco is CEO and chair of An- vice@ancillaede.com.ph or fax to 892- 
йа Enterprise Development Consulting. 2902.) B 


The New Jaguar X-Type 
Ownership Starts at P2.325 M 


Jaguar X-Type2.0L V6 Classic 


:3-уеаг or 100,000-km. 
Premium 


JAGUAR CARS, INC. 


Jaguar Makati: 


Jaguar Ortigas: 


ENZO Bldg. 
Tel. 897- 
E-mail. salesfajaguar.coj 
‘ADB Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City’ 
Tel. 633-3976; 633-3977, 633-3978 


JAGUAR 


Born to perform 


Jaguar Service Helpline: +83 9209-JAGUAR (+63 9209-524827) 
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CONSULTING 
presents 


THE SECRET Sor 
POWERFUL 


RETAIL MARKETING 


September 16 and 17,2004 
New World Hotel, Makati 


Know what it takes to succeed in marketing from some of the most ` 
seasoned individuals in the retail marketing industry 


From Branding to Advertising, PR and Research, this seminar promises 
to be a holistic and comprehensive approach to help you create a 
distinct competitive advantage for your retail business. 


HANDS-ON AND INTENSIVE — -- 
Get innovative yet uncomplicated solutions to your retail marketing 
dilemmas, join the workshop and group presentations and apply your 
newly-gained knowledge on-site. 


RELEVANT TO ALL RETAIL BUSINESSES --- c 
Small-time or large-scale, gain more insights and secrets about the key 
to marketing success and give your business a much-needed, long- 
deserved boost, regardless of the economic landscape. 


I prancas Yu former AVP Marketing of Shopnise Supercenter» Снінерінг Gibbs | 

former Managing Director of LVMH, UK Managing Director, Reall Consulting Group Asia 
+ Angelito F.Pagayon President and CEO, Admin Inc. Margie Espino Business Features 
Editor, Phil. Dally inquirer Marie Lee Managing Director, Taylor, Nelson, Sotes + Carl 
‘Cruz General Customer Development Manager - Unilever Richard Soriano President, 
BCD Pinpoint = Jasen Ko President, Act Media > Angeline Sy Flelchter Managing 
Directo, AWI- Dr. Ben Paul Gutierrez Asso. Professor and Chai BA Department Univ.of 
the Phils, College of Business Administration 


Reserve now and avail of the 
Early Bird rate of P 10,000 (until August 27 only) 


Regular rate is P 12,000 
Reserve for 4 and send 1 attendee FREE! 
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FOR SALE 


STL SCAFFOLDINGS 
GENERATORS TOWER 
CRANES IH TRANSIT. 
MIXERS CONCRETE PUMPS 
CONST. ELEVATORS SKID 
LOADERS 
TADANO and P&H cranes 


Call Jho Tel # 725371617244413 
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GIVEN INGPEN COURT fish dy. 004b le Cty 
ct Cagayan og Or Phones. 


(Sod) LEONARDON,DEMECILLO 
Peso Mass 


Republica ihe Pritpgines 
‘REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
ah Judicial Region 
[55 
Cagayan de Or Cy 
во@лово. CNLCASENO 202082 
[5] 


ENGR ELEZERG. ter SUMOFMONEYA. 


Tus teats of a complot or som ol money and damages 
Medby piant. пасоша agas өнетін. 

Tes case was cipal lela Branch 230l scout 
"tias стоков то hs за on March 21, 2009, upon moon. 
al paral. солод wih Ст! Case Но 202279 
оез Pool ci me Phupones vs Eng. Era 8 Varo" 
{er aia ene iad w to out 

‘Summons was ten stud cn March 31. 2009 butt каз 
типе! зел rhe reas al aeferdant vas no unge 
"neget tne gen aadress 

‘On Ages 24, 20st liesan er gana maton lor leave 
losen sumcons by putcaton алей was aed m an ordet 
Фива zune 8.2003 эштән was en serves у санла 
"he Phlgone Da rure nes uy 1. 2003 iu 

Oo Sapete: 17.2003. pent eda похот ю decre 
dient defaut tor аге tolra answer anatoset eani к 
Teephca ә nonce ol pan ox para was потат cenas 
‘an order cated Separbor 19. 2003 cr tr 1o соту} wh 
Seco 1, le 14 8na Seton 3, Rule 9 cl De 1987 les of 
Gri Procedure 

ез1 э! ting a raten rcnt pared teca 
metontroroanoerrag ca Decenter 16,2009 OnDecentar 
242003 para sa nonfesatonc!compiance min moton 
тосе encore oetan and racepben o! erence expat. 
Acl whch were ot en due course 

Finally, on ach 1, 2008, раш! Med a mation or 
reckon ote берилиш 18 2002050 ich na cout. 
ing same mettono, gane ап order ateg March 10. 
зг elencat was hoy ecared m dela 

Pia upon manon. prostat s висе or parte 
buo mo Banc Ciok ot Coat 

Ттт tacts эз exabishedin Ihe арап тта солем 
andevcencoclparaconssngol me ca esmany gara, 
ите! and documentary exhib "lo ad er ый- 
әйтү» rero sre as lows 

"Sometme п 1906 delerdant purchased rom раны! 
avemcion raras vo P814 283 1 paren, darc 
‘sued pra смех son PA 28211 bu bounceddue too 
Sican Fun: Pani! ne, пилане: saratam demand 
беорзу othe ed Here, Pango! вестта case Ior 
оола 2002 ands соту 2003. 

‘nconoacton wan he Мед ol 1s case. Para merod 
Paso lor lang oes P15 230 (bx ubican fe. кісіге 
onc when he лесе п came casa no 2002379 m be sum ot 
PEDI ang P100.00 as aromas е In adoton: па 54062 
‘eles mugis and emtirastten as an atem tor алса 
тейен nóernteaien n a ит ol Р 00000 

The небике ol pari was пи courted by аала 
hanaang ton cecir па lor анар e answer Ths 
їл cas в ote soy on һе bas c pants omdence 
hog occu oy parc өрді) тока me avard ct 
Albrmeys (ae and damages veis ine alondant 
rcunsdnces 

However perusal ol та racord ра case еза tons. 
‘tana court nas or acqued jensen veh person le 
instit at иш тк пала tee рли 

=) 

'IMEREFORE, gant bas олда i lavor o! 
раш элд ұра gelengan обет па шва о po paru 
Б c РЕМ 2621 ps L^» rest pr annum fom he 
eg c ms compel unti uly pad, Par Deng no wit 
agerent as 1o rires. P5000 00 опу as morai damages 
P25 000 dost nua s tao conte aa case was ean 
separa an P23 3 00 lor logon expensa 

'SOORDERED 

ISSUED a Bh day ot ay 2000 CopondeOroCty 


(Sad) LEONARDO  DEMECLLO 
Presong asgo 
IPON- борти 8.2004) 


More Classified 
Ads оп page B2 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - ——- 


^ CLASSIFIEDS _. 


COMMISSION ON APPOINTMENTS 
Pasay City 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF VACANCIES 
Pursuant to Mandate of R.A. 7081 


One (1) Supervising Legislative Staff Officer Il 
(Committee Secretary) Item No. 43-3 SG 24-1 
Q.S.: Bachelor's degree іп relevant Social Sconce course. Four (4) years of 
felevant experience, Twenty-four (24) hours of relevant taining in technical 
wing, ediig and prootreading,Proteentin techvical and cdminisratve wring 
Фо. business correspondence, minutes ol meeting, resoluions, reports etc. 
fas systematic and procedural skiis for mut-asked work atmosphere; song 
team player has great attention о details: behavioral Next, wiling 10 work 
Under pressura 1o moot ight deadlines and demonstrles irtiatve: conscientious 
land provides folow through on all areas ol responsibies and Career Service 
Protessional енуше 
‘One (1) Legislative Staff Officer VI (Field Investigator) 
йет No. 38-1 SG 22-1 
QS: Bachelors degree relevant 1o tha job, Four (4) years relevant experience, 
егиу lour (24) hours of relevant raining. computer Merate and Career Service 
Protessional egiie. 
One (1) Legislative Staff Officer It 
(Audio Visual Officer) Item No. 100 SG 16-1 
Q.S.: Bachelor's degree relevant to the job. Experience in operation and 
maintenance о sound system preerred and Career Service Prolessional elei. 
Previous applicants need not apply 

Send Comprehensive Resumé with 2x2 colored picture to: 

‘Commission on Appointments, SF PNB Financial Center, 

Pres. Diosdado Macapagal Blvd., Pasay City. 


PAMBANSANG 
PANGASIWAAN 


SA PAGKAIN 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


MATIMYAS BLDG., 101 E. RODRIGUEZ SR. АУЕ. QUEZON CITY 
TEL NO (632) 712-3341 TO S4 FAX МО: (532) 712-1110 Emad wm fa gov ph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO 


The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA) ives auhoszed dsibulorstiener to 
‘ni or уоту эла 1o bid tox a Supply эла емет cl Varus Laboratory 
Tr ta Use d no Food Development Contr as ойс: 


аартап 


Тез Approved 
Budget 


CHEMISTRY SECTION 
Sample Concent wd Dry Bock Hasier РЗ 


National Power Corporation 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
NPC-PSD-2004-11 


“The Bids and Awards Committee (BAC)-PSD of NPC invites interested bidders о apply for eligibility 
and to bid for ho following requirements: 


SCHEDULE TTEMDESCRIPTION APPROVED 


THE CONTRACT 


‘DATE OF BIDDING: OCTOBER 1.2004: $8 AN 
TIA | iO.SUPPLYOFLABOR MATLSCONSUUABLES, 
TOOLS а EQUIPT, DETALED ENGG FOR THE 


РЕГЕН ТҮБӨ 


BOTHER VITAL PARAMETERS 
3O-SUPRLY OF LABOR. MATL CONSUMABLES, 
TOOLS 8 EQUIP DETAILED ENGG FORTHE 
iSTALLATION COMMISSIONING OF РО BASED 
DATA ACOQUISTION SYSTEM FOR МОЕ 14. 
EXHAUST GAS A RESISTANCE BULE 
MONITORING SYSTEM 
х OCTOBER i 2008 2507 
COLORED PLOTTER PRINTER. SOFTWARE 
UPGRADE АСОБ SPATIAL ANALYST 8 
ENVIRONMENTAL VISUALIZING INSTRUMENT 
Ен. 
DATE OF Ооо: OCTOBER 4, 2004 $30 AM. 
THC! [ INTEGRATED MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM SOPTWARELOCAL AREA 
NETWORK PES) 
тєк | SEGECUATONVALVETORBORERFEED- 
PUMP W ACTUATOR AND ACCESSORIES (P62) 
TIS — | -10.SUPPLY OFLABOR EMATLS FOR THE. 
PARTIAL RETUBING OF BORER 
ECONOMZER PES 
CONG: OCTOBER 4. 3554: ERU PM 
"VACUUM CIRCUTT BREAKER. 
VARIUS RECORDER CHARTE 
‘SUPPLY SERVICES FOR THE ACID CLEANING: 
EUNT st BORER, INCLUDING ENGINEERING. 
SUPERVISION. MATLS. SUPPUES INSTALLATION. 
QE TEMPORARY FACLITES W TOOLS & EQUPT. 
‘DATE GF BIDDING: OCTOBER 6, 2004: 200 PM 
TEE 1 20 SUPPLY OF LABOR E MATLS ТЕ 
REPAR OF DIFERENTIAL PRESSURE 
onnon Pez 
Ter —| COOUNG TOWER GEREOT 
DATE OF SIDONG: OCTOBER 7, 2008 9:00 AM 
Тін Т GAUGE TEMPERATURE. SURGE SUPPRESSOR 
L3 


Бароат 


д 


Шету 


сес 


BOTTI 


Еси 
ZBE D0 SOSNY) 
28GF 04407 Р) 


E 
P0820000. 
Pr2.so0.00000 


SPBENOWUR шіге 


ЕГШ. ЛЕШЕ ШЕЛ: 


эроргоышго1} | 127200000 


vason Cane Long Вей 35509. 


THE "| WOTOR MOUCTON TYPE SOUPRELCAGE SPGPAORGN LS] | 338550000 


"gisiDsbison Ura В ACCESS 
Mate тас 

енесі Car 
Tremenygorsir 


TO SUPPLY OF LABOR UATIS COUT FOR. 
THEREIFOHITTING OF STATION TRANSFORMER 
Grout 


mm | gREAKER AT LGPP& TOUPORADE THE EXISTING. 


БЕСТЕ) 
CERCUIT RATED CAPACITY OF 1200 A TO 1500 A [PB2) 


P3.00000000 


agas Voie eto 
Frape bares 

phe 

Elan Render od Reesor 
MICROBIOLOGY SECTION 

gite 

ете ы Ел та 
Lato Cat 

Depereete 

Poote Jas 


THEE —]-EUMNATOR DRIFT TYPE CELLULAR, TU 12x 

DATEGFBIDONG: OCTOBER 7. 2004, 2:00 PA 

ті | 20 SUPPLY OF LABOR WATLS TECHT 
SUPERVISION IN THE REPAIR INSTALLATION OF 

Rorweut PUMP MOTOR VENTILATING DUCT OF 

MAKGAMFLANTS A, 

1O -SUPPLY OF LABOR UATIS E TOOLS COURTS 

TECHL SUPERVISION FOR THE APPLICATION OF 

HIGH VOLTAGE INSULATION COATING HVC) AT 

клн PLANTS BEC SWITCHYARDS 

ЗО SUPPLY OF LABOR. МАТ & EQUPT TOR THE 

RENAD OF UTLITY un COMPRESSOR OF PLANT C 

| SUNTNO 2 INSTRUMENT ARCOMPRESSOR 


қапа” —| PAROS 


GUI] 


Есад 


БЕ ЕДД 
pror (RP) 


Poste Washer 
[-— 171107] 


Note: A Pre-Bidng Conference willbe heid at the Bidding Room for th folowing bidding schedules on: 


Hepa Fits 10r Can Berch 
NST. Tacesie Tremener Tio OTE 


ТАТ 11А2 [Sept 17, 2004: 9:00 АМ 
1187 Sept 17.2004: 200 PM 
TICT- T1C3 | Sept 20.2004: 9.00 AM 


тзЕт—т1Е2 | Sept 22, 2004; 200 PM 
TIET-TiFd | Sept 23,2004. 8.00 AM 
311-1163 | Sept 23, 2004; 200 PM 


TID1— 1103” T Sept 20. 2004: 2:00 PM 


Chloe ies fw ОРО тезден ша 
PHYSICAL AND SENSORY 

Ecrane Laneratony Top Load Banc 
Тепсе чаттан Recorder 


Complete зен of Application form for Eigbilty and Bid Documents may be obtained from the Procurement 
Services Devon, Materals Management Dept of NPC, Diman. Quezon Сау upon payment of non relundabla 
Tee of PHP 500 00 per schedule staring on September 8, 2004. issuance of eligibility and bid documents 
mornings only, 8:30 lo 11:30 AM up fo the specified time as stated In the bid schedules above. No bid 
documents wil be issued three (3) calendar days before the date о! bidding. 

Баз wit be тосот atthe assigned Bidding Room, PSD. MMD. МРС. Diman, Quezon Сау on the dale and 


ees min peresaton probes 
Mersageai Weg Ser 

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT ONISION 
"мак Wess. Cass E2 

‘Sander Weghs Cass F1 

SHELFLIFE TESTING 

lass Desseator 

THERMAL PROCESS. 

AST Gass Theron 


Soplamber 28,2004 (1000 AM 
Осо, м 1000 AM) 
[form 


Preticóeg Сопло, 0n Ft, NFA 
ect and Opening Bs. 10h Fo. NFA 
Sémesco соу олетепӊ ani bd 

proposes 

[m] Оле d ebgbaty documents and bá proposals 
Eioyrearerens rayo secured ron ге BAC Secreianat 10h Por Matas Bwiorg Nana 
Food Aunty 101 Е Roenguer Sr Avenue Ouezon Cay apon presnaten ol Lene of ent 
apechyng he eqapmeriton tote bes Sides documents may inae эе series vom BAC 
Secreta ard Ve sane srat be ssvad 1o prospecne Doses upon payment P2 00 00. ron 
renga ee Ary орыс bader can bd ior ne ors Ге es For karar келғен. you may cal 
ите но 712.6815 Roger or Tel No 7123941 upto 49 local 2325. 

NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. TO WAIVE ANY REQUIRED 
FORMALITY IN THE BOS RECENED PROVIDED THAT SUCH WAVER DOES NOT REFER TOA 
MAJOR DEVIATION МА BID AND TO ACCEPT ONLY SUCH BOS WHICH ARE ADVANTAGEOUS 
TO THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. 


($96) PEDRO S. HERNANDO. JA. 
Deputy Amn & Слаотал BAC 


(POI - September 8 8 15. 2004) at 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Health 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
CENTRAL OFFICE BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
агро. #6, SAN LAZARO COMPOUND. RIZAL AVENUE. STA CRUZ. 
1003 MANILA. PHILIPPINES 
TEL NO. (632) 743 8901 LOCAL 1601; Woost adress: www doh gov gh. 
‘August 29, 2004 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
1. The Department of Heath (DOH) recewed inancing from the Commision ot 
{nlormaton and Communication Technology s e-government fund forthe 
Sulomaton ofthe Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFAD), wherein twenty топ 
‘pesos (P20,000,000) паз been earmarked as approved budget of contract 
{RSC orta “Development and implemertaton ofan Automates Saluton or 
the BFAD.” 
The DOH hereby invites firms wih he expertise and atleast years experience 
in project management, systems engineenng, systems improvement and 
information system and web ‘and implementation 10 apply lor 
"окуму and ог shorbstng. Interested bios may downioad requromants 
ffem the ООН мерзне or inspect ne bid documents Soptember 3, 2004. кот 
110.00 am to 300 pm. Purine inlormation may be obtained trom the Central 
lies Вав and Awards Commiteo (СОВАС) Socrotarat namely Ms. Coney 
LaberarvMs. Dobbie Бар at 1 Buling 6. ООН. San Lazaro Compound, Sia. 
luz Mania, Tel No. 742-8301 local 1214 or 1601 respecte or sond апо. 
mas io esliberan@eo.doh.gov.ph or lacsimio 1o 711-6067 11-8273. 
Acomploe sot ol bid documents may be purchased by interested bidders upon 
Submision ol a etier o intent and upon payment ol non-refundable fee ol hve 
nousand pesos (PhPS.000). Deadline for tne submission of eligi & 
Shonistng requirements is on September 17, 2004 at 10.00 am. 
Major components о! the project includes, system enginoering. system and 
Зонага development о! tne BFAD integrated locaton system ard до, 
Scanning and indexing of сапа documents, identlicaton of additonal 
hardware and software required, airing and systems implementaton and 
manionanco 
А pre-bd conleronce wil be held on Soplember 27, 2004 at 200 pm at tho. 
CÓGAC Contoronco Room. Oniy попів consultant wil bo iod о suba 
З proposal not iater тап October 22, 2004. Tha proposal shal be ovaluaied 
using a quabty cost based procedure at 6040 weight m tavor ol lechrical. Oniy 
Tecnica proposal with 75% taing wil bo һлалу conssdorod or evaluation. Al 
bs must bo accompaniod by a b sacurty уай ior runety (90) days equivalent 
ло of no ABC If inna torm of cortiod check, casts chock. managers 
"hock, bank ога contemod by a roputable юса bank or 1-5311 in a orm lor 
"a pank guarantoa coniirmed by а reputable local bank. 
Tho Department o Health rasorves һа ngn lo accept or rejec any bid and to annal 
the bidang process andor rejecta bs алу ine prorto award ol contract wihout 
Maroy mieumng any taty 10 ле апоста bdr or baders or any obigaton 12 
"inform tne aftecod аде o дес ol the grounds ға Deparment o Hat. 


By Authority of o Socrotary ot Heat: 
(Sod ) ALEXANDER A. PADILLA 
Undorsocretary of itean 
Crarporson. COBAC 


time spected above alier whch избу Roquremonts and Bid Proposals vil be opened in the presence ol atendng 
bidders. Cericats о! Regstaton issued by oiher NPC ofico's wil be honored provided that ће Cerlication is stil 
Vale. Prospectve Bidders shall sgy conlomance o bidding tems and conditions а required and shall ensure e 
‘Same through propor submesonioxeculion іп accordance wah the IRR ol "Republic Act 9184. 

“The Sader shali tomis as part o пате bi, a bid secur in the amount equivalent 10 а percentage of the 
approved budget forthe contrac to be bd in the Torm of Cash, Manager s/Cashers Chock, revocable Leier ot 
‘reat = One Percent (150, Surely Bond — Two and a hall percent (2 5*5). panal and callable on demand with 120 
‘Says таму poned Irom the dale o opening af bids sued by а Surety or Insurance Company accredited by ће 
Giles of ine Insurance Commission. 

'NPC reserves the nghtto reject any or al bids at any time pror to award of contract, waive any delects therein, 
and secepl the olier most advantageous 1o the Corporation, without thereby curing any ofthe following: a) labi 
‘whatsoever і оба expenses or losses the bor may incu in Ine praparatton ol the bids and b) obligation lo 
оп їл aocted bidder or bidders of he grounds for he basis о! те ВАС action. 


CHAIRMAN 
Bids and Awards Committee 


(POL September 1 в 8.2004) PON 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Contracting of a Manufacturer / Supplier to Supply and Installation of the 20 kWp 
Photovoltaic (РУ) - 20 kW Diesel Generator (DG) Hybrid Power System, including 
instrumentation controls and necessary protection in Barangay New Ibajay, EI Nido, 
Palawan 
under the Project "Renewable Energy-Based Village Power System (Project ID 
00033498) 


[UIN] 
БІР | 


The Development Support Services Center (DSSC) of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) would like to invite local and international manufacturers and/or suppliers 
to apply for eligibility and to bid for the supply and installation of the 20 kWp Photovoltaic 
(РУ)-20 KW Diesel Generator (DG) Hybrid Power System, including instrumentation controls. 
and necessary protection in Barangay New Ibajay, El Nido, Palawan under the project 
“Renewable Energy-Based Village Power System (Project ID 00033498)". 


The project aims to demonstrate the viability of a small-scale renewable energy service 
company (RESCO) as a delivery mechanism to off-grid area and operated on a “fee for 
‘service basis", and the abovementioned procurement is one of the component activity under 
the project. 


Bidding Documents (Requirements for Eligibility, Instructions to Bidders, Terms of Reference 
and Standard Conditions of Contract) may be secured personally, upon payment of a non- 
refundable amount of Philippine Pesos Three Thousand (PhP 3,000.00), from the following 
address: 


Development Support Services Center 
United Nations Development Programme 
7° Floor NEDA sa Makati Building 
106 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City (Ма courler) 
Tel. No. (632) 892 06 11 loc. 275 
Fax No. (632) 816 40 61 / 893 2610 


Intemational suppliers are encouraged to appoint and authorize Philippine-based counterparts 
to secure the bidding documents and submit proposals for and in their behalt. 


The abovementioned Bidding Documents will be released to all interested parties strictly 
{fom September 9 to September 22, 2004 only. The Bidding Documents shall contain ali 
instructions on the rules, procedures, bid opening dates, other schedules and requirements, 


All prospective bidders are required to conduct ocular site inspection on September 23- 
25, 2004. A Certificata of Site Inspection from the Barangay Chairman, duly noted by DOE 
‘and ОМОР, shall be issued thereafter. A pre-bid conference shall be conducted on 
September 27, 2004, 2:00 PM at the UNDP Office. Ай terms, conditions, specifications 
‘and related matters will be discussed during the pre-bid conference. 


UNDP reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive any defect or informality therein. 
accept the bid and award the contract to the mos! advantageous offer to the UNDP based 
‘on UNDP criteria. UNDP assumes no obligation or responsibilty whatsoever to compensate 
or indemnify the bidder for any expense or loss that may be incurred for the preparation of 
bids, nor does it guarantee that an award will be made for this Contract. 


(899) ETHELIND B. CAPUNO 


Manager, DSSC. 
ЕЕЕ 


PHILIPPINE D ЕК i DS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 


Ой pees ets fA 

DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 


Trunk Lino: (632) 845-2334 to 38 12:00 noon. 
Day before publication. 


See RAC ES ETS ааа 


а ABS 


P4 
ANITA SINGIAN АЛАП | 77777. 


| 
Born on July 26, 1918 | Peacefilly joined our Lord on September 6, 2004 


at the age of 74. 


Peacefully joined our Lord on September 6, 2004 Loving husband of Lucia S. Orense, Cherished father of | 


Rayment and Liza, Victor and Jowee, Angie and 
lobby Dolendo and Beloved grandfather of Gino, 
ч IS 5 Ricky, Pocholo, Stella, Al id Andrea. 
Her bereaved brothers and sisters Cristino (1), Ester Rivera (1), EL ON 3 

Ж um 2 lis remains. lie in state at Mount Carmel Shrine, 
Corazon Pecson, Remedios Panlilio (1), Consuelo Madrigal (1), [Potes lotes Nev Maniis Quen CU, 
Jesus (+) and Carmen; and her nephews and nieces, grandnephews еки i 
and nieces, and great grandnephews and nieces and other relatives 3 uices ssec pr V 

б А х, 

and friends, request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of Bor = авз 


her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the family's ancestral home in the City ec X 


of San Fernando, Pampanga. DR. MANUEL CIFRA ALIN AS 


Interment will be on Thursday, September 9, 2004 at the San UST College of Medicine Batch 1987 


Peacefully joined our Lord on September б, 2004 


Fernando Catholic Cemetery, after the 9:00 a.m. Holy Mass at the at the age of 52. 
Metropolitan Cathedral, City of San Fernando, Pampanga. His wife Evelyn; loving children Ian, Aiza, Carmi & Beatrice; 


parents Paquito and Cely: brothers & sisters Mel and Moppette, 
Ralph and Susan, Beth and Bobblt, nephews & nieces RG, Ryan, 
Michelle, Mickey & Gibby request the pious readers to pray for the 


Tn lieu of flowers, donations to the CWL Free Clinic - San Fernando eternal repose of his soul 
areal Ge саа His remains Не in state at La Funeraria Paz, Sucat, Paraiaque City 


Interment schedule will be announced later. 


e 25 


ASRS 


“On This Day O Beautiful 
' Mother, 
We Give You Our Love" 


f 


Сһопа Тайаба | | of 


Binondo, Manila; San Fernando, La Union; 
R “ il and Cervantes, Ilocos Sur 
охаѕ 0% Peacefully joined his Creator 
December 6, 1937 - September 8, 2003 en September 5, 2004 at the age of 60. 
Today, the Feast of Our Lady's Nativity, her beloved family His beloved parents Jose (t) and Teresa (t), 
commemorates the 1st year of her passing wife Lolita, son Paul; brothers Filemon and 
Husband : Nardi Silos Ramon; sisters Leonora, Emiliana and 
Children and Grandchildren : Magdalena; mother-in-law, brothers and sisters- 
Ramy, Bo, Alex, Lean, gue Joshua and Jonah Roxas in-law, nephews, nieces, cousins, relatives and 
Randy, Lindy, Nikki, Tea and Matti Roxas friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
Monty, Tina, Julian, Alyssa, and Andy Roxas A 
Jojo sna Rea Rake | z eternal repose of his soul. 


аа His remains lie in state at Cattleya Funeral 
Miguel Silos 


Siem .: Муна, Мейе and Тенде Homes, San Fernando City, La Union. 


Brothers : Tits, Bobby and Learny A Interment will be on Friday, September 10, 
Deceased loved ones : Lorenzo, Expedita, Andy, Gregg and Nats 2004 at the Lingsat Cemetery, after an 8:30 A.M. 

A special Mass will be held at the Family Crematorium in Loyola Қ Mass at St. Williams Cathedral. 
Memorial Park, Marikina at 3 p.m. today. 5 


We, her family, request relatives, friends and pious readers to join us in 
prayer for the eternal repose of her soul. 


774903 


| An obituary with a picture || «ұу Gou so беа 
Бура | can be a fitting tribute to the world, 


Retiree of Distribution Division 


September 6, 2004 at the age of 74. 


агне gave His D 
аеоси И. your departed loved one. | | өту begotten Son; 
soe тосот. f | INQUIRER OBITUARIES ыы 
RESP elieyes in Him 

CREDIT CARDS REGUIAEMENTS: shall nof perish 


2. -i ec f Death Certificate à 
We design жи ерин © Any detention doemen (LD) but have 


j everlasting Ше.” 
i OBITUARIES | * DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT » MESSAGE OF THANKS — \ \ "ай 
for free. * DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS AY uH 
x " 


------ —— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER аа 


'" OBITUARIES ......... 


“Precious in the eyes ofthe Lond isthe deth of His falnat = 5 On this, the 8" day of September, 2004, 


im 


ENGR. CRISTINO the first month anniversary of the tragic demise of 
V. LAUREL 


of Talisay, Batangas and Better Living Subdivision, 
Parafingue City 


iiu ee ee CONG. NESTOR C. PONCE, JR 


Kaya to Wily and Evic (1) Cholo 
uth and Popo, Amp 
uncle brother Knight (КГС), employer 
cep ame ren ci epee ope gag : а : 
‘Our dear Crs was welcomed о a glorious bomecoming in his loving wife Evangeline L. Ponce, 
(Goa npn nt Spor, 200 He was 36 Prepared and 
Ніз human remains Не at the LA FUNERARIA PAZ, his children Jan Abigail, Nestor ITI and Maita Angeli 
SUCAT. De. A. Santos Ave. SucatParaingue (inside the Manila 7 
Mosen стрэ amor aes in bo wilh 
We Almighty Codi heaven А 
астен wil be оп Thursday, September 9. 2004 ar the his mother Honorata C. Ponce 
Manila Memorial Park, Seat Parque alier tne 10:00 am. Mass 


and all his brothers, sisters, in-laws and relatives 


wish to THANK all of those who 


«Once you have snatched P. 
~ me from death kept in their own special way, generously extended, 
ш--5» ШУ feet from. Б and who continue to offer their condolences, 
тиш d may | comfort and support to ease the pain in their time 
"ot me Іш "x of immeasurable grief. 
of the living.” 


A Psalm 56: 14 


"Eternal life will swallow up that 


which can die. God made us for “Lam the resurrection and life. He who believes in Me will live, 
Z even though he dies;and whoever believes in Me will never dic 
John 11:25-26 


JAIME LIM TEE 


Peacefully joined his Creator on September 4, 2004 
at the age of 91. 


this very reason ШІ; Не has 


His bereaved wives Rosita Yu (t) and former Mayor Vicky Lao Lim of Gasan, 
Marinduque: children Lily and James (7) Ting, Alice and Samson Kho, Jane and 
Samson Tung, Jimmy and Jinky, Aida and Tony Chan, James, Jervina and Tasos 
Kousloglou, Hon. James Marty. Jaivic and Denise, Jacqueline and Yannick Loaëc, 
and Hon. Jaime Jasper together with all the grandchildren, other relatives and friends 
request your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 

When life reaches its = 
it doen't mean іе end afa jum diss His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 12 G. Araneta Avenue, 
1 marks a new beginning v tee Quezon City. Necrological services will be held immediately after the 6:00 p.m. Mass 
pas Fie wand nie Gosia) К on Thursday, September 9, 2004. 

бөге зи not forge (гер т. СУ ЖАУ 
обол эс шлу out очат < 6 Interment will be on Friday, September 10, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. at the Manila 
memories to а special tomorrow 2 d “pp riu Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. Will depart at Arlington at 8:00 a.m. 
when we will be united again one NATIONAL 


a ее e d З | е L ASS I F || Е р S In lieu of flowers, the family will greatly appreciate your kind 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds. donation to Jaime Lim Tee Foundation, Inc. 


CLASSIFIEDS | 


(апалы Арс ала Faner Counet) 


тт) ақы 
CUBAO BRANCH El % аса ы 
a 


‘Dimon дуа! 


891 G/F, ST. ANTHONY'S BLDG Кт 
AURORA BLVD., COR. OXFORD ST., CUBAO, QUEZON CITY Ё Tender No. 27th RP-JFPP/2002/2004- 
Call AILEEN, PAT, ADELA or IRISH at TEL. NO.: 912-9008 TO 11 deese Sina INVITATION TO BID 


тһе National Agricultural and Fishery Сошісі (NAFC) hereby Invites 
sealed bids from Cooperative Development Authority (CDA) registered 
farmer cooperatives whose members are engaged іп rice production for 
the sale of 10,785 metric tons of Ammonium Sulphate and 8,593 metric 
tons of Urea Fertlizer both in bags lor December 2004 ship 


Bid documents she lable for Issuance starting So 


lee amounting to One 


For purposes of clarification, a pre-bidding conference will be 
‘conducted on September 14, 2004, 2:00 p.m. at NAFC, 4th Floor, Luzon 


Conference Room, Department of Agriculture Bldg., Elliptical Road, 
- Diliman, Quezon Cit. 


Fully completed sealed bids should be submitted not tater than 2:00 


p.m. on September 16, 2004. Bids recelved after the scheduled time will 
Н OTLI N Е fot be accepted/entarlalned and wil be returned unopened. 
For inquiries, please contact Engr. Alexander S. Daroya.at Telephone. 


Nos. 929-82-34 and 920-17-88. 


722-1144 • 122-1155 СБА ан 


(POI September 89,2004) 
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Napocor Gov't sees lower-than-projected 


rate hike 


backed public sector deficit in 2005 


SEVERAL business leaders have 

expressed support for the Energy 

Regulatory Commission's deci- By Michelle V. Remo percent of the country’s expected — billion in additional revenue. its medium-term target of reduc- committee challenged the gov- 
sion granting National Power gross domestic product (GDP) inance Undersecretary Nieves ing the CPSD to only 3 percentof ernments economic team to 
Corp. (Napocor) aprovisional au- THE COUNTRY'S consolidated because ofthe rate hike. Osorio, who is in charge of moni- GDP ahead of the schedule. prove its claim that a power rate 
thority to adjustits rates by an av- public sector deficit (CPSD) next Without the Napocor rate hike, toring the GOCCs, said during the Тһе DOF said the rate hike was hike would be better for the econ- 
erage of 97 centavos per kilowatt year is expected to reach only the CPSD is expected to reach hearing that Napocor and the fi- necessary to help Napocor ease omy in general. 

hour. $216 billion, down from the origi. P253 billion next year or 5 per- nance department were expecting its budget woes, which impacton Committee member беп. 

Former Energy Secretary Fran- па! projection of P253 billion, in cent of GDP the Energy Regulatory Commis- thegovernment'salready precari- Manuel Roxas II said during the 
cisco Viray said the provisional viewoftherecentlyapprovedhike | The Department of Finance sion (ERC) to approve anotherrate ous financial condition. hearing that the rate hike could 
authority given to Napocor “is а in National PowerCorp’srates. confirmed the accuracy of the hike before the end of the yearto Napocor is the single biggest li- make the country more unfriend- 
step in the right direction even if Napocor has the biggest deficit computations grant in full the original rate of in- ability of the national govern- ly to businesses, considering that 
it may just be a small step іп а among government-owned and- Тһе ways and means commit- crease sought by Napocor, ment, which committed to absorb it already has the second highest 
Jong journey towards getting the controlled corporations, so that tee, chaired by Sen. Ralph Recto, Napocor had proposed а rate the power firm's PSO0-bilon electricity cost in Asia (following 
power generation sector back in апу improvement in its financial isconducting ahearing on іне бв. increase of P1.87 per kilowatt- debt to help reform the country’s industrialized Japan). 
shape.” condition will reflectonthecoun- cal plantodetermine whether the hour, but the ERC approved only ailing power sector. He added that power rate in- 

Viray also said the subsequent try’s СРР position. Arroyo administration's tax mea- 98 centavos. The DOF said helping Napocor creases could force businesses to 
rate adjustments by power distri- During yesterday's Senate in- sures are appropriate. ‘The CPSD is expected to reacha solve its budget problems would close or relocate to another coun- 
bution utilities “is something we quiry on the government's fiscal Napocor’s budget deficit is ex- little over P180 billion or 3.6 per- make the government solve its су, like China 
all have to face in exchange for plan, the Senate committee on pected to hit P115 billion by the cent of the country’s GDP ifa sec- own fiscal woes, a move that "Му fear is that we may only be 
the certainty of power supply іп Ways and means said that based end of this year, But with the 98- ond rate increase will be approved. , would benefitthe economy іп ће looking at the problem witha fiscal 
themedium-term, and fora more оп its computations, the CPSD centavo rate hike, Napocor was Under this scenario, the gov- longterm. perspective and not with that of 
modern power sector in the long. would hitonly P216 billion or4.2._ estimated to generate about P37 ernment will be able to achieve. However, the ways and means the whole economy said Roxas, 
term.” 

Philippine National Bank 2 
mae ern и ыш e irms to put up 
move was a positive signal to the 
financial community as it under- Й 
scored ће government's resolve h b D t 
ЗЕ шш! be ubs ш Dumaguete 
sue. E 
Consumer Oil Price Watch By Alex Pal tremely surprised and excited" 
chair Raul Concepcion also e z PDI Visayas Bureau with the 50 percent passing rate 
backed the increase although among Dumaguete applicants, in 
he was “disappointed that the {Л DUMAGUETECITY—Atleasttwo contrast to the 25 percent passing 
rate increase granted is sub- ; companies that use information average in Manila, Hartley said. 
stantially lower than the technology heavily have set their Hartley also noted that the 
(Napocor) petition (of P1.87 я sights on investing in Dumaguete academe and the government 
per kilowatt hour rate adjust- . Е after discovering its rich human меге also very supportive of the 
теп)” 1 Е resource base and infrastructure. company’s plans. 

‘The Association of Stock Ana- ‘SPI Technologies, a US-based In the meantime, a company 
lysts of the Philippines (Asap) 1 pre-press company, has started specializing in telemarketing and 
saw the ERC decision "as a boost recruiting Dumaguetefios for its nationwide retail trading is now 
to the capital market, since this E nit future base here. preparing the groundwork for the 
is a sign of a stronger resolve on Paul Hartley, operations direc- relocation of its domestic call 
the part of government to put 5 tor for SPI Publisher Services, ex- center facility to Dumaguete over 
the financial house in good or- + fC ұлы pressed the company’s intention the next three months. 
der" ж. ы А ч am to establish a production site in | Harold Dick Ledda, a high 

‘Asap director Astro del Castillo 2 Фе a o P Dumaguete during a recent press school alumnus of Silliman and 
said "itis important that the gov- | PHILIP Romualdez, president of Chamber of Mines of the Philippines, and newly appointed conference at the Department of пом managing director of Quan- 
ernment gets rid of the Napocor | Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Michael Defensor in ahuddle duringaweleome party | Tade and Industry office here. tum Global Philippines Inc. said 
headache once and for all in or- | (ор the secretary at the Wack Wack club house Friday. Defensor promised to help the chamber As a prepress company, the һе was convinced about Du- 


der to invigorate the investment n SPI Technologies employs over maguete after learning of its 
д E istry, parti sm: 2 HY HOMLO 
environment in the country’ (ese anal probie иаа орев уне dell AONYHOMLUOA | 4,000 business process outsoure- fiber-optic network. 


ing specialists in its nine produc- “I was told that this fiber-optic 
tion sites across Asia and nine network had already been in 


DA scales down '04 rice production target petet a алата Ты 


tomer support centers across Isla Communications Co., which 
North America and Europe. was bought by Globe Telecom- 
By Christine A. Gaylican sealed down its rice production hybrid varieties, need urea and суз regional offices to coordinate Hartley said the company was munications,” Ledda said. 
target to a range of 14.03 million nitrogen potassium-based fertil- with local government units to specializing in producing scienti Fiber optics, һе said, could great- 
THE RECENT spike in fertilizer to 14.26 million metric tons from izers. encourage the use of organic fer- technical and medical publications |у enhance their operations because 
prices is expected to significantly the original goal of 14.9 million Хар said the department was tilizers made through compost. for companies throughout the they could operate one small сай 
reduce the country's rice produc- metric tons. now consolidating local farmer's ing ‘world, mostly in the United States. center on single line. This fiber op- 
tion this year. "The reduced use of fertilizers fertilizer requirements in orderto Agriculture officials who ac- Dumaguete, Hartley said, was tic network, he said, which cost 
“The prices of petroleum-based Бу the farmers, according to Yap, make bulk orders from major pro- companied the President in her chosen as a base for its operations over $300 million, made Du- 
fertilizers have increased by 129 is seen to lower the yields of ducers like China and Russia. recent state visitto China havein- because of its wealth of resources, maguete stand out from all the oth 
percent to P800 per bag fromlast farms planted to palay this year. The Philippines and other vited China's leading fertilizer “Тһе gradivates of Silliman and er countries in the Philippines. 
Years P350 рег bag. This discour- This, he said, was further ag- Southeast Asian countries, he manufacturer, SinoChem, to put Foundation universities are сот. _Ledda's company operates a call 
aged farmers from using the pre- gravated by the agency's inability said, were planning to negotiate ира plant inthe Philippines. parable with the best graduates center for its telemarketing opera- 
scribed volume of fertilizers on to buy high-yielding hybrid seeds asa group for their fertilizer pur- — "SinoChem agreed to study іп Manila," hesaid. tions and nationwide retail business 
their farms, due to budget constraints. chases to avail themselves of bulk our market and the regulations ОЁ those who took the exami- This company sells fimess equip 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur Farms, whether planted to cer- discounts. governing the fertilizer industry.” nations for written English profi- ment, weight loss products, house 
C. Yap said the department had tified seeds or the high-yielding Хар has also ordered the agen- Yapsaid. ciency, SPI evaluators were “ex- waresand educational products. 
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2-year T-bond rate up | manasa crisis 


REACTING tothe rise in the infla- record highs in the past weeks, 5 е | 
Tate, banks sought higher recently posting an average of РС G T Ё Ti t | 
ЕЕЕ ocuses on creating opportunities 
ШЕК securities, pushing черан last month's $34.65. : 
of the two-year Treasury bond by Wary of the effects of inflation on. /. Domir opportunities for micro, small _ayearandringup $5 billion in Не said one way for busi- 
ананы hes uch banks towed eng |е сзи ee ҚЫ ДЕН Ы CRAT ашке mess groups to support the 
10,75 percent. appetite for the two-year bond to | BUSINESS leaders yesterday Saludo said. “This is only ap- "We are calling on the big, government was to cooperate 
The market was apparently eam more from virtually risk-free | said the private sector would be propriate since most of our city-based businesses to іп. in moves toward greater gov- 
reacting to the governments in- governmentsecurities, but they also | ofberter help to the government members are MSMEs.” vest in development of ernment revenue collection 
flation data, but we still kept the sought for higher yields. if it created jobs and promoted | SheaddedthatPCCI mainly tourism facilities іп the with new taxes. 
rate aligned with the secondary Tenders for the two-year debt | livelihood programs, rather pushed for activities that al- provinces," Saludo said. “We have accepted that 
market levels,” said Deputy Trea- paper reached P5.675 billion, | than donatemoneyamidafiscal lowed people to start their “This would give opportuni- there would be new taxes. 
vui Mendiola during higher than the governments of- crisis. own businesses and create ties for people in the Whatwe don't want are taxes 
yesterday's auction for the two- fering of only P4.5 billion. Noemi Saludo, president of jobs inthe provinces. provinces to get jobs or start that would worsen inflation, 


еа г. in M " » к 
PEOD әде ORE DOE spia the Philippine Chamber of ne such activity is our their own businesses,” she like a new tax on petroleum 


Commerce and Industry said Biztourprogram, andthe par- added. products." 

up E pond peel that while some of the group’s allel program ‘Investourism’ РССІ chair Sergio Ortiz- Ви the official added that 
ing 2000 as the base year, forcing was planning to float about $750 members had pledged dona- that we are working on with Luis said the business sector business groups wanted assur- 
ing 20003 the base e Готе maon in bands ine ema. | Hons to help the government, the government,” Saludo could show its concern over ance from government agew 
full-year inflation target of 4 to 5 tional market. PCCI's participation in ad- sai the fiscal cri: is in ways other cles that sacrifices would be 
Шы adita dbi. He said the bond float was in- | dressing the crisis was more — PCCIhadearlierannounced than actually givingmoney,  spreadionllconcemed ы 

‘The government attributed the tended to complete the $1.8-bil- along the line of the adminis- a five-point agenda, which “We are not in the level of “We want a demonstration 
эра май piman to tke Hom funding "requirements of | tration’s 10-pointagenda. aims to make five millionjobs, Argentina when it defaulted that everybody is tightening 
wei oil prices inthe world mar. state-owned National Power orp. | "We are focused on creating bringin five million tourists іп on its debts,” Ortiz-Luissaid. his belt,” he said. 
ket. Oil prices have breached forthisyear Michelle V Remo 
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from her family, 
had no electricity, 2 
no running water 


Corps volunteer, 


RA 1 By Pam Pastor Africa as a Peace Corps volunteer. 
Get ready fora seven-page adventure. Live viceriously the $ ‘Born in Los Angeles to Filipino 


story of a Pinay Peace Corps volunteer in Africa. Read $ m а 
the musings ofa chiki oftwo countries. Gettoknow | | HEC pat oe edid are and had to bike 
Javier, an R&B prodigy from Los Angeles. Receive the rn into the lap of t Marymount, areputable private 
211 on your favorite Asian pop stars. Analyze why j comfort would be Catholic school), piano and clar- 20 km to get a E 
OHentalhorrerlickscickCheckoutthelatestfomttis , Content to just enjoy а  inetlessons and basketball games. : 3 
feshionleepingFrenchbrand.Andseeifyoucanwina > laidback and easy Ше. resonate and zealous, Ties cold drink. 4 
di Europe, courtesy of a future perfect. But not Cristina Dela Rosa. ive to excel was evidentearlyon. en's rowing team. Although she Bras 2 
асна аадар 1 ‘abandoned her comfortable - Shespenthercolleelifeatthe wanted to pursue her dreams of But that didn't faze « 
м 4 life in the United States fortwoyears University of California, Irvine, becoming a lawyer, she realized 3 
des к | and found a new home in West where she was part of the wom- олмес Tina Dela Rosa 4 
ms E 
| 
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Create a G-Blog and fill it with whatever makes you... you. 
Post your words via text or your pictures via MMS. Share with the world your life story. 
Update your G-Blog anytime, anywhere! 
(Log-on to http://g-blogs.com and start blogging today! ) 
Set-up your G-Blog today! Update your G-Blog site with your Globe: 
1) If you are a registered myGlobe user, go to http: //g-blogs.com and follow 1) To update via text: Send POST <TITLE>@<ENTRY> to 2815. 
the instructions as prompted. Example: POST What a great day!@Spent the day with the guys at the mall! 
2) If you are not registered, go to http: //www.myglobe.com.ph and follow 2) To update via MMS: Send <TITLE>@<ENTRY> to 2815. 
registration procedures. Example: My new toy@Check out my latest find! Astig! 
3) Once registered, click on the G-Blogs link and follow instructions as prompted. NOTE: Don't forget to attach your selected picture/s to this message. 
Pictures must be less than 100kb. 
Get FREE WEB SPACE in the G-BLOGS site! Text HELP to 2815 for more info. 
Unlimited space for text entries! Upload up to 20mb of pics! ; Rates: 
Earn G-BLOGS credits! Posting via text: Р2.50 Posting via MMS: P5.00 
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From page Cl 


that she wasn’t ready to plunge 
into post-graduate studies right 
after leaving the university. 


Inspired by a friend 

А friend's example led her to an- 
other path during her junior year 
in college. “Му friend joined the 
Peace Corps and left for East Africa 
to teach. She inspired me. I looked 
into it. After each thing 1 read, it 
Just sounded better and better” 

She spent a long time making 
her decision. "I'm gonna be selfish 
and say that I love to travel and 
see new things and try things out 
of the ordinary. 1 thought it was 
the perfect way to take a break, do 
something different, sharpen my 
language skills and dip my feet in- 
to the international sector and see 
how that feels forme.” 

But selfish isn't a word people 
would use to describe this twen- 
ty-five-year-old. 

She has always been active in 
volunteer projects, tutoring inner 
city kids and working for At/Risk 
Youth, an organization that takes 
care of adolescent boys who are 
taken away from their parents be- 
cause of neglect, child abuse and 
sexual abuse. 

Given her background as a vol- 
‘unteer, her decision to apply for the 
Peace Corps shouldn't have been а 
surprise. In the beginning, her par- 
ents were apprehensive but Tina 
knew they would understand. АҒ- 
ter all, the giving spirit is alive іп 
them as well. Her mom Becky, a 
nurse in the US, has projects of her 
‘own. “She isactive in sending med- 
ical supplies to hospitals іп the 
Philippines,” her daughter says. 

In her senior year at the univer- 
sity, she began her application. "T 
filled out a general application 
and sent that їп. Then I set up an 
interview with the regional re- 
cruiter in Santa Monica, Los An- 
geles. He asked me about my job 
and volunteer experiences, why 1 
wanted to go there, basically my 
whole life story,” she recalls. 

After the interview, the re- 
cruiter went through a file 
database from the Peace Corps 
Headquarters in Washington ОС 
to nominate Tina for a position. "t 
was hoping to go to West Africa. І 
knew I could probably teach high 
school there,” she says. 

When she was nominated, Tina 
had to go through medical, dental 
and legal clearance. But that 
wasn't the hurdle, It was unfortu- 
nate that right after she sent her 
forms to Washington DC, the an- 
thrax scare started. She had to re- 
send everything. By the middle of 
January, her application was 


[en 
Diary of a Pi 


FRIENDLY FATAKO. The ten-minute walk home stretches into two 
hours because of easy banter between Tina and the market women. 


cleared. All she had to do was wait 
for the invitation to go overseas. 


Fast goodbye 

It came in April. Just eight days 
after receiving her degrees in Psy- 
chology and Sociology, at the age 
of 23, Tina began her journey. "I 
did as much research as I could 
‘on Guinea, I had to pack and say 
goodbye. It was really fast, al- 
most too fast.” 

То many the thought of packing 
for two years may sound like hell 
but Tina had no problems leaving 
excesses behind. “You only need 
sandals and rubber shoes—thats 
all. You can get clothes there. 1 
brought journals because I write a 
lot, I brought tapes and a Walkman, 
1 brought a lot of pictures. It was 
mostly the pictures—it was impor- 
tant to show the people there my 
family and where I come from.” 

Afer her orientation їп 
Philadelphia where she met 20 
other Peace Corps volunteers 
who would leave with her, she 
was on her way to Guinea. 

"It was raining really hard when 
we got there. Guinea is a very poor 
country, probably one of the poorest 
іп the world. There's really no 
building maintenance, you see a lot 
of beggars on the streets. The whole 
setting was something I had never 
seen before—maybe just in a maga- 
zine. | was really wondering what 1 
was getting myself ino. 1 just 
couldn't say anything, 1 just stared.” 

Still, Tina took a head-on plunge 
into the training. “It took twelve 
weeks. Each person had to live with 
а host family. They helped you see 
the typical African lifestyle, they 
helped you get used to the food, 
helped you with the language.” 

Tina speaks French well but 


she soon realized that wasn't 
enough. “French is the national 
language but they have different 
dialects. I learned Pular. The best 
way to do it is throw yourself into. 
a community," she says. 

‘After the intensive training, 
that's exactly what she did. 

“My assignment was in a little 
village called Fatako, which is 
eleven hours away from Conakry, 
the capital. taught close to a hun- 
dred students—10th, 11th and 
12th graders. I taught high school 
English grammar and conversa- 
tion, got them into writing." 

But before she could actually be- 
gin teaching, she had to face anoth- 
er challenge. "One of my biggest 
problems was discipline. That was 
the barrier to getting things done. In 
the beginning, no one took me seri- 
ously. Discipline in the classroom 
was shot to hell. There were no oth- 
er female teachers and I was the on- 
ly one who wasn't African. The fact 
that Tm female and I'm short and 
that some of my students were old- 
er than me made a huge difference. 
1 really had to figure out how I was 
gonna doit” 

Tina had to get tough. “I fig- 
ured І couldn't be nice anymore, 1 
had to crack the whip. 1 had to 
raise my voice, 1 sent them ош. It. 
was really the only way to getany 
work done. They needed it to get 
into college—that was my re- 
sponsibility. It worked." 


Back to basics 

‘Adjustments needed to be made 
outside the school too. “In the be- 
ginning, it was very lonely, 1 didn't 
know anybody. There was no elec- 
tricity, no running water. To get to 
the closest big city to go to the 
bank, the post office, use the phone 


By Sarah Bonifacio 
Contributor 


CALL the Philippines my 
mother, partly because it is 
our instinct to link the West 

with masculinity and the East 

with femininity, and partly be- 
cause the Philippines raised me 
for the first five years of my life. 

Táraw from my earliest memo- 
ry of her—the powdery smell of a 
‘woman's blouse; the roar of hard 
rain and the bustle of vendors; 
deserted railroad tracks and sly 
white lizards; my grandmother 
tucking perfumed handkerchiefs 
my hand before I left for Amer- 
ica. 

But how can I be sure that my 
memories of childhood are valid, 
ifto remember a thing is to imag- 
ine it, and to imagine is to chal- 
lenge what is real? For once 1 ar- 
rived in America, the country 1 
call my father, I became some- 
what like Rose Campbell in 
Louisa May Alcott’s novel, "Eight. 
Cousins": 

"Bad weather and a cold kept. 
her indoors, and she spent most 
of her time in the library... Here 
she read a good deal, cried a lit 
Че, and dreamed many of the in- 
nocent, bright dreams in which 
children find such comfort and 
delight. This suited her Бейег 
than anything else, but it was not 
good for her, and she grew pale, 
heavy-eyed, and listless..." 

In other words, 1 exchanged, 
and continue to exchange, life for 
books and action for nostalgia, 

‘True, without imagination we 
would not be capable of repairing 
our bodies through various surg- 
eries and devices; controlling our 
moods with this pill and that pill; 
or talking to each other from 
many continents away by tapping 


America is my 
father, the 
Philippines is my 
mother. Though 
I may tend to one 
more than the 
other, | have an 
obligation to 
defend both 


our thumbs a few times. Imagina- 
tion fuels creation. Without it, the 
world would not exist, for the 
world itself had to be imagined, 
"required, as a necessity ге 
quires.” 

Idealization, however, is а 
form of imagination that leads to 
stagnation rather than progres- 
sion. To idealize is to judge an ob- 
ject, a person, or a situation, to be 
better than it actually is. It allows 
us to escape, rather than aug- 
ment, the horror or monotony of 
our surroundings. It is a destruc- 
tive way of lying to ourselves. 


Nota simple story 

understood this a few months 
after I returned from my family's 
first trip to the Philippines in е- 
cember 2002. My three-week va- 
cation is not a simple story. But, 
for the sake of time and space, we 
will pretend that itis. 

Heat, night, sweat and n 
were our first greeters out of the 
Ninoy Aquino airport. Then came 
а black van, our beaming aunt 
and uncles, and our driver. Soon 
we were breezing through Mani 


la, driving on a long, broad road 
without  stoplights. Billboards 
clouded the sky with faces adver- 
tising hairstraighteners, teeth- 
whiteners and fashionable cloth- 
ing. Palm trees and acacia plants 
pulsated with lights and shim- 
mering ornaments. Store fronts 
glittered with garlands; and even 
the squatters were lit up in their 
holiday best. 

In the van, the air was wintry, 
and the radio played American 
pop songs. During our afternoon 
drives in the next few days, 
swarthy, emaciated men in tat- 
tered clothing would hobble over 
to our windows, selling bottled 
water or sampaguita flowers. 

While riding a jeepney with my 
cousins, 1 held my purse close to 
my chest, as I was advised to do, 
and felt the hot wind graze my 
cheeks. But nipa huts, carabaos 
and impeccable rice terraces also 
glistened over the bridge to Cali- 
raya. 

For three weeks, we stuffed our- 
selves with breakfasts of longanisa, 
tinapa in olive oil, warm ensay- 
madas and smoky bold coffee. We 
skipped from one family reunion to 
another for talks, merienda, or din- 
ners of steaming white rice, cigaril- 
las and sans rival 

We sampled dirty ice cream 
and sago from kindly vendors; 
bought heavy bags of fresh lan- 
sones and rambutans from fruit 
hawkers; and bargained for stone 
jewelry from the Muslim women 
in Greenhills. We watched Taga- 
log films and treated ourselves to 
foot spas and massages in the 
malls around Makati. We let off 
firecrackers and feasted with old 
relatives on New Year's Eve. 


Withouta tear 


One would expect that I would 
have trouble leaving the country of 


and go online if the Internet was 
‘working, Ihad to ride t the back of 
a truck. It was a cattle truck but it's 
the way people go. The four-hour 
ride was very uncomfortable.” 

Because ofthe difficult ride, she 
only took the trip once every four 
to six weeks, The rest of the time, 
she rode a bike to get to other 
nearby cities. "During weekends, I 
would ride 15 km to visit my other 
‘Americar, friends who were also 
teaching,” she said. 

The bike also came in handy 
‘when Tina needed the luxury of a 
cold drink. “If I wanted a cold soda, 
Thad to bike 20 km from my house 
to a place where they had genera- 
tors. But it was worth it.” 

Despite the major changes, Tina 
remained strong and determined. 
She held on to the things that 
helped her get used to what she 
calls “basic living.” "They found me 
a house next door to an old woman 
who lived with her fourteen-year- 
old granddaughter. She kind of be- 
‘came my mom there. She cooked 
lunch for me every day. It was nice 
to have someone there." 

Her monthly phone conversa- 
tions with her mom were essen- 
tial. And in faraway Africa, get- 
ting in touch with her loved ones 
played an important role. “Writ- 
ing letters was one of the things 
that got me through. | must have 
written two hundred letters.” 

Soon, Tina grew accustomed 
to her life in Guinea. “The best 
times were in the classroom. Get- 
ting to know the kids was good. 
Teaching was the best part 'coz I 
really enjoyed it. I ай else failed, 
the classroom was my domain. 
That's where 1 felt the most com- 
fortable." 

Her bed was a mattress on un- 


this world тар. 


even planks and her toilet was 
тог indoors, but she had grown 
used to life in Fatako. She spent 
her {тее time running, reading 
and writing. Days at Fatako end- 
ed early. "There's no point in stay- 
ing up if you dont have light 
bulbs. 1 didn't want to waste can- 
dles so Га be in bed by 8:30 or 9 if 
Iwas really tired." 

Tn the friendly village, her ten- 
minute walk home from school 
stretched into two hours. “It's al- 
ways nice to greet the market 
women who sit by the side of the 
road. 1 had to greet and chat with 
everybody.” 

Everyone knew Ms Tina, or 
Кага, as they called her outside 
the school. The women braided 
her hair. Little kids invaded her 
porch and she spent afternoons 
playing with them. “They were 
obsessed with crayons and color- 
ing books.” 

She made good of her life in 
Guinea but it couldn't be denied 
that she also missed life in Los 
Angeles. “I missed my family. I al- 
so missed being anonymous. 
When you're in a village where 
everyone knows who you are, 
you just miss the privacy. I grew 
up in a big city and I missed that 
anonymity.” 


Christmas holiday 

The people in her village do 
not celebrate birthdays or Christ- 
mas. Tina realized that the holi- 
day season of her second year at 
Fatako was the perfect time to go 
home. "I went back to the US. 1 
just really needed to see my fami- 
ly. Christmas is such a huge deal 
in our family 12% just what I need- 
ed. 1 was getting worn out. 1 
needed a break,” she says. 
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She spent three weeks at cally 
home. Leaving for the second 5) 
time was harder but she knew map 
whatshehadtodo."Inthegrand proi 
scheme of things, I had made but 
Guinea my home forthe past year She 
501 said, Tina, you're going back аһа 
to your house, your students, the 
your school. And 1 had made beto 
friends. It had become an impor- paid 
tant part of my life. hadajob,a 71) 
responsibility. 1 had to go back мах 
and finish what I started." top] 

She returned with renewed visit 
zeal. There were more sacrifices like 
to be made but she was ready for com 
them. 

Tina, who has been a vegetari- 
an for eight years, had to eat meat. 
for the people of Fatako. “They 
threw a party for me towards the 
end and they killed a chicken for 
me. И1 didn't eat it, it would have 
been frowned upon. So out of re- 
spect, I had to eat it. I had just a 
few bites and then I said 1 was 
full” 

Then there was the incident 
with the animals. "I had to leave 
my house for seven weeks (ошап | 
some new teachers. When I got = 
back, my house was full of ani- Y | 
mals, There were furry things, ( 
mice, frogs, spiders, insects.” It 
took her three days to clear every- 
thing out. 

Asif patiently teaching the kids 
in school wasn’t enough, Tina felt. 
that she had to leave a tangible 
mark behind. “Less than two 
months before 1 left, 1 decided 1 
wanted to leave something with 
them. Something not just for my Un} 
students but for other people to 
see. I know a lot of people in the {| 
town haven't left that town. And 
if you don't leave your home 
hard to see where you are in rela- 
tion to other places, geographi- 
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my birth. But 1 left the Philippines. 
without a tear When friends in 
America asked how my vacation 
‘went, I shrugged, said "good," and 
left it at that. While my brother 
sulked for days wishing he were 
playing billiards or shooting hoops 
with his cousins in Quezon City, I 
told him to get over it, and then 
buried myself in schoolwork and 
the college newspaper. 

Months passed, and 1 remained 
deathly cold. But | accomplished 
many things in spite of it: fine 
awards, straight As, and an editorial 
position in the college literary mag- 
azine. 1 realized, though, during a 
calm and free midnight in bed, that 
1felt nothing because I chose to feel 
nothing, because to feel something 
would be to feel pain. 

And so, that night, I felt pain. 1 
missed the Philippines. As Mary 
Shelley wrote in "Frankenstein," 
"There is nothing more harmful 
tothe mind than a great change." 

Indeed, my vacation was not 
like entering a museum in which 
the artifacts, no matter how static, 
seem to change every day, only be- 
cause the viewer changes every 
day In my case, the country 
changed, but I did not. A stubbom 
and irrational part of myself be- 
lieved that traveling to the Philip- 
pines would be like returning to а 
childhood | idealized for 13 years. 

Truth is, everything 1 
dreamt, and continue to dream. 
about my childhood, is ал exag- 
geration of what it plainly is: 
over. I came to the country and 
realized, as though I had not 
realized it already, that my 
grandparents were dead. The 
playground in my grandfa- 
ег compound, whose swing 
set still creaks in my mind, has 
been replaced with a basket- 
ball court, And the white 
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lizards now terrified me. 


Gift of coming home 

But 1 was honest when 1 said, 
during a speech I gave on my 
birthday, that coming to the 
Philippines that December was a 
gift. For although the experience 
hurt me into heartlessness, it also 
pushed me to adjust my old per- 
ceptions of the world around me. 
1grewupa bit. 

When I returned to the Philip- 
pines again this July, roads and 
faces had naturally changed, but 
пом; at least, I could try to under- 
stand them. 

In the Philippines, we middle- 
class Jerseyans are treated like 
royalty. Waiters will greet us 
humbly in every restaurant, pull 
ош our chairs, and address us as 
Sir or Ma'am. It seems there are 
maids and butlers, nannies and 
drivers in households on every 
rung of the economic ladder. 
Families grin through blackouts 
and sudden losses of water. 

Families, at least those that 1 
know of, are intact. Also, the 
young are young: My cousins аге 
more informed about the latest 
American movies and music than 
1 am, for example. They know 
howto get around. 

In America, especially in the 
East Coast, we are madly indepen- 
dent: We make our own meals, 
iron our own clothes and march to 
our own drummers, We have a 
purposeful, brisk and quick swag- 
ger. We are a masochistic group of 
people, always craving a caffeine 
fix and finding it hard—almost 
shameful!—to sit still. 

‘Apathy, we like to say, is not an 
option. if we had to, we would 
run on a broken foot. After ай, it 
is only through constant hard 
work that we achieve our ma- 
chines of convenience. 


‘Then again, these same ma- 
chines will stab knives in our 
backs and twist them. Ar our best, 
we erect skyrocketing towers, 
bullet from here to there in high- — In 
powered vehicles, compose ex- Chill 
plosive artistic masterpieces, and Жеп! 
use our abundant resources to ig 
help needy countries. 

At our worst, we get fat and 
sad on our plush couches in front 
of the TV screen and watch our 
precious towers fall down. 
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Act of imagination 

1 ат not implying, of course, 
that one country is better than the 
other. Lam only writing what I see. 
‘The question that 1 ат afraid to 
answer, however, is: Why? Why 
do the rates of depression, obesity 
and heart disease soar high in a 
wealthy country; and why are 
there admirable moral values and Спи 
strong family ties in a poor coun- 1" 
пу? Is it not possible for a country 104 
хо be ethically, physically and eco- (ш 
nomically sound at once? 

1 don’t know. But 1 believe that 
to ask why is an important act of Polt 
imagination, for when we know But 
why we сап know how; and ture, 
when we know how, we can find chil 
exactly what we need tocreatein Е. 
order to upturn, or improve, a subs 
dire social condition. life, 

I might say that I refuse, when ciou: 
asked to render my experiences, n 
to let my imagination interfere l 
with what is real. But inevitably, | ity | 
do. 1 must. fons 

As said, America is my father, them 
the Philippines is my mother in 
Though | may tend to опе more evil 
than the other, | have an obliga- — t5 P: 
tion to defend both, especially Phor 
since both are chiefly responsible 1% t 
for what 1 am and what 1 hope to 


alter 
become—which is, to rephrase num 
James Baldwin, an honest wom- 0 
an and a good writer. п 


Land in every other sense.” 

[c decided го create a world 
оп a wall іп the village. This 
ctis usually done by a group. 
Fina figured she could do it. 
Ivorked on it fora month and 
f. grid by grid. She finished 
x2 1/2-meter map five days 
е she left. The hard work 
off 

‘vas fun to point out where I 
Tom. It was fun for my kids 
int out where they wanted to 
Maps, especially in a village 
that, generare interesting 
lorsation," she says. 


ind home 

June 2004, her contract 
the Peace Corps ended. Say- 
oodbye to Fatako was harder 
she thought it would be. “I 
I didn’t really expect that. I 
cached without knowing it. 


She realized that the place has 
had а huge impact on her. “It was 
definitely life-changing. It tested 
everything I grew up with, my 
principles, my values and what 1 
believed in. It was such a tough 
thing. 1 consider myself a feminist 
and to see the treatment of young 
girls was hard. They break their 
backs when it came to work. Mar- 
riages are still arranged. A lot of 
the times, the husbands dont let 
them finish school. To see that kind 
of lifestyle makes me appreciate 
how I grew up, the opportunities 
given to me. It definitely makes 
you appreciate what you have. You 
Sce a side of life most people don't 
see—that was a valuable thing." 
Her advice for other young 
people who wish to follow her ex- 
ample? “125 definitely worth it. It 
can get hard sometimes, it’s chal- 
lenging but you learn a lot about 
yourself. It helps you look at 


things differently, at a more glob- 
al perspective." 

After leaving Guinea, Tina 
started a four-month trip to dif- 
ferent parts of Africa, the Philip- 
pines and Australia. She has great 
plans for the future. “I plan to en- 
ter law school within the year. I 
need to get a job so 1 could рау 
my way through school.” 

But first things first. "Tm really 
looking forward to catching up 
with my friends. It was hard for me 
notto know what was going on." 


Email the author at ppas- 
tor@inquirer.com.ph. 


We publish stories about young 
people and groups who are trying 
to make a difference. You can sub- 
mit articles or send us suggestions 
at li 2buginquirercom.ph. Be- 
cause age is not a hindrance, its a 
springboard for change. 


like Western slasher movies, Oriental horror 


ns impart much-needed mystique to the genre 


fatherine Young 
Correspondent 


|а HERE are three things you will 
never see or hear in Asian horror 
movies: monster chase scenes, 
Li villains and bouts of screaming 
'equire excellent lung powe 
t there are also three things you 
ilmost always see in Asian horror 
cs: characters seeing dead people, 
ful pirits and long scenes of utter 
ке. 
the world of Asian horror, the 
ng atmosphere provided by this 
» already speaks for itself, nullify- 
he need for press junkets and 
келеді publicity before the film is 
Шу shown. Somehow, we already 
y what to expect when we enter 
neater, but a tantalizing shiver of 
ctability still draws us in. 


veal images 
hat lures us to these often low- 
eted movies? To surreal images 
Asakawa Reiko cradling the skull 
Чако to her breast in “Ringu”? Or 
bony fingers of a decaying hand 
hing the face of Karena Lam in “In- 
enses"? Or to scenes of a startling- 
owdered white child in "The 
хе? 
analyzing Asian horror, it is logical 
back to the nature of Oriental cul- 
which is heavily influenced by tra- 
» and folklore. Each Asian country 
is own version of Western 
ligeists, bogeymen and demons. 
he difference is that Western cul- 
treats these as fairy tales to make 
гел behave and adults entertained, 
stern culture, particularly in the 
bs, treats these as a living part of 
[specially in a culture that tena- 
iy preserves the old in spite of the 
| of the new. 
s this mix of tradition and moder- 
hat makes Asia so mystifying and 
quently gives its horror movies 
verie feel. 
the “Ringu” series, a decades-old 
ises from dormancy and projects 
нет through a videotape. In “Тһе 
ic," another ‘Dark Hair Ghost Sto- 
те protagonist Ji-won is haunted 
obtaining a cursed cellphone 
per 
spite often ludicrous plots, what 
s these films watchable are the 


values that we have come to associate 
with Asia, Honor, revenge and filia 
piety are themes that permeate nearly 
all genres of Asian cinema, but in hor- 
ror movies, these are also related to in- 
human entities that are out to deal with 
unfinished business. 

“A Tale of Two Sisters” and “Dark 
Water,” for instance, mix human mad- 
ness and family life. And while the for- 
mer ended with nothing remotely su- 
pernatural about it, it 
look at the dimensions of sisterhood, 
particularly. the’ protective. almost 
manic, love of one sibling for another. 


Subtle terror 

Blame the influence of manga for the 
still shots and close-ups, in comparison 
to the overtly kinetic scenes of Western 
horror movies that, one imagines, 
leave cameramen exhausted. 

Like manga, Asian horror movies al- 
зо tend to explore relationships and so- 
cial psyche, even the humanity of evil 
Perhaps this is why we somehow end 
up sympathizing with the character of 
Sadako, who, interestingly enough in 

hotomized into a beauti- 
and her deformed alter- 
'ego— good and evil in one person. 

Te is also this stark contrast we see, 
whether it is between characters or be- 
tween reality and fantasy, that make 
the genre far from obsolete. One Amer- 
ican writer has observed that Asian 
horror movies are an outlet for trans- 
gression and excess in a culture that is 
heavily ordered and ritualized. 

But perhaps, in a simpler way, what 
makes this genre workis how it equates 
something subtle with something sinis- 
ter. Silence and vulnerability are effi- 
ciently developed into macabre plots, 
which may explain why a lot of these 
films contain the stereotypical ‘inno- 
cent schoolgirl’ in their characters. 

The subtle way of slowly heighten- 
ing the mood without the audience's 
knowledge eventually consumes us. 
Actors rarely need to scream, because it 
is the audience doing the screaming for 
them. 

In the end, Asian horror movies play 
with our imagination to the extent that 
we also become responsible for what 
we feel. 


E-mail the author 
cathy_young!@ yahoo com 


Have doodad 


Niño Mark M. Sablan 
UI Correspondent 


IS THAT ho-hum lamp of yours 
starting to resemble disco lights? Is 
that bulky boob tube of yours turn- 
ing out to be more of an unsightly 
patungan for all seasons? You still 
‘own and use a betamax player? 

Ifa shame-inducing “yes” is your 
answer to any—or worse, all—of 
the questions above, then it's truly 
high time to dash to the malls and 
reward yourself with some high- 
tech Philips Consumer Electronics 
products, such as a flat TV or an ul- 
tra-sleek DVD player. 

Apart from the fact that Philips 
products are simply the best aes- 
thetically-impressive gizmos 
around, another reason to spend 
your hard-earned moolah on a 
Philips product is its “Best of Eu- 
rope” promo which can send you 
and your favorite person on earth 
packing for pretty Paris, lovely Lon- 
don or amazing Amsterdam. 

‘And that's not the end of it. 


Join and text away 

‘You have until Nov. 30 to pray to 
the gods and get the chance to win 
prizes from the Philips promo. Just 
buy any Philips Consumer Electron- 
ics products such as color TVs, au- 
dio equipment, DVD and VCD play- 
ers, Philips Keyrings and Philips- 
Nike products from participating 
dealers, and get one raffle number 
for every P5,000 worth of purchase, 
single receipt, whether cash or in- 
stallment basis. 

Which means that the more 
Philips products purchased or the 
more expensive the product, the 
greater chances of winning. 

To join the raffle, grab your mobile 
phone and key in the keyword 
"Philips," along with the outlet name, 
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Philips’ ‘Best of 
Europe’ promo can 
send you and your 
favorite person on 
earth packing for 
pretty Paris, lovely 
London or amazing 
Amsterdam 


the outlet location, the official receipt 
number, the total amount of Philips 
products purchased on a single re- 
ceipt, plus your name and address. 
Ignore your sore thumb and send 
your text message to 269 if you are 
subscribed to Smart, and 2366 if you 
area Globe or Sun subscriber. 

Remember, the format 
Philips<space>store name/loca- 
tion/OR number/amount of pur- 
chase/first | name«space»last 
name address. Every text message 
sent for the raffle costs P2.50. 


will travel 


The service provider will send a 
reply message indicating how many 
raffle numbers you are entitled to. 
Official receipt numbers can only be 
sent once. Those who would try to 
send the same official number twice 
will receive the message: “Sorry the 
receipt number you entered has al- 
ready been used, please check your 
receipt number and try again. P2.50 
per SMS.” 

‘Those who send in the wrong 
keyword or incomplete messages 
will also receive warning text mes- 
sages so they can check their mes- 
sage and text again, 


Lucky winners 

Now, going back to the best part 
of the promo—the prizes. Three 
winners will each win a trip for two 
to Amsterdam, Paris or London. A 
very lucky chap will also be drawn 
to win the new, wow-inducing 
BMW 316. 

Other prizes that will inspire you 
to purchase Philips products are 
Omega Constellation watches, Pra- 
da and Salvatore Ferragamo gift 
checks worth P50,000, plus Philips 
Consumer Electronics goodies. 

Just like in most, if not all raffles, 
winners can only win once, The 
prize with the higher monetary val- 
ue shall be awarded, The Philips 
“Best of Europe” promo raffle draw 
willbe held on Dec. 14 at the Philips 
office, 48/F PB Com Tower, Ayala 
corner Herrera Streets, Salcedo Vil- 
lage, Makati City 

For prizes exceeding Р10,000, 
the 20 percent prize tax will be 
shouldered by the winner. 

So dart to participating dealers 
now and pamper your eyes and ears 
with a purchase of Philips products. 
Who knows, you might end up with 
а pleasure trip to Paris come De- 
cember! 
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The amount of rewards points 
you'll earn with other 
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APPLY NOW! 


Visit any Banco De Oro branch near you, or call: 


631-8000 (within Metro Manila) ог 
1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-free). 


Initially available in Greater Matro Manila Area, Laguna, “7 
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Enjoy more rewards `* 
than ever before; with ` „+. 
BDO Shop More MasterCard! 
Shop, dine and travel anywhere in the world 


with the new BDO Shop More MasterCard, 
and earn rewards points for all your purchases. 


Experience even greater rewards when 


you shop at SM: 


© Gx more rewards points than any other 
credit card, when you shop at SM Supermarket, 
Super SM Hypermarket and SM Appliance Center: 


© 2х more rewards points when you shop at 
SM Department Store, Ace Hardware and 


Toy Kingdom. 


Comes with a FREE 
SM Advantage Card! 
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TELECOM Exclusives 


Panasonic M00 
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SUPER SISIW! Owning oto Hxidypihone has never heen easier! 


^ Just visit any Globe Center and check out all the available Globe Handyphone Prepaid Phonekit and © Plan packages. 


Over 25 handset models to choose from! Accepted credit cards: Banco de Oro, Bankard, BPI, 
Diners Club, Equitable, HSBC, Metrobank, Standard Chartered and Unionbank. 
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"PowerMemory really works!" 
Mrs. Tiu, Proud Mother of Hazel 


The hot R&B soulster 
gamely bares his 
romantic, sensitive 
soul to 2bU! 


By Angela V. Ignacio 
2601 Correspondent 
Photos by Richard Perez 


“ТО ay para sa lahat ng magagan- 
dang binibini ngayong gabi,” Javier 
intones carefully, hardly stumbling 
over the words. Then he looks at us 
for confirmation. Pink magazine's 
resident musicologist Joaquin 
Valdes and 1 both flash thumbs-up 
signs at him, and a triumphant grin 
spreads across his face. 

We are having a late lunch-cum-interview 
with R&B's hottest prodigy to date, occasion- 
ally teaching him a few key phrases to woo 
the ladies in the audience, Pinoy-style. "Can't 
wait to use this one tonight,” he says with a 
smile. 

Javier had just flown in from LA for a two- 
night performance here in Manila, one in 
Greenbelt and the other in Alabang Town 
Center. This marks his second stop in South- 
east Asia, following his stint in the MTV Asia 
‘Awards in Singapore last February. 

With his smooth voice and ready smile, he 
could easily be the type of guy to sweepa girl off 
her feet. Add to that his sensuous lyricism, and 
he's definitely got ladies from different parts of 
the world going "a little bit crazy” indeed. 

Javier candidly recounts his amusing en- 
counter with a fan at a McDonald's branch 
here in Manila: "I had just come from golfing 
(yes, he's a dichard golfer) when a girl came 
up to me and said, ‘You look like Javier.’ Well, 
Iam Javier’... And she goes, 1 can't believe 
Tm actually talking to you!" Then she just sang 
"Crazy in front of me! That was priceless; you 
can't make that stuff up.” 


Old-school roots 

Javier's music serenades its way intoa wide 
range of musical tastes, ‘funkifying’ old- 
school grooves with modern R&B beats, pop 
sensibilities and sweet balladry. He counts 
soul and R&B luminaries like Stevie Wonder, 
Brian McKnight, Donnie Hathaway and Маг 
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... Glorietta Activity Center 


ВРІ Credit Carus has assembled the ountry's TOP dealers in appliances, gadgets 
4 furniture, to take you оп a great shopping frenzy! 


Thru BPI's exclusive Special Installment Plan (S.I, P.) facility, 
you get Real 0%, No Hidden Charges! 


Meath instalment at 0% 


+ 0% finance change 
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Enjoy more spending when your card's limit 
can до up to as much dv its regular credit limit.” 
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By Pam Pastor 
Photos by Randy Hormillosa 


FIRST, a confession. 

We may have outgrown our 
love for swing sets, seesaws 
and slides, but we will always 
be little girls. 

Yes, cartoon-watching, 
candyloving, stuffed-toy- 
hugging, Mary-Jane-wear- 
ing ше girls. We stil like 
playing with dolls too— 
and our invitation to 2 
Kickers’ Glorietta branch 
gave us the opportunity Se 
to dress up giant ones. 

It wasn't a typical play date. 
After all, how many other little 
girls can boast of being able to 
get expert stylist Millet Arzaga 
to join in on the fun? Millet, 
who has collaborated with a 
number of established names 
in the fashion industry—from 
photographers and hair and 
makeup artists to art directors 
and models—and has done 
projects with the country’s best 
glossies, helped us choose fun 
outfits that are fit not just for 
the mannequins, but for young 
urbanites who want a relaxed 
day. 

Our afternoon at the store. 
was one of fun, fashion and 
discovery 

Тоо bad we didn't get to 
bring home the dolls. 


Kickers boutiques are locat- 
ed at Alabang Town Center, Ay- 
ala Center Cebu, Glorietta 4, 
Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons 
Place Ermita, Shangri La Plaza 
Mall, SM Megamall Building A, 
SM North Edsa and SM South- 
mall. 

Do you want the Fashion 
Freaks to visit your store or check 
out your wares? E-mail us at the- 
{fashionfreaks@yahoo.com. 


By Nancy T. Lu 
Contributor 


‘TAIWANESE boyband F4 is very much in the 
limelight. But the four stars of "Meteor Gar- 
den" are also shining as individual artists. 

Vie Zhou is appearing in a new television 
drama series titled "War God." Barbie Xu is 
his co-star. Jerry Yan is promoting a new so- 
1о album. He took three years to realize this 
project. Ken Zhu is doing location shooting 
for "City in the Sky" for Central Broadcast- 
ing Network in China. Vanness Wu is pro- 
ducing his own album in the United States. 

Vic Zhou, popularly known as "Zaizai," 
plays two brothers in the Chinese Television 
System's "War God." The drama explores 
the problem of split personalities. After 
completing the filming of the series with 
Barbie "Big S" Xu, he developed a keen in- 
terest in the study of human nature. Xu in- 
troduced to him a number of books on hu- 
man psychology. Hence, he has been devot- 
ing his free time to poring over these thick 
volumes on psychology. Close friends re- 
vealed that he never worked this hard in 
school. 

"When not working, Zhou stays home most 
of the time. His agent, who calls him regularly, 
always finds him going online and playing 
video games. Only recently he did а commer- 
cial for a milk product. His fee reportedly had 
eight digits in New Taiwan dollar. 


Paradise on earth 
Ken Zhu, for his part, is spending days in 
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ROUND-NECK raglan tee (Р790), 
turtledove top (Р1,490), five-pocket 
stone-washed denim pants (P3,890), 
Neki shoes (P5,990) 
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bagwi 


a "paradise on earth" in a remote part of 
China. The landscape is fantastic. But the 
weather is unstable. Zhu has had to put up 
with both sudden heavy downpours and 
blistering days. Outdoor filming has meant 
grabbing a meal and relieving self wherever 
he found himself. Friends who wanted to 
visit him were discouraged by the prospect 
of having to travel one whole day to get to 
the shooting site. 

Zhu plays a geographic magazine photog- 
rapher in thé drama. Off camera, he has de- 
veloped real interest in photography. His 
agent helped him rent a vehicle to enable 
him to move more freely and do some per- 
sonal filming. His foscination with the many 
cultural minorities іп China drove him to do 
some homework beforehand. In fact, he can 
identify che colorful ethnic groups by just 
looking at their head accessories and cos- 
tumes. 

Jerry Yan, affectionately called “Hsiao 
Pai T'u (Little White Rabbit)” by fans, has 
been keeping a high profile to drum up at- 
tention over a labor of love—a solo Chi- 
nese album. The music is largely slow rock 
in style. He chose the 10 songs after going 
over 1,000 pieces, most of them emotion- 
filled ditties. 

Yan workéd on the album for three years. 
Ashe put it, "People have been so supportive 
of what I do. I work hard to show that Гат 
not shallow" 

Yan, mobbed by hordes of fans wherever 
he goes, says: “Fame has meant that the 
public places where I can go freely have be- 


KEN Zhu, Vic Zhou, Jerry Yan and Vanness Wu appear separately and together in Pepsi ad campaigns across Asia. 


WHITE cap (P490), halter-neck top. 


tee (P590), mini 
detachable mirror 
(P1,690), Marni shoes (P2,490) 
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е (P990), sleeveless 
(P2,290), tote 


Vinyl shoes (P4,990) 


come less and less. During my travels, I stay 
in my room most of the time. 1 read novels 
and get deeply engrossed, ending up feeling 
in love just like the characters. ! also watch 
DVDs to while away my t 

Yan recently went to Green Island to 
shoot a commercial for a jewelry label. He 
grabbed the rare opportunity to takea dip in 
the sea without the fans popping up to mob 
him. He just went in without even changing 
into swimming trun! 


Bigger following 

F4 fans in Taiwan have lately found the 
images of Jerry Yan and Vic Zhou on Pepsi 
bottles being retailed. According to a Pepsi 

executive in Taipei, the two stars enjoy a 
much bigger following than the other 
two—Ken Zhu and Vanness Wu. However, 
Wu appears on Pepsi bottles retailed in 
Hong Kong. Zhus image has yet to be 
nched on a Pepsi boule. 

inness Wu is choreographing his own 
routine for his new album, which he is pro- 
ducing in the United States. His showman 
asa performer recently earned him an 
nvitation to participate in an MTV show in 
Korea. Little did he realize the extent of his 
popularity in Korea. 

‘A fan on the flight he took passed him a 
note, asking him 10 guess how many fans 
would welcome him at the airport. He 
replied that he did not expect to find a single 
fan. To his great surprise, more than 300 
fans greeted him. He was overwhelmed by 
their warmth, 
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woven shirt with pleat (PI 490), 
five-pocket stone-washed denim 
pants (P3,890), vintage-looking 


% 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


(P790), 


pink shoes (P3,990) 


Asian Youth Orchesi 


By Walter Ang 
2bU! Correspondent 


М ONE of the very few people [know 
who can mess up singing the Alpha- 
bet Song. This is probably why, after 

announcing to friends that | would be 

watching the Asian Youth Orchestra, 1 

was met with a multitude of eyebrows tis- 

ing to the heavens. 

1 smiled, asked them to rug their eye- 
brows back into place, and defended my- 
self 

“Just because I can't sing doesn’t mean 1 
can't appreciate music,” 1 said. So on a 
muggy Wednesday evening, I made a bec- 
line to the Manuel Conde Theater of the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines to catch 
the orchestra's second-day performance in 
Manila. 


Coming together 

The Asian Youth Orchestra (AYO) is an 
annual six-week undertaking. Musicians 
from all over the region (namely China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singa- 
pore, Thailand and Vienam) audition to 
"win spots in the orchestra. Those who are 
chosen go through a three-week rehear 
camp under internationally renowned mi 
sicians and conductors. The remaining 
three weeks are slated for their perfor- 
mance tour. 

Filipinos in this years lineup include 
Maria Victoria Regalario and Maurice Ivan 
Saraza (violins); Ariston Payte Ш and 
Joven Tidon (double basses); Floyd Ri- 
cafrente (lures); and Rodel Hernandez and 
Saturnino Tiamson (percussion). 

Founded by Yehudi Menhuhin (musical 
director) and Richard Pontzious (artistic di- 
rector and conductor), the AYO had al- 
ready completed performances in China, 
Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia this year, 
before arriving in Manila, The group will 
then move on to Hong Kong and end their 
rigorous 15th-anniversary tour with a four- 
city performance in Japan. 


Making music 
For the first act, the orchestra performed 
Dmitri Shostakovich's Festive Overture and 
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SHORT-SLEEVED tec (P1,990), wheat 
pants (P3,390), hibiscus bag (P1,690), 
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(P3,290), regular-fi 
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shoes (P4,990) 


The bright beamir] 
faces of the young 
musicians from а! 
over the region wd 
very inspiring 


Richard Strauss's “Till Bulenspieg 
Pranks.” The pieces were light 
reminiscent of Looney Tunes ai 
cartoons. The musie had a differs 
however, on my companion. 

About five minutes into the fi 
she leaned toward me and said, s 
“At nahawi ang kurtina papunta > 
ant" This hilarious line caused u 
the giggles throughout the first he 
thing we knew ourselves well ел 
have sat ourselves atthe very last 1 
we came in the theater, 

We made our own fun and pep! 
piece with annotations like, "At 
Prinsipe Amante!" or "Road Run 
Coyote 0." You get the idca. Oc 
we would watch Pontzious as hec. 
(Menhuhin conducted the evenin 
his body swaying this way and 1 
much energy and passion. The evi 
off to a great star. 

The universe had other ideas 
"The first act would have gone s: 
not for the lady seated in from « 
seemed to have doused an entire 
perfume on herself. Her stench by 
unbearable that we had to transfe 

Ladies and gentlemen, pleas: 
mind that while overindulgin; 
grances is not against any theater 
rules, itis, however, a crime again: 
good taste and the civil liberties « 
loving people! 


Accidental lullaby 

"Then came the second acts pr 
tay Mahler's "Symphony No. 1: 
souvenir program describes the fi 
this piece as, "Slow. Dragging,” 

tt was. So slow and dragging, in 
people (horror of horrors) start 
off. One person in our row eve 
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Fall's hot stuff... 


duo for a girlier take on the smoky look, 
"The Hazel Pearl/Gold Duo is perfect if 
you want a hint of glam but want to focus 
on lips instead. 

Lip Gloss Tubes. These new lip glosses 
are packed with pigment! Definitely not 
for those who want to shy away from at- 
iention, these minty-fresh (I swear they 
smell like toothpaste!) tubes of shiny lip 
color are as dramatic as their eye counter- 


pans. 

If you want your kisser to tak 
stage, this is the produer for you. 
no need for lipliners as the sha 
true and cover every millimeter 
lips with high-impact color. 

If you've already gone all« 
your peepers, opt for Pink $ 
strikes the perfect balance: u 
and rich, but the pale pink is p 
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H Kickers in Glorietta into a 
dressing up mannequins in 
twe wanted for ourselves 


t 


е 


vin Gaye as his foremost idols. 

He's got some of that Latin vibe going on, 
too. In fact, he owes a lot of his influences 
to growing up in a musically and culturally 
diverse family. His Dominican dad owned a 
radio station that played Spanish music, his 
Puerto Rican mom loved the “oldies but 
goodies," and his siblings listened to any- 
thing from hiphop and R&B to rock. Hence, 
опе could hear a little bit of everything in 
his songs. “Variety is what I'm all about... 1 
like being different,” he explains. 

The 27-year-old musician from Con- 
necticut took classes in Hartford Universi- 
бу Hartt School of Music for five years, fin- 
ishing with a degree in Music Education. 

“If wasn't [making music], l'd probably 
be teaching music to kids," he says. He was 
doing vocals for several bands when he met. 
a produccr from LA, who took a liking to 
Javier's music. They put a demo together 
and put it in the hands of an entertainment. 
lawyer, and it all blossomed from there. 

Although he plays the piano and some per- 
cussion, the guitar is his constant companion 


Going crazy... 


during shows, backed up by a band that in- 
cludes his brother Pablo. This time, however, 
he prefers to get intimate with the Filipino 
crowd with only his guitar and two of his 
posse. . 

“The raw-sounding stuff is what we like to 
do. Sometimes the whole band sound is 
great, but we like to be very clear, especially 
‘when we're introducing ourselves... not [get- 
ting] too much stuff in the way” he says. 


Romantic, sensitive soul 

А songwriter as well as a musician, Javier 
penned the lyrics to his eponymous debut al- 
bum. There really isnt any need fora fancy ti- 
the, because the album is Javier himself to the 
very core. It sings of his ideas, experiences, in- 
fluences and everything that’s important in his 
life, and everyone can relate tothe stories he's 
telling. 

For instance, his first single, the phenome- 
пай track "Crazy" describes the heart-racing, 
sweaty-palms feeling of being in love. “Its а 
song about new love, when you first meet 
someone,” Javier explains. "Тһе first couple of 
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things they do сап drive you crazy like when 
they call you on the phone and you know that 
its them, and you're afraid о pick up because 
you don’t know what to say and you wanna 
sound cool... You know, that whole dance that 
you do to impress somebody” 

Meanwhile, the equally dreamy follow- 
up "If 1 Never Get To Heaven” has been 
gaining some serious airplay both here and 
abroad. Other swoon-worthy tracks are the 
Spanish-inflected "She Spoke To Me,” the 
Jazzy “October Sky" and “In Your Hands," a. 
spiritually wrenching ode to a loved one, be 
it God, family or significant other. 

So, what drives Javier crazy? "Golf, life, 
being here [in Manila), being able to share 
my music,” he says earnestly. "Music is life 
for me... 1 know there's nothing else that 
can make me feel as good.” 

Well, amen to that. 

Javier's self-titled album, released under 
EMI Philippines, is out in stores now. 


E-mail the author at 
aoshi_no_miko@hotmail.com. 


Win tickets 
to ‘13 going. 
on 30’ 


SHE Magazine and 
2bU! will be giving 
away pairs of tickets to 
the special advance 
scizening of Jennifer 
Garners “13 going on 
30" at SM Megamall's 
Cinema 10 on Sept. 10 
2t7:30 p.m. 

If you want a free trip 
to the movies, e-mail us 
at contest2bu@inguir- 
ercomph and tell us 
who you'll be bringing 
with you and why. Don't. 
forget to send us your 
name, age, school/office 
and contact numbers. 

We'll be calling you 


soon. 
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CONNECTING PEOPLE 


See the Big Picture 


Print Wirelessly, without a PC! 
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THREE-PANEL biker cap (P390), 
hooded zip (P3,690), sleeveless tee 
(P690), drawstring shorts (P990), 
small flight bag (P 1,490) and 
Yoshiko shoes (P3,490) 
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(embarrassment of embarrassments) snor- 
ing! Strangely enough, whoever he was 
with didn't seem to think it necessary to 
wake him up. 

This seemed to be the case in several rows 
of seats throughout the theater, causing two 
ushers to keep going up and down the aisles, 
trying to find the guilty parties. This would 
have been fine if they had tried to wake the 
snoring individuals, but they didn't. 

‘Add to that the annoying squishy sound 
of the usherettes’ skirts as they repeatedly 
sashayed by, and you can imagine how 
things were starting to sound. 

Too bad for me and my friend. We could 
no longer stand it and snuck out before the 
last part of the piece was played. It would 
have been fun since the program described 
it as, “With violent movement,” but we 
were afraid that if we had to sit through the 
snoring and the squishy skirt sounds any 
longer, we would be the ones causing vio- 
Jent movements. 
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;2, Wily Despite the unexpected and uninten- 

sionally, tional audience participation, the evening 

inducted was still a lot of fun. The bright beaming 

before), faces of the young musicians and their en- 

ши, with — thusiastic performance were very inspiring. 

ting was And who would not be awed by the whole 
concept of bringing together different na- 

tions for the sharing of music? 

‘Also impressive was the long list of cor- 
porate sponsorships that gave life to the 
show. Splashed on the posters and souvenir 
programs were entities like Cathay Pacifie. 
(tour patron) and JP Morgan (Manila per- 
formance sponsor). 

Of note is worldwide superstar Jackie 
Chan sponsoring AYO scholarships through 
his charitable foundation. This should pose 
а challenge to local businesses: to support 
the performing ans more. Aside from the 
obvious tax write-offs, helping homegrown 
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Experience the 1 Megapixel advantage of the Nokia 7610 by 
printing your images оп an HP: Deskjet 450Cbi mobile printe 


talents shine is definitely а noble invest- 3 1 
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ment in community relations. 

Hey, if Jackie Chan thinks it's cool to sup- 
port the ans, why can't we? 

Call the CCP at 8321125. 


We've made it easier for you.to print at'your convenience, аб 
home: ог office, with a- user-friendly mobile print solution that - 
connects the mobile phone with the mobile printer wirelessly 
Email ГЕ using: Bluetooth™ technology. 
waltzangG2maiLcom. ^ 
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and HP Photo Paper free, When you purchase the Nokia 7610 
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allow your eyes to stand out. If you're 
more ihe kiss-me type, Coffee Shine is 
for you. {t's a brownish red with gold 
flecks that give lip color a 3-D twist. I's 
the perfect foil for an almost bare face, Ж ШЕШШ 
so pucker up! 


See posters for details. 
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‘As ап assurance of quality. purchase only from Authorized Nokia Dealers. 


www nokia.com.ph . For inquiries, call Nokia Careline at (02) 886-1234. Tel FIER тиви o 964 S 


Email the author at pdi vanity- = 
fare@hotmail.com ог lora gahol&ya- 


‘hoo.com 
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the other day and realized I didn’t 
even have any trace of summer left 

‘on me. My tan lines were gone, and my 
skin had the pallor of someone who 
hasn't been out in the sun for quite some 
time. 

It could only mean one thing: The | 
"ber" months have arrived. iu. 

Once September rolls around, I look N 
forward to two things: Christmas and 7 д 
the coming of the autumn/fall makeup 
collections of my favorite makeup Gahol 
brands. My pale face is, after all, ready 
for new stuff to liven itup. 


I LOOKED closely into the mirror just — 7 


HOT lips, sexy eyes 
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lFall's hot stuff 


teensshoes® 


We've got it all for you! 
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The Body Shop 56 
recently unveiled its “X 
2004 autumn makeup 
trend, Hot Lips, Sexy Eyes, а S& у 
“seductive” makeup colléc- ў 
tion loaded with hot new 
stuff—all limited-edition (better 
get your hands on “еш, quick!)—to 
get your pre-holiday face all glammed 
up. 

‘Take your pick from, well, hot lips 
and sexy eyes. The Body Shop chose to 
focus on either to create looks that are 
dramatic, not overpowering. What will 
it be for you? A smoldering gaze or a 
juicy pout? With the product lineup this sea- 
‘son, апу “face” is possible! 


ble in 3 different colors. 


MATTEand shimmer 
squares 


Matte and shim- 
mer squares. Hooray 
| for wannabe sun god- 

desses like me! My days 
ЯЛ. of looking like I've been 

Jf] spending too much time 

aa indoors (and 1 have) are 

* over. Dull complexions in- 

stantly get a glow-y boost with this palette of 

two bronzy earth tones in shimmery and mat- 
te textures for a natural-looking luminosity, 

The Body Shop has always been the bronz- 
et authority for me, and this new offering did 
not disappoint, | love that both matte and 
shimmery squares can be used all over the 
face, depending on your need. Nove using the 
golden shimmer on the bridge of my nose and 
оп my lids. The effect 
is subtle yet gor- 
geous! 

Duo Eye Color 
Smoky cyes have 
never been this easyl 
- With one handy tube, 

you get both a high- 
lighting shimmer 
powder and an easy- 
to-blend (look, Ma, 
mo brushes!) cream 
color in a rich, gor- 
geous shade. 

The trick is in 
blending both prod- 
ucts well for amazing 
contrast. The sheer 
powder perfectly sets 

, ofthe dramatic color 

of the cream formula. 
Dot your lids with the 
cream color using the 
sponge tip and use 
your ring finger to 
blend from lashlines 
to creases (don’t rub 
the color in, just use a 
gentle, tapping mo- 
tion) 

Start with a small 
amount, then layer to 
your desired intensi- 
ty. Then, apply some 
shimmer powder on 
your browbones and 
on the inner corners 
of your eyes. Voila! 
Sexyeyes! 
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The most happening leadership summit this year! The leadership guru == 
LIVE and IN PERSON at the Araneta Center on September 16 and at 
the РІСС Plenary Hall on September 16; 


ff you are а yourig leader of your school on 
your studeni council or any civio-mindad organization 
you are qualified to join and е; à chance to. be Mar 


event! 


hosen to participate in this once in a lifetime 
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= Ap DULCI Grocent's new state-of-the-art Warehouse facility and head office spanning.over 7,000 sq. m. 
Bolder, Bigger and Better gr OCQGTIT ! „е. tocated at 1238 Go Soc & Sone Compound, EDSA Balintawak, Quezon City. 
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delivery. 


Kimberly-Clark Philippines Inc. stoc 
B imberly-Clar! іррі availability. 
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operations. 


Congratulations 
Grocent! 
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“The 
We are a Distribution Center activities. 
that is a cooperative organization 
of store owners and 
supplier-partners that make 
merchandise available to 
consumers at the right price, 
quantity, time, and place. 
Grocent serves as the lifeline 
that strengthens member 
stores’ relationships with the 
consumers. 


Е-чоиво 


А Т о keep up with the growing demands of the consumer industry, Grocent 


2001 


2004 


continues to vigorously implement clear-cut technological innovations to 
fast-track its distribution system and secure a more sustainable and 
competitive business environment for its members. 

This, Grocent achieves through the introduction of Electronically transmitted 
Supplier-Grocent-Member transactions and vice versa that speed up the 
distribution process making possible better. management and continuous 
üpgrading of the quality of its services. fet z 

Embracing these developments resulted in. an overwhelming response from 
its members, allowing for both parties to reduce its overhead expenses, save 
on resources and devote more time to more critical business concerns. 

In addition, Grocent will soon expand the Electronic Self-Remittance 
Payment System through banking institutions for a hassle-free and far more 
efficient payment facility. Negotiations are on-going with credit card companies 
for accreditation. 

The Landscape is changing. So is Grocent. 
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Storing and moving products in the 
warehouse through the PTC which 
updates inventory without the use of 
desktop computers 


Electronic Business-Extensive 
Mark-up Language (EB-XML) 
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grocent | ^: 


А group of 7 store organizations ventured into a pioneering central 
distribution business to pool resources with the objective of achieving 
| economies-of-scale through cooperative-type buying and warehousing 


From Meycauayan, Grocent moved to a bigger-2,000 sq. m. 
warehouse facility in Balintawak, merging the warehouse and office in 
one location for greater accessibility. It also adopted new technologies, 
upgrade of the system and introduced consolidation by using the Portable 
Telecomputer (PTC) for wireless transmission of data. 


Grocent unveils its new 7,000 sq. m. state-of-the-art Warehouse Facility 
that is more than three times bigger than the previous one. More system 
upgrades and operational improvements, breakthroughs and technologies are 
set to be introduced and adopted this year. 


how it started 


Grocent and Unilever 
ежен s» pioneer on VMI 


by engaging in real time, electronic Vendor-Managed 
Inventory systems. 

Vendor-Managed Inventory or VMI is a supply management 
concept that aims to improve overall supply chain efficiency 
with specific focus on the flow of goods between manufacturer 
to distribution center and to its member-retailer stores. It is a 
process of continuous demand-driven stock replenishment 
managed by the manufacturer through information-sharing of 
two systems communicating with each other through a 
standard language (EB-XML). 

VMI is aimed at reducing inventory in the distribution center 
and at the same time ensuring high service levels to the 
member stores thus assuring better service to consumers 
through greater product availability. VMI redefines the 
relationship between the two partners which enable them to 
focus on joint business-building activities. 

Grocent and Unilever go live on VMI with a common goal of 
ensuring that products are available in all the stores, all the ' 
time. 


; с rocent and Unilever redefine the meaning of efficiency 
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1 ELECTRONIC ORDERING 
Simplified, systematic and error-free booking. 
No irritating misorders. Every member is treated with special care. 
All orders received thru the system are processed with dispatch. 
2 KEY ACCOUNT TREATMENT 
Access to better manufacturer/supplier deals and promotions with 
Grocent's key account status. You are never too small to be given attention. Ё 
3 MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS SUPPORT 
Less difficulty in order forecasting; feedback on monthly store 
purhase per supplier, undelivered.orders, order fill-in rate, 
and other available information whenever requested. 
4 BETTER INVENTORY MANAGEMENT 
Lower inventory levels, reduced stock-outs, and protection 
orders for selected products. 
5 TIMELY DELIVERIES 
Orders are served "just in time” within 48 hours. 


6 IMPROVED SALES AND PROFITS 
Constant stock availability and faster turnover. 

7 PRODUCTIVE UTILIZATION OF SPACE 
Smaller warehouse space requirements for Grocent 
products and increased selling area space. 


8 CASH FOR CAPITAL . 
Cash released from lower inventory levels; easier cash management 
for Grocent products. Improved and better managed cash flows that 
provide extra capital for store expansion and business development. 
9 SAVINGS IN TIME 
4 Reduced administrative time needed for invoice and returns 


: processing and check preparation. More time for store management. 
Й 10 CONTINUING RETAIL MANAGEMENT EDUCATION 
Training programs/seminars/workshops on retail 
operations keeping members updated on recent 
technologies/trends/and developments in the market. 


TWIG 
Development Program which po4 
to its people to continually 
competitiveness, excellence, 
sustained growth in all facets of 
The TWIGS logo is a reflectiorg 
which drive people to work, not} 
organization, that together they 
to become a tree of life. 
Through TWIGS, Grocent, in 
supplier-partners, conducts tra 
seminars and workshops to 
abreast of the latest technologie 
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1 SHARED, ACCURATE AND TIMELY INFORMATION 
Supplier-partners gain exclusive access to Grocent's database 
vital for better understanding and management of business. 


2  ONEPOINT ORDERING and simplified booking 
procedures. Online ordering for those with the 
capability to link with the Grocent automated ordering system. 


3  ONEPOINT DELIVERY 
with palletized option/s, One pick-up point for 
bad orders of all Grocent member stores, 


4 ONE POINT PAYMENT E 


Hassle-free collection of accounts. 


5 DISTRIBUTION MADE EASY 
Grocent does the Job for you. Substantlal savings for principals. 
Economies-of-scale enable Grocent to do a better Job. 
Delivers in break bulk too. 


6 QUICK DELIVERY ,fresher stocks 
and increased product off-takes in member stores. 
Speedy new product Introductions, 


7 MINIMIZED STOCK-OUTS 

Grocent maintains adequate buffer stocks. 

Management of inventory further enhanced 

by the introduction of Electronic УМ! (Vendor-Managed Inventory). 
8 LOWER BAD ORDER LEVELS 

due to shortened warehouse-keeping time and 

regular stock rotation, 


9 HIGH PRODUCTIVITY 
of sales personnel with Grocent's logistic support. 
Salesman's role Is redefined to focus on store servicing. 


10 ALLOUT SUPPORT and COOPERATION 
in executing store-based business-building programs. 


Paperless Picking via ‘symbol Palm Terminal/Wireless ; > 


Enterprising Spirit", some successfully concluded 
programs sponsored by five of our major | 
manufacturers are as follows: Store Layout and : 
Visual Merchandising by Unilever; Winning Store ·. 
Strategies by CMC; Fire Prevention & Proper 
Handling of Items / Products by Kraft; Customer * 
Service...The Service Difference by. Kimberly; SE 
* 


impact the market today. With the theme, "The ^ ксн 


and Shopping Behavior Study by Del Monte. 
More highly anticipated training events are 

lined-up this year. All with the end-view of 

keeping the enterprising spirit alive and burning. 
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Member stores and supplier-partners account * 
their actual experiences on how Grocent helped 
build their businesses and realize tangible results. 


In their ten years of service in the retailing business, Grocent has always prepared 
itself for the future challenges of the business, keeping themselves always one step 
ahead. ‘Grocent has one of the most advanced warehousing systems in the Philippines 
as they already have the capability to make transactions thru handheld terminals and 
can even perform blind picking. We are privileged that they have worked with us in 
piloting our first fully electronic Vendor-Managed Inventory system. They strengthen 
their supply chain management capabilities to be able to service their member stores 
more effectively thus relieving them of the buying function and allowing them to focus 
on generating more demand and growth for their stores. 

Congratulations, Grocent! And more power! 

- Unilever Philippines 


Monde Nissin Corporation...A food company that strives for excellence and adheres to 
the core values of teamwork, continuous learning and caring service, 

Grocent...A company which challenges conventions and reinvents the way they do 
business through mastery of the tools and technologies of the trade. 

We are proud to be partners as we move forward in adding value to our service and 
realizing each other's potential. 

Together...We strengthen our commitment to each other as we build relationships 
with all parties who contribute in fulfilling our purpose and goals. 

- Monde Nissin Corporation 


Congratulations and Happy 10th Anniversary to Grocent! 

Grocent has been instrumental in developing the Del Monte business in the various 
retail stores it is currently servicing. Its efficient systems and infrastracture allowed us 
to achieve our distribution objectives and expedite implementation of business-building 
programs in the trade. 

That is why the management and staff of Del Monte Phils. Inc are truly proud to be 
partners of Grocent, with a relationship that has evolved into both business and 
friendship over this past decade. 

We pray for more success and God's blessings upon Grocent in more years to come 
as we nurture our partnership with more exciting developments that will continue to 
mark our presence in the trade. 

- Del Monte Philippines 


In behalf of the San Miguel Purefoods Company and Purefoods-Hormel Co. Inc, I 
would like to congratulate Grocers Central Alliance Inc. (Grocent) on their 10th 
Anniversary. A strategic partner in the distribution of Purefoods-Hormel canned 
products, Grocent continues to provide its members a wide array of Purefoods-Hormel 
canned products for the consumers' delectable taste. Its ten years of existence Is indeed 
a testament to Grocent's valuable contribution to the industry. As we venture into tough 
times ahead, Grocent will continue to be our major partner in the distribution of 
Purefoods-Hormel canned products. More power to the Grocent team! 

- San Miguel Purefoods Company and Purefoods-Hormel Company, Inc. 
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Over ten years ago, I heard of the news that manufacturers were moving to key 
accounts management. Supermarkets, groceries, and similar retail establishments were 
going to be classified as either key or non-key. Key accounts would be served directly 
by manufacturers while non-key accounts would be turned over to distributors. After all, 
that was the logical move. Ninety percent of business volume is generated by ten 
percent of accounts as experience revealed. 

CVC is a medium-sized player and alone, its volume will not be sufficient to shape 
manufacturer trade practices and policies with regard to it as a trading unit. CVC's 
membership in Grocent has changed this. CVC benefits from Grocent's position as a key 
account and key account programs have been cascaded to CVC stores. Some of these 
benefits are manufacturer product bundling activities, rebates based on store volume 
targets, and merchandising support. Congratulations, Grocent! 

- CVC Supermarket 


It is Fernando's pride to be one of Grocent's pioneer members. We saw how Grocent 
grew, braved obstacles, and succeeded through the toughest times over the past 
decade. And here we are, humbled to grace the page of, once again, a major 
milestone. 

To supermarkets like us that maintain small operations and with very limited retail 
space, Grocent's warehousing facility allows us to have minimal stock area allocations in 
our branches, This helps us maximize our store selling area, carry more brands and 
products, be strongly competitive in our pricing, which translates to greater consumer 
demand and better services. The definition of big has changed. With Grocent, our two 
Stores can also fight the glants! Ў 

Tt has been a long way since ме banded together and took the road no one knew we 
could ever achieve. And here we are, 65-member strong, with a throng of solid 
supplier-partners at the helm. The path to our goals may be long and winding, but right 
now, a halt is well-deserved, to honor all these congratulations! 

- Fernando's Supermarket 


Grocent assures us of sound and reliable retail fundamentals in terms of a fast and 
efficient Electronic Ordering System and key Retall Management Training and support. 
It allows us to keep up with the demands of the fast-paced environment, seize more 
viable business opportunities, and anticipate emerging trends and technologies in the 
market today. 

At the end of it all, Grocent's success, our success, is our consumers’ gain and 
satisfaction. Ten years is just the tip of all great things to come. Congratulations to us! 
- Rempson Supermarket 


To date, Mightee Mart already has 16 branches and growing. Inventory management 
gets harder and harder to deal with especially where urgency matters a lot. With 
Grocent, we save huge amounts of time, effort and resources because all transactions 
are coursed electronically through Grocent's Electronic Ordering System. Purchase 
orders, which we used to individually send directly to the manufacturers are now sent 
through Grocent which takes care of everything. We can only imagine the burden we'll 
experience without them. Indeed, a huge part of our success in the business we 
attribute to Grocent. 

More business..More breakthroughs...and more power to the alliance! 

- Mightee Mart 
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A cart full of groceries approached a busy shelf and said, 

: “I make your load lighter each day.” 

The Shelf ensvered beck, 

“1 know, but i don’t seem to notice at all,” 

Right Price. Right Quantity, Right Time, Right Place. 
_ miis powerful comb TUIS here 


< MEMBER-RETAILERS 
680 H.A. & Supermarket P. Burgos, Marikina City * Asta Pacific Achievements Ortigas Center, Pasig City - Bacani's Supermarket Sampaloc, Manila • Baker E Novaliches, QC * Corfarm C-Mart 
Ortigas Ave, Pasig City * CVC Supermarket Baliuag, Bulacan_Cainta, Rizal_Gapan City, Nueva Ecija Grace Park, CC_Marulas, Valenzuela City Paseo de Blas, Valenzuela City, San Jose, Nueva Ecja 
* Dress for Less Baliuag, Bulacan_Malinta Exit, Valenzuela City. Sta. Maria, Bulacan + E-7 Mart Tagaytay City * Essel Supermarket San Fernando, Pampanga • Eunilaine Foodmart Kalayaan, 
Diliman, QC. Visayas, Tandang Sora, QC * Fernando's Supermarket Old Sta. Mesa, Manila Pamplona, Las Ріћаѕ City • Grocer E Supermart Cainta, Rizal Concepcion, Marikina City San Mateo, 
Rizal, San Mateo Il, Rizal, Sta. Elena, Marikina City + Kwik B Minimart Parang, Marikina City * Lulsa's Philam Philam Homes, QC > Market Basket San Pedro, Laguna + Mightee Mart Avenida, 
Sta. Cruz, Manila_Bambang, Sta. Cruz, Manila, Вауапап, Muntinlupa. Meycauayan, Bulacan, D. Tuazon, Del Monte, QC Malinta, Valenzuela City Maybunga, Pasig City Novafiches, ОС, Project 8, 
QC Putatan, Muntinlupa Retiro, ОС. San Pedro, Laguna. Soldiers Hills, Putatan, Muntinlupa Taytay, Rizal_Tunasan, Muntinlupa, Zabarte, Novaliches, QC * Pandayan Balagtas, Bulacan_Baliuag, 
Bulacan, Central, Valenzuela City_Ga “an, Nueva Ecija_Grace Park, CC Hagonoy, Bulacan Malinta, Valenzuela City. Malolos, Bulacan Meycauayan, Bulacan Poblacion, Marikina City бап Jose, 
Nueva Ecija, Sta. Maria, Bulacan Marulas, Valenzuela City + Rempson Supermarket Binangonan, Rizal_Ricarte, Cainta, Rizal Rosario, Pasig City_Taytay, Rizal - Shoppersville Supermarket 
Katipunan Ave, ОС» Smartville Hi-Mart Commonwealth, QC Novaliches, ОС 


Bagumbuhay Industrial Corporation * Best Link Trading + Body Needs & Basics, Inc. + Brandcorp, Inc.» Unilever Foods Philippines (СМС) Inc. + Colgate-Palmokve Philippines Inc. -+ Del Monte 
Philippines, Inc. * Dole Philippines, Inc. + DSS Productmakers, Inc, * Energizer Philippines, Inc. = First Choice Food Corporation • Heinz-UFC Philippines, Inc. = ЗОН (Phitippines) inc - Ovaltine > 
Johnson & Johnson (Philippines), Inc. + Kimberly-Clark Philippines, Inc. • Kohl Industries Corporation * Kraft Foods (Philippines) Inc. + Leslie Corporation • Love And Peace, Inc. - Monde Nissin 
Corporation * Pifiakamasarap Corporation , The Purefoods-Hormel Company, Ine. + Quantum Foods, Inc. + RFM Corporation * Rustan Marketing Corporation • Southeast Asia Food, lnc. + Taiyu 
Food Products Corp. * The Andresons Group, Inc. * Unilever Philippines, Inc. * Universal Robina Corporation + Wyeth Philippines, Inc. + Zest-O Corporation ~ Zuellig Pharma Corporation 


UNIVERSAL ROBINA 
CORPORATION 


